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PREFACE 

Every new book roust demonstrate its right to be. 
The publisher and the circle of readers for which it is 
designed reiay well ask, "Why should you claim our atten- 
tion? What are you? Do you give any new or important 
information? Are you interesting?" 

These are all legitimate questions, to which 1 shall 
attempt a brief answer. In the preparation of the fol- 
lowing pages. I have not thought of any special class of 
readers except those who may be interested in the study 
of primitive religious customs. Earnest students of the 
Bible, as well as those of comparative religion, may per- 
haps find in this treatise new materials for thought and 
investigation. 

My chief interest in the subject is as an interpreter 
of the Old Testament, who after four years of prepa- 
ration with the late Professor Franz Delitzsch, of 
the University of Leipzig, and twenty years of teaching 
and lecturing in Chicago Theological Seminary, at last 
spent fourteen months in lours throughout the length 
and breadth of Syria and Palestine, not to speak of a 
visit to Egypt and the Sinaitic Peninsula. In that period, 
largely devoted to travel, I had the opportunity to see 
these countries as perhaps few have seen them. To carry 
out my purpose involved anxieties, struggles, and vic- 
tories, which I have sketched as an encouragement to 
those who might wish to engage in a similar undertak- 
ing. Aside from Chapters II and III, and the Itineraries 
contained in Appendix B, I have not attempted to describe 
these travels in detail. 



The first journeys, including my sojourn at such 
centers as Beirut, Jerusalem, aod Damascus, requiring 
more than a twelvemonth, were supplemented by two 
others, covering fully five months, in the summers of 1900 
and 1901. The last two were conducted in the interest 
of a particular investigation, namely, to discover from 
personal interviews with natives in different parts of the 
country who had not come in conuct with European 
civilization, and who were but slightly influenced by 
Islam, what was the primitive religion of the ancient 
Semites; for it is not to the Hebrews, to the Assyrians, 
or to the Babylonians that we are to go for this primitive 
picture. They have indeed retained many traces of 
primitive religious customs, but these have been modi- 
fied from the original type through outside influences. 
If, then, we wish to discover the ancestor of Semitic 
religions, whose lineaments are to be found in the beliefs 
and usages of Assyria, Phcenicia, and Israel, we shall 
pursue our investigations among Syrians and Arabs, who 
observe the same religious rites as did their progenitors 
from the earliest dawn of history. We shall find among 
them many individual examples of religious customs, of 
which perhaps only one or two may be seen among the 
Assyrians and the Hebrews. Thus, through many illus- 
trations discovered among Syrians and Arabs, a religious 
custom observed among the Assyrians or Hebrews which 
almost escapes our attention, or which we might suppose 
to be primitive among them, comes out in its true bear- 
ing as something which they have inherited from a pri- 
meval source. 

A book which contains many examples of vows, of 
blood-sprinkling, of sacrifice, should be of interest to all 
who desire to know what was the foundation on which 
the religion of other ancient Semitic peoples was built. 
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It may seem that it is an unwarrantable assumption 
to claim that among such modern Semites as Arabs and 
Syrians we have the sources of primitive Semitic reli- 
gion. But to my mind, this assumption becomes an indis- 
putable fact when we once recognize the power of custom 
in the East, which persists throughout the millenniums 
without change when untouched by outside influences. 

The basis for my treatment of primitive Semitic reli- 
gion is in my own researches, some of which, considering 
their number and significance, may have the value of 
original discoveries. It may well be that those who are 
familiar with the literature of the subject, or with the 
countries traversed, may recognize isolated facts as 
already known to them, and see their bearing on the 
discussion after a large number of examples have been 
presented, and so be tempted to claim that in all that 
follows there is little that is new. But from my knowl- 
edge of the literature, and as the result of interviews with 
numerous missionaries, I am persuaded that there are 
many new facts which have enabled me to put the sub- 
ject in a new light. While I refer to some of the most 
important works bearing on this discussion, I am not 
dependent upon them, but have relied almost altogether 
on personal investigation. 

It has been my effort to trace the characteristic fea- 
tures of the primitive religion of the Semites: their con- 
ceptions of the being who has for them the value of God, 
their ideas of sin; Co describe their places of worship, 
their priesthood, and to discuss the nature as well as the 
significance of their sacrifices. I have not sought to 
establish any theory, only to give the facts, so far as I 
apprehend them. The discussion is based on unpub- 
lished personal journals of my travels and observations, 
to which constant reference is made in the notes. 
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With respect to my position as an Old Testament 
interpreter, I see in the Bible a record of many divine 
revelations, each adapted to a particular age and con 
dition of God's people, beginning with a disclosure 
himself, made with infinite condescension, to the child- 
age of the world, hence simple, elementary, and pictorial. 
Forms of speech and modes of thought belonging to 
primitive Semitism have been adopted as a medium 01 
communication, without which the Semites could 
originally have understood the divine message. I have 
given a few illustrations of such a use of primitive 
Semitic conceptions and modes of thought as are found 
in the Scriptures. 

While it seems to me that we find abundant evidences 
of development in the Old Testament, from very simple 
concrete representations of God to those which are pro- 
foundly spiritual, I am not able to account for this 
development on naturalistic principles. In it I see God 
at all times and everywhere co-working with human 
instruments until the fullness of the time should come. 

The messages which we find in the Old Testament 
seem all the more divine to me because of the great gulf 
which is fixed between primitive Semitic conceptions of 
God, and the noble, spiritual views of Him set forth 
under divine Illumination by an Isaiah. The great 
prophet is a product of many ages of divine revelation 
and teaching, and cannot be accounted for as a natural 
representative of his age and people. 

In my investigations I have been indebted to many, 
especially to the Rev. J. Stewart Crawford, of the Irish 
Presbyterian Mission in Damascus and the Syrian 
Desert — the nature of this indebtedness I shall mention 
later. At my earnest solicitation I have received from 
the Rev. W. Hayes Ward, LL.D.. editor of The Inde- 



pendent, a valuable paper on Altars and Sacrifices in the 
Primitive Art of Babylonia, vith manv illcsxratiocis, the 
resolt of years of study, which I have added as Appen- 
dix G. In the revision of my manuscript, I have esjoyed 
many kindly and helpful suggestions from isy colleagse. 
the Rev. William Douglas ^lackenzie, D. D. : in reading 
the proof I have had the valued assistance of our libra- 
rian, Mr. Herbert Wright Gates. Xo attempt has been 
made to indicate the quantity of the syllables of Arabic 
words, or the mode of their pronunciation. Such tran- 
scription is difficult on account of the many ways of pro- 
nouncing Arabic among the Arabs themselves and the 
many kinds of transliteration employed by English and 
German scholars. So far as the English dictionary affords 
a standard for the spelling of Arabic names it has been 
followed, otherwise essentially the transliteration of 
Baedeker's Syria and Palestine has been adopted, though 
with some modifications, except the spelling of Arabic 
words occurring in various quotations, which has not 
been changed. 

A large proportion of the photographs were taken 
at my suggestion, by my companions in travel, and serve 
to illustrate the special themes discussed. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY 

This book is the outgrowth of three journeys during 
the years 1 898-1 901, in which Syria was visited three 
times, Palestine twice, and the Sinaitic Peninsula once. 
It was on my first journey to northern Syria, in the 
autumn of 1898, that my attention was drawn to this 
subject. During a tour made with Rev. F. W. March, 
and Rev. W. S. Nelson, D.D., both missionaries of the 
American Presbyterian Board, a sacred grove and high 
place were recognized at Beinu. In the further course 
of the journey to Safita, many others were visited. 
Greeks, Maronites, Moslems and Nusairiyeh were inter- 
viewed as to the use of the shrines found in connection 
with the groves, the missionaries acting as interpreters. 

As a result of the information received the question 
at once arose whether there was in these shrines a sur- 
vival of ancient Semitic worship. The elucidation of 
this question gradually opened up a whole vista of 
usages, antedating the Israelitish codes and presupposed 
by them. 

It was a fascinating investigation, continued for three 
years and constantly growing in interest to the end of 
my journey last summer. Hints became positive infor- 
mation, conjectures developed into certainties, facts, 
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obscurely apprehended at first, often came out as the 
result of many interviews with natives into clearness. 
These investigations covered the whole round of sacred 
places, seasons, persons, and rites. 

Important information had been expected from some 
of the missionaries in Syria and Palestine. It seemed as 
if they must know, by virtue of a long residence in the 
country and by an unconscious absorption, many things 
that ought to be gathered before they should pass away. 
And yet I had been warned by one of the most eminent 
authorities on manners and customs. Rev. George E. 
Post, M.D., of the Syrian Protestant College in Beirut. 
that not much new material could be expected from this 
source. Such has largely proved to be the case. Mis- 
sionaries are so fully occupied with their pressing duties 
that they cannot easily turn aside to get information 
which would be within their reach if they were prepared 
to conduct researches, which would reveal the primitive 
beliefs of the people. In general, such an investigation 
was characterized by Dr. Post as likely to be almost 
fruitless, since every essential fact that could be gathered 
was already in print. All that could be looked for would 
simply be a restatement of these old facts in a new dress. 
A careful examination of the literature of the subject, and 
various contributions solicited from those who had been 
long in the country, appeared to confirm this view.' 
Nevertheless, it seemed that if no new facts about ancient 
religious customs were to be discovered, those already 
published would possess a new value if grouped and dis- 
cussed by an Old Testament interpreter. It will be 

' In all I sent out several hundred circulars, from London in 
the autumn ol iQoa, and again from Beirut in the suminer of 
1901, witb reaped to the manners, customs, and religious usages of 
Syrians and Bedouin. Very few replies were received. For ihc 
second set of questions see Appendix A. 
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found, however, as the result of my researches, that a 
mass of new material has been unearthed, and that some 
institutions are proved to exist, the presence of which 
had not been described by any previous traveler, or even 
by missionaries who had resided for years in the country. 
I have not merely recorded the facts which came to me — 
I have been on the lookout for them. 

It might be natural to suppose that the orthodoiy of 
Islam as well as that of ancient Christianity must have 
had power to suppress such usages of ancient Semitism 
as were clearly contrary to them. Reasoning on this 
basis, a well-known physician in Jerusalem declined to 
analyze a substance from a Moslem shrine that looked 
like blood. The assurance of eminent Moslems in Jeru- 
salem, that the use of blood would be impossible in con- 
nection with any Moslem shrine, was assigned by him as 
a sufficient reason for not making what he deemed a use- 
less investigation. The following pages will show the 
real state of the case. 

Heretofore there has been much difficulty in gaining 
information on such points. Some of the most learned 
scholars in Great Britain, for example, working under 
the auspices of the Palestine Exploration Fund, had pre- 
pared six pamphlets, of about forty-five pages each,' 
containing an elaborate series of questions regarding the 
manners, customs, and religious practices of various 
sects and classes of people. But aside from articles by 
Mr. Philip Baldensperger in The Quarterly Statement,' 

' The titles of ibose at hand are as follows: Questions on the 
Bedawin: Questions on the Fellahin; Questions on the Ismailiyeb 
atiil Anseiriyeh; Questions on the Yexioa. 

•Peasant Folklore of Palestine, 1893, pp. 303-2lg; Religion of 
the Fellahin of Palestine, ibid., pp. 307-320; Orders of Hofy Men 
in Palestine, i8g4, pp. 22-38; Morals of the Fellahin, 1897, pp. 
113-134; Woman in the East, 1899, pp. 132-160. 
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ary among the Arabs, with whom I traveled during the 
summer of 1900, and pre-eminently to the Rev. J. Stewart 
Crawford, of the Irish Presbyterian Mission, Damascus, 
who was bom in Syria, who speaks Arabic like a native, 
who entered into every investigation with the keenest 
interest, and who, in addition to a brief tour in the 
Syrian Desert in the autumn of 1898, was, during the 
summer of 1 901, an almost constant companion and 
interpreter. 

Although much valuable material is scattered through 
the volumes of travelers, especially of Burckhardt 
and Doughty, and through the learned monographs 
of Trumbull, I am not aware of any systematic attempt 
to gain information regarding ancient religious usages 
from Syrians and Arabs to-day. W. Robertson Smith, 
in his Religion of the Semites, has drawn on Arabic litera- 
ture for a masterly treatise, but the field of special 
investigation into the primitive religious customs of 
modern Semites, which this volume enters, is entirely 
new. May it prove of service to students of the Old 
Testament, as well as to those of Comparative Religion. 



CHAPTER n 

SKETCH OF PRELIMINARY TRAVELS 

When I sailed from New York for Naples, the 21st 
of May, 1898, on the steamship Aller, of the North 
German Lloyd, I could not forecast what would be the 
final outcome of my studies and investigations. I knew 
it would not be easy for a private individual, with no 
society behind him, to open up a new field of research, 
owing to the great contributions which have been made 
to the knowledge of Palestinian geography by the Pales- 
tine Exploration Fund. I did not feel disposed to add 
another book to the delineation of a country which had 
been so often described by so many competent travelers. 

But for many years I had desired to visit Palestine. 
This was the goal of my expectations ivhen I first set 
sail from New York, in May, 1872, with the hope of 
devoting a considerable period to study and travel. The 
realization of this hope seemed near when, in the winter 
of 1877, the late Professor Philip Schaff, LL, D., of Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, kindly invited me to 
join his party for a tour in Palestine and the Sinaitic 
Peninsula. Much as I desired to accept his invitation, I 
was dissuaded from undertaking a journey at that time 
by Professor Franz Delitzsch, of the University of Leip- 
zig, who with fatherly kindness had supervised my Se- 
mitic studies for three years. As I was then engaged in 
translating Bickell's Outlines of Hebrew Grammar, it did 
not seem wise to him that I should undertake the jour- 
ney at that time. 
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Later I entertained the hope of spending one or more 
summers in Lebanon, but became so involved in various 
forms of work in Chicago Chat it proved impossible, as 
I thought, to visit the land toward which my heart had 
repeatedly turned. 

It was not until I had served as Professor of Old 
Testament Literature and Interpretation in the Chicago 
Theological Seminary for twenty years that the oppor- 
tunity came, through the great kindness of the directors 
of the seminary, for a leave of absence, which was to 
extend over sixteen months. 

While planning for this journey, I entertained the 
view held by most travelers in Syria and Palestine, so far 
as I am aware, which is emphasized in their travels and 
in guide-books, that there are only about three months 
each year suitable for traveling in these countries, owing 
to the excessive heat of summer, and the consequent 
danger of Syrian fever and to the rains falling at inter- 
vals between the middle of November and the beginning 
of April. Not contemplating any other seasons for travel 
than those laid down in the guide-books, and desiring to 
make the most careful and effective preparation possible 
for my journey, I debated with friends and myself 
whether I should spend the months preceding the autumn 
in preliminary study at the British Museum, and under 
the advice of the officers of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund, or whether I should spend the time at Berlin, or 
should proceed at once to Beirut and avail myself of Che 
admirable facilities to be found in the library of the 
Syrian Protestant College, I therefore addressed a 
letter of inquiry Co the Rev, Daniel F. Bliss, D.D., presi- 
dent of that college, from whom in due time I received a 
type-written list of many excellent books on the coun- 
tries I was to visit, and a very cordial invitation to pur- 
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sue my studies at the college. This letter was decisive, 
I determined to journey at once to Beirut. My voyage 
was accomplished in nineteen days from New York, by 
the way of Gibralter, Naples, and Port Said, on three 
diflferent lines of steamers. I arrived in Beirut the 
9tli of June, where through the great kindness of Presi- 
dent Bliss, I was soon established in one of the rooms 
in the main college building overlooking the Lebanon 
and St, George's Bay. I at once began the study of 
modern Arabic, and made such use of the library as I 
could. 

The charm of the changing colors which rested on the 
bay, sometimes becoming deep as indigo, and rivaling the 
beauty of the Bay of Naples, the soft light which fell on 
the mountain sides, bringing out every configuration in 
the landscape and shedding a glory upon it, baffle my 
powers of description. For five weeks my eyes rested on 
these scenes, and on such peculiarities of Oriental life as 
may still be observed in the most European city of Syria, 
only to be fascinated by them. I think I felt something 
of the saying attributed to Mohammed, when he is said 
to have withheld his foot from entering Damascus, lest he 
should not afterwards desire the joys of paradise. I am 
well aware that many a traveler is grievously disap- 
pointed in Syria and Palestine; the filth and the squalor 
are so present to the senses that he can neither see nor 
feel the beauty that surrounds hira. 

My surprise was great when I learned that instead of 
traveling in Syria and Palestine for only about three 
months, there would be no very serious barrier to con- 
tinuing my journeys almost throughout the year. I had 
provided the means for three months of travel and for 
nine months of study, how then could I find the resources 
involved in this change of plans without incurring a 
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burdensome debt? It seemed certain that if I would find 
a more economical way of traveling than that pursued by 
the ordinary tourist, I must become able to communicate 
with natives and muleteers so as to dispense with the 
services of a dragoman, and that besides I must try, if 
possible, to make some money in a literary way. 

I had studied classical Arabic in Leipzig. Indeed I 
passed an examination on it as a minor, when I was a 
candidate for the degree of doctor of philosophy. But 
it was evident that I could not undertake a journey in 
the country five weeks after entering it with such slight 
knowledge as I had, and where at every step I was liable 
to be imposed on. I therefore labored in vain for some 
time to secure the services of a student as dragoman for 
a tour of three months. His demands were quite beyond 
my means. But through the kindly interest of Professor 
Robert H. West; the Rev. George C. Doolittle, of Der 
el-Kamar; the Rev. W. S. Nelson, D.D., of Tripoli; 
the Rev. William Jessup, of Zahleh; the Rev. W. K. 
Eddy, of Sidon; the Rev. Henry H. Jessup, D.D., of 
Beirut; and of Professor George Post, M.D., doors that 
had seemed closed, opened, and insuperable difficulties 
vanished. The first gentleman named was my trusted 
counselor, and lent me his Damascus tent, Mr. William 
Jessup hired my muleteers. Dr. Jessup and Dr. Post pre- 
pared an itinerary for a journey to Baalbek and in the 
Lebanon, and the other gentlemen were companions in 
travel, offering me missionary fare and their unexcelled 
knowledge of the country at a minimum. I shall never 
cease to be grateful to them, nor to the missionaries all 
through Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, who refreshed me 
by their counsel and sympathy, and who in no small 
degree contributed to the success of my journeys. 

I can merely allude to these, for I could easily 
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fill more than one volume with incidents of travel in 
uncommon sections of country seen in an uncommon 
way. 

My first journey to Baalbek and the Cedars from the 
home of Mr. William Jessup at Zahleh, began July 19, 
1858, and lasted eighteen days. Anis Masud, a member 
of the senior class, was my dragoman and Jirjis, of the 
culinary department in the college, was cook. I had the 
loan of two tents and had two muleteers. I traveled in 
great comfort at an expense of about five dollars a day. 
I do not icnow of a more delightful and inspiring journey 
in the East than one beginning at Baalbek. There is an 
indescribable glamor about the ruins, rising fairy-like in 
their beauty, near the Litani, and having the highest of 
the white-capped mountains of Lebanon as their distant 
background. I cannot even enumerate the attractions 
of such a journey. It is one delightful memory, full of 
novel adventure, and the enjoyment of grand and beauti- 
ful scenery. From beginning to end it was romantic, 
refreshing, and inspiring. 

Then came a rest for a week at Brummana, the seat 
of the Friends' Mission, It is about two hours and a half 
from Beirut by carriage. The view of that city and of 
the Bay of St. George is wonderful. There I attended 
the first general conference held by missionaries of Syria 
and Palestine, and was greatly instructed by many 
admirable papers. 

During the latter part of August and until about the 
end of October I joined various missionaries, already 
named, in their tours of travel. Who that has seen Der 
el-Kamar and the surrounding country will think I ex- 
aggerate when I write of the joy I experienced in the com- 
pany of Mr, George C. Doolittle, now of Zahleh, who 
then had his home in this gem of the Lebanon, with 
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whom I went on one of his missionary tours to a neigh- 
boring village? 

This was preliminary to my joining Mr. W, K. Eddy, 
for the ascent of Mount Hermon. Attended part of the 
way to Jezzin by a native. I rode over the remainder of 
it quite alone. Accompanied by three of Mr. Eddy's 
children, we traveled over the road to the mission station 
at Jedaideh, whence we could see the surrounding coun- 
try. How grand was Mount Hermon! How soft and 
lovely the afternoon light which rested like a halo on the 
hills of Naphtali! How enticing the blue waters and 
malarial marshes of Huieh — when seen from afar! How 
varied and interesting the ascent of the mountain, under 
the guidance of one who had made it twelve times before ; 
who knew and could explain so many points of interest; 
who could tell of exposure to death, when for thirty 
hours on that lonely height with a faithful companion, 
almost without food and drink, he had sunk down in 
exhaustion; who could speak of perils of robbers, and 
adventures with bears! 

It was a grand view that greeted our eyes from the 
summit of Hermon; a wide prospect reaching faraway 
and revealing the anatomy of the country in the clear 
light of the afternoon. A little before sunset there was 
the shadow of the mountain rising higher and higher 
above the eastern horizon, and the illusion of a polar sea 
on the western. After my return to Jedaideh, I visited 
all the sources of the Jordan. 

But I did not find my vocation as a traveler until I 
began my journey in northern Syria with Messrs. March 
and Nelson, of the American Presbyterian Mission, the 
nth of September, of the same year. Ii was in that 
northern country, once the stronghold of the ancient 
Canaanites, and now, as there is reason to think, inhab- 
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ited by their descendants, that I recognized the sacred 
groves and high places for the first time. These had 
been seen and described by missionaries, but I do not 
know of any one who had previously made an investiga- 
tion of the facts connected with them. My former class- 
mate, the Rev. F. W. March, was a constant and faithful 
interpreter. Visiting many shrines on the way from 
Beinu to Safita, we heard substantially the same story at 
each, as to the vows made, the sacrifices paid, and the 
feasting which followed. We had also interviews with 
Protestant congregations, who had much to tell. The 
recognition of these groves, and the researches which I 
at once instituted with respect to them, gave me an aim 
which I have followed with increasing interest to the 
present time. 1 have already alluded to W. Robertson 
Smith's Religion of the Semites. It seemed to me that 
studies and investigations which had been made mostly 
in the domain of Semitic literature could also be profit- 
ably pursued into the life of the people. Indeed I could 
not resist the conjecture that ancient institutions had 
been transmitted from the remotest past to the present 
day. 

The information which I received on this journey with 
these missionaries was supplemented and the inspiration 
was augmented by the next tour which I made in the 
Syrian Desert, with the Rev. J. Stewart Crawford, of the 
Irish Presbyterian Mission, who resides at Nebk. If I 
could have spent all of ray time with such companions, 
and have followed the method which I adopted in the 
summer of 1901, the results would have been much 
greater. But I was still like one groping in the dark. I 
did not yet know the field, nor how to conduct my invcsti- 
(jaiions, nor could I find one capable of aiding me. Both 
my helper and myself needed time for study, and a much 
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wider experience. However, as a Bible interpreter, with- 
out any hope or expectation of authorship, but desiring 
that I might be a more useful teacher of students, I 
sought to see the land thoroughly, from the entering in 
of Hamath to the South Country (JVegei) and the Sinaitic 
Peninsula. The question of ways and means was still a 
perplexing one, though the directors of the seminary had 
made liberal provision for me. But it became necessary 
to earn as well as to save money. With the hope of 
increasing resources, 1 visited Jerusalem when the Ger- 
man emperor was there. at the dedication of the Church 
of the Redemption, and wrote a description of his visit, 
which was published in one of the magazines. With the 
hope of saving money I went to Damascus, where 1 
engaged in the study of colloquial Arabic, that I might 
get on without the services of a dragoman. While there 
I experienced great kindness from the veteran mission- 
ary, the Rev. John Crawford, D.D., and from others. 
I had my home in two small chambers on a Syrian house- 
top. It was a unique experience, Dimitri, one of the 
native teachers of the Irish Presbyterian Mission, gave 
me two lessons a day during Decetnber and January, one 
at eight o'clock in the morning, the other at eight o'clock 
in the evening. Life under such circumstances was 
novel and full of variety. Damascus is the most inter- 
esting Oriental city I have seen, surpassing Cairo in its 
presentation of various forms of Oriental life. None 
could have been kinder than my Syrian hostess, nor could 
I have found a more willing maid than her daughter. 
The absence of sons and brothers in a foreign land warmed 
their hearts toward a stranger. They were applying the 
principle of the Golden Rule, which in their minds ran 
something like this: "As we would that strangers should 
do to our sons and brothers, so we do to you." At the 
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same time there was a suggestion of the ancient homage 
which woman pays to man in the East, which Sarah 
exhibited when she called Abraham lord. 

These two months were a most profitable, most enjoy- 
able season, in which I was practising Arabic, reading 
books from the college library, and was frequently 
cheered by the sympathy and kindness of the mission- 
aries. I often gazed with joy at Hermon, completely 
enveloped in snow, white and glistering in the sunlight. 
My last visit to Jebel Kasiun, one hour west of Damas- 
cus, whither I went to bid adieu to Anti-Lebanon and 
Hermon and all of the plain of Damascus, might have 
had serious consequences, for I was surrounded by live or 
six robbers. Previously instructed by Mr. Crawford 
concerning the law of blood revenge, which prevails 
among Orientals at the present day, I did not attempt to 
defend myself with a revolver. Earring a trifling loss 
of money and valuables, I suffered no serious injury. 

On the 6th of February, 1899. I left Beirut for Egypt 
and the Sinaitic Peninsula. At Cairo I experienced 
much kindness from the Rev. Dr. Watson, of the .Ameri- 
can Mission, and at Luxor from the Rev, Mr. Murch. I 
continued ray journey to Assuan at the first cataract. 
The journey to Mount Sinai, which I undertook after my 
return to Cairo, was in every way successful. I enjoyed 
it to the full, and was able to make the ascent of Jebel 
Katherin and of Jebel Musa; and from Ras Sufsaf to 
look out on the great plain Er-Raha. I spent two and a 
half days in camp near the monastery of St. Catharine. 
It was on this journey that I first discovered there were 
annual festivals in connection with certain shrines. It 
was a strange contrast to former experiences in the life 
of the desert, after meeting many an Arab in a soiled 
shirt and with an abba of rusty black, to see one morning 



SKETCH OF PRELIMINARY TRAVELS 3 1 

men and women clad in clean, white undergarments with 
abbas of fresh black, looking as if they had been at some 
festival. I found they had been in attendance on an 
annual feast of one of their saints. 

On my return journey I reached Beirut the last of 
March, where 1 was delayed for a week, as the rainy 
season was not yet over, and was delightfully entertained 
at the home of my friends, Dr. and Mrs. Graham. The 
rain ceased on the sth of April so that I could go to 
Sidon, to the house of my friend, the Rev. W, K. Eddy, 
who had promised to prepare me for my tours in Pales- 
tine, which were to continue until the middle of August. 
I had secured Peter (Butrus), of Safita, in northern Syria, 
who had been trained in the Protestant school, as cook 
and muleteer. In the autumn of 1898, during my jour- 
ney in northern Syria, and again in the Syrian desert, he 
had been of my company, so we were in no sense stran- 
gers. I owed much in the journeys that followed to his 
good sense, his coolness, and fearlessness in danger. I 
do not refer to those mock attacks which dragomen some- 
times institute in collusion with Arabs for the diversion 
of tourists, that they may have something to tell, but to 
those perils which become dangers in lawless countries, 
if not promptly and resolutely met. He never failed me, 
when others were on the point of open rebellion, or even 
deserted me, and was always faithful to my interests, and 
sought to promote the economies that 1 found necessary. 

The first two days out, I tried a camel for the trans- 
portation of my baggage, but found him too slow and 
uncertain. Shut off from speaking my own tongue, and 
entirely dependent upon the natives for social inter- 
course, with but a very imperfect knowledge of Arabic, 
I found the first two days out quite disappointing, and 
began to count up the time I must practise endurance. 
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But the Spirit of travel soon possessed me, the charm of 
the scenery prevailed, the love of adventure, the joy 
of receiving light on the Bible so inspired me that every 
day became a satisfaction, and I could have gone on 
alone to the end. But friends suggested there were loss 
and danger involved in travel where 1 was cut off from 
English-speaking companionship. What if I should fall 
ill? Who, then, vould minister to my needs? After five 
weeks of touring, in which I had visited many important 
points between Sidon and Jerusalem, by a series of zig- 
lags, I reached the Holy City, where I made arrange- 
ments with Professor Gilroy, of the Semitic department 
of the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, to make the 
rest of our journeys together. While this arrangement 
was pleasant, it necessitated the employment of another 
muleteer, at the scale of prices current in Jerusalem, and 
created considerable dissatisfaction among the men I had 
hired in Syria at a cheaper wage. My expenses had 
been three dollars and sixty cents a day, after this they 
averaged four dollars apiece, including such difficult 
journeys as those to Beersheba, Kerak, and the Hauran, 
an amount which was not excessive. 

1 had carried out all chese journeys without malaria 
and without the loss of a single day through illness, 
except a slight indisposition in Jerusalem, at the end of 
my tours, which hindered me from a visit to Mar Saba 
and the cave of AduUam. In the months reviewed I had 
visited the most important places from Hamath to Beer- 
sheba on the west side of the Jordan, and from Karyaten 
in the Syrian desert on the east, to Kerak on the south; 
had passed up the sea coast from Beirut to Tripoli, and 
in the opposite direction to Haifa; and from Carmel to 
Jaffa, had seen Gaza and all the cities of the Philistine 
Plain, including a visit of two days with Dr. Fred Bliss 
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at Tell es-Safi, who afterwards showed me the line of his 
excavations in Jerusalem. I had scaled the most impor- 
tant mountains, such as Jebel Mahmal, Sunnin, Keneiseh, 
Hermon, Jermak; the hills back of Nazareth, Carmel, 
Tabor, Little Hermon, Osha, Jebel Neba, and Shihan. 
I had traversed the most important rivers, from the 
Orontes down ; had visited most of their principal sources ; 
had seen the lakes, from Kadesh near Homs, and Lake 
Yammuneh in Lebanon, to Huleh, Galilee, and the Dead 
Sea, all, through God's goodness, without serious acci- 
dent or mishap, thus adding greatly to my knowledge and 
appreciation of the Old Testament. However, the best 
results of travel were still to come. A list of tours will 
be found in Appendix B. 



CHAPTER in 

SPECIAL RESEARCHES 
Summers of 1900 and igoi 

For years I had been impressed with the importance 
of realism in the interpretation of the Old Testament — of 
being able to reproduce the life of the people as it was 
when lawgivers rendered their decisions, when prophets 
jircached, when psalmists sang, and wise men uttered 
proverbs. It was in the hope that I could enter more 
truly into the flesh and blood of the Old Testament that 
I planned the second journey for the summer of 1900. 
It iccmcd to me, as i have already indicated, that treas- 
ures of knowledge were possessed on the subject of man- 
ntir» nnd cut^toms by mis&ionaries which must pass away 
Willi the passing of those missionaries who had been 
lonuctt in the country, But how to get that after which 
I wuH aroping I could hardly tell; where to go and what 
III do, wh»l companions I should choose was not clear. 

I had completed my travels the year before with two 
VOiirotft. One was that on account of the great expense 
111 ihr journey, as I could not secure a companion, it had 
liocn impossible to visit Gadis,' as it is known among the 
niitivcs, though commonly called Ain Kadis, in the works 
iin ueoEraphy— the Kadesh Barnea of Trumbull' and 

TiftdU la Ihe pronunciation indicated by the natives. In vain 
tve iiiiiuircd for Ain Kadia; finally Gadis was suggested, Ae is 
well known by Arabic scholars, the Egyptians and some Bedouin 
iribo* |ironoiinc« ia/ like a hard g. This is the pronunciation 
recorded by Prolesaor Palmer, The Desert of the Exodus. New 
Votk, i»p. pp. 182-387, Ihough he iiica the term 'Ain Gadis, The 
Arab* Wilh wlmm we conversed spoke simply of Gadis. 

' Kadcih-Iiarnea, New York, 1884. 
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Others. The few who have visited this place have jour- 
neyed by the way of the Sinaitic Peninsula and Nakhl. ' 
They have found it difficult of approach and have been 
compelled to pay heavy blackmail by the Arabs.* The 
other regret was that I had been foiled in my attempt to 
visit the Druse Mountains.' 

Reaching Jerusalem the 15th of June, 1900, I found 
Mr. A. Forder, missionary among the Arabs, ready to 
accompany me. He had lived in Kerak as the head of 
an independent English mission more than five years. 
He had traveled repeatedly and successfully in various 
parts of Syria and Palestine, especially over the more 
difficult routes. He has quite recently made an extensive 
tour in Arabia. He bears on his body the marks of 
stripes from Arabs, who on one occasion beat him 
unmercifully and left him almost naked. In the gray 

' Edward L. Wilson, editor and proprietor of the Photographic 
Magaiine, failed to find it, as did Professor Schafi. Pfere Lagrange 
of the Dominicans, Jerusalem, who approached it by the way of 
Nakhl, said: "The Arabs pretended utter ignorance of Ain 
Kedeis," Revue Bihiique, July. 1896. This Review contains a 
caustic criticism of Trumbull's Description of Gadis, as he derived 
it from Guihe, Zeitschrift des Paleslina Vereins, Vol. VIII., p. 
182, B. P&re Lagrange writes, after giving particulars of that 
which Trumbull described with grea.t enthusiasm, "the decep- 
tion was so Kreat, the disenchantment so profound, that I threw 
myself on Sheik Suleiman, crying that he had deceived us. He 

Savely lifted his hand toward heaven, sweaiing by the Prophet 
at there was no other Ain Kedeis." 
■A professor of one of the American theological seminaries 
was compelled to pay ninety dollars blackmail 10 the Arabs in 
order to visit Gadis. 

'1 copy the following from Journal V., Jerusalem, July 11, 189Q: 
"I have oeen waiting here ten days in hope that the restriction 
laid by the Governor of Damascus on mv traveling in the Leja 
and the Jebel el-Druse might be removed, and have incurred no 
little expense in telegraphing both to Mr. Ravndal, the Consul at 
Beirut, and to Mr, Oscar Straus, the Minister at Constantinople, 
but it was all in vain. Mr. Straus saw the Grand Vizier at Con- 
stantinople last Saturday, who portrayed the daneers of the jour- 
ney so effectively that Mr. Straus telegraphed I should not go." 
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morning he stole, with a piece of sack around his loins, to 
the house of Mr. Murray, in Hebron, where he secured 
a suit of clothes. 

I had been told that it was possible to approach Gadis 
from the northeast by way of Beersheba.' Mr. Forder 
had never visited the place, but did not fear to attempt 
the journey. We set out on the i8th of June from Jeru- 
salem, and spent the first night at Mar Saba in the wilder- 
ness. Thence we went to Hebron, visited Main and 
Kurmul, the scene of David's history when he guarded 
the sheep of the churlish Nabal, and when he afterwards 
took Abigail to wife.' We visited Juttah, supposed by 
some to be the birthplace of John the Baptist,' and passed 
the nighi at Dahariyeh. Thence we went to Beersheba, 
a second lime. On my first visit, in the summer of 1899. 
I found that there were four wells, the Arabs were then 
engaged in reopening the fourth. On my second visit 
there were five, and I was shown the place where the 
sixth and seventh were to be found.* 

We passed on through the South Country, which derives 
its water supply from wells only. People bring all their 
flocks and herds a distance of three or four hours for 
their supplies of water. It is a great sight to visit such 
wells as those at Khalasa or at Biren, and to see from five 
to seven hundred and fifty sheep and goats, three hundred 
camels, and numerous asses — the flocks attended by 

' This informaiion came from Dr. Sterling, who was then mis- 
sionary of the Church Missionary Society ai Gaza. It seems that 
some travelers had made the journey from Gaia, as Mrs Patterson 
of Hebron told me she had met three Americans who had visited 
Gadis, going by way of Gaia. 
' I Sam. XXV. 40-43. 

hua. XV. (C. and oerhaps aiso the 'City of 
e and Syria, Leipsic 
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women, the camels and asses by men — and to reflect that 
for millenniums, just such scenes have been enacted at 
these wells as one may behold to-day. 

At a tradesman's tent in Khalasa we made friends 
with a sheik of the Azazimeh, who had been collecting 
taxes for the Turkish government and was returning 
home. After much hesitation he decided to go with us 
to Gadis. Accompanied by a clansman of his we set out 
about four o'clock in the morning. Though my ther- 
mometer had registered ninety-two degrees Fahrenheit in 
my tent about half-past two p. m. the day before, it had 
fallen to fifty-nine degrees at four o'clock a. m., and was 
SO cold that I was glad of the abba of my friend. Every 
now and again we passed by flocks of goats in the wilder- 
ness under the care of a shepherdess, for in that country, 
as well as in the Sinaitic Peninsula, girls attend the flocks, 
like Rachael and Zipporah' in the days of old. Each 
one started to her feet at the sound of our horses' hoofs 
to watch the travelers. 

We wound around wadis, where there were small 
fields of wheat with strong and luxuriant stalks, and where 
the soil was kept from being washed away in the rainy 
season by a succession of low, retaining walls. We saw 
threshing-floors, where camels were treading out the 
grain. Presently we left the country of the Azazimeh 
and came to that of the Teyahah. A man greeted us 
savagely, asked us whither we were going, and assured 
us if we kept on in our course to the spring, the people 
there would cut off our heads. We were not dismayed. 

About noon we came to a very deep and wild ravine, 
where the path was so precipitous that we had to dis- 
mount. We saw large flocks of goats in the distance, 
and after about half an hour, vre suddenly came on 

'Gen. xxis, 9; Ex. ii. 16-21. 
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Gadis. Rather a small stream of water ran through 
the lowest part of the wadi. On the right, as we 
entered it, was a succession of springs, or places in the 
ground where there was water, perhaps from ten to fif- 
teen. I was unable to make careful observations on 
account of the threatening attitude of the men and boys, 
who charged me with trying to bewitch a spring. There 
were from three to five hundred goats, scores of donkeys, 
and some camels, Many women were engaged in water- 
ing their flocks and in filling water-skins. Gadis is 
equivalent to Kadesh, and this is connected with a root 
in the Semitic family of languages which signifies holy. 
The spring was also called En Mishpat, or spring of judg- 
ment. As we shall see, such a place might be conceived 
of as the residence of a spirit to whom the people came 
for judicial decisions.' This may have been the site of 
the famous Kadesh Barnea. At least no place has yet 
been discovered which so well fulfils the conditions of 
the problem. There is good sweet water in considerable 
abundance for the wilderness, so that Gadis is in marked 
contrast to the rest of the South Country, which is 
dependent, as we have seen, on wells. 

As I cannot do more in the present work than to 
sketch travels which were of wide extent, I must not 
delay on details, which were most interesting, such as a 
night at Kurnub, where there are ruins and an ancient 
dam across the wadi. We had hoped to cross the south- 
ern end of the Dead Sea at this point on the way to Petra, 
but deceived by the Arabs as to our ability to reach an 
encampment and to secure food for our animals, we spent 
an anxious night in the wilderness, full of the sons of the 
desert, who might have massacred us and none would 
1 the Religion of the Seni- 
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our mounted horsemen, and made the steep ascent to the 
traditional tomb of Aaron at Mount Hor, along the path 
which in many places passes over bare rock. None saw 
us, and so we were not prevented from visiting the shrine. 
On our return in the early evening our horses went flying ; 
Musa our guide first, I next, and Mr. Forder last, as he 
observed, "just as if all the sprites were after us." 

The next journey was to Palmyra and the Druse Moun- 
tains. On account of quarantine, we were not able to 
go by Jaffa and Beirut, so had to take our journey over- 
land, one day from Jerusalem to Nablus, one from 
Nablus to Beisan, one from Beisan to Trbid, where, as 
we failed to find the Jisr el-Mujami, we forded the Jordan 
in the wake of a caravan of camels, and one by the way 
of Muzerib and the railroad to Damascus. 

The journey to Palmyra, for which we set out the 31st 
of July, had no especial bearing 00 my researches, but I 
had deeply regretted that when I was within less than a 
day of Tadmor in the desert, eighteen months before, I 
had not visited it. We drove all the way from Damascus 
to Palmyra in a victoria. We were accompanied by a 
single horseman from Karyaten whom I had secured with 
no small difficulty, as the twenty-five mounted soldiers 
were otherwise engaged and he had brought the mail 
from a solitary fort In the desert,' about five hours from 
Palmyra. Naturally he had set his heart on enjoying 
some of the pleasures of civilization for a day or two, and 
was most reluctant to return at once. Oft we drove at 
night over what seemed like the trackless ocean of the 
desert, guided by our horseman and drawn by three 
horses. Early in the morning we reached Beda, consist- 

' The term Syrian Desert is partly a misnomer. In March it 
is carpeted with verdure, and gay wilh flowers, even between 
Karyaten and Palmyra, as the Rev. John Crawford, D.D., of 
Uamaacus assured me. 
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ing only of a fortress by a deep well where four soldiers 
were stationed. There we rested about nine hours, and 
then pushed on. In the early evening we reached 
Palmyra. The ruins are extensive and magnificent. 
Baalbek, Jerash, Petra, Palmyra, who that has seen them 
can be the same person any more? Each has a fascina- 
tion of its own, and awakens thoughts and emotions 
which become a lifelong possession. 

On our return from Palmyra, we undertook a tour to 
the Druse Mountains under the most favorable circum- 
stances. This time I did not seek the permission of the 
government, as I had been thwarted in my endeavor to 
visit this district the year before. Mr. Forder bad 
secured the services of a Druse who was familiar with 
the country, and who was highly esteemed by his coreli- 
gionists. 

We stole out of Damascus, the 13th of August, by one 
of the side streets, so that none might inquire concerning 
our destination, or be inclined to stop us. Toward even- 
ing, we reached a point where we met several caravans 
of camels during half an hour. I had fallen behind. My 
horse, in his efforts to overtake my companions, dropped 
my saddle-bags containing my notes of all the preceding 
journeys of that summer. Our Druse guide, when he 
learned what had happened, slipped from his camel, took 
my horse, and at once galloped after the last Arab cara- 
van, which had just passed us. There, off in the wilder- 
ness, Mr. Forder and I stood waiting in the gloaming. 
They were anxious moments, because almost a constant 
stream of dark, wild men of the desert were passing us, 
and more than all, because these precious records might 
be lost for good. In due time our Druse appeared with 
the bags and everything intact. They had been appro- 
priated by a cameleer. 
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At ten o'clock at night, wrapped in our abbas, we 
passed the military station, on the frontier at Brak, 
where a guard of one hundred soldiers were peacefully 
sleeping. On we went to the first house of entertainment 
(meJay/eh), with which every considerable village is 
supplied. Thus for nine days we traveled without tents 
in the country of the Druses, enjoying a delightful 
hospitality. 

I had my bed, but with the exception of the last night, 
when my Druse had lain on it, I had escaped the pests 
of the country. On this tour I saw some most interesting 
evidences of blood-sprinkling and of other curious cus- 
toms. I had the pleasure of spending Sunday at the 
home of our Druse guide. He had desired we should 
lake his photograph. I had stipulated that when it was 
taken his wife should be in the group. He had seemed 
to accede to this condition, but when the time came for 
the picture to be taken, he discovered that it would be 
a "shame" to have any woman in the group. His wife, 
a sweet-faced woman, was compelled to be content to 
stand at a corner of the house with her babe in her arms, 
shyly looking on while the lords of creation were being 
photographed. 

These journeys seemed rich in their fruits. On reach- 
ing London I published several hundred circulars of 
inquiry regarding the manners and customs of the peoples 
of the East,' These I sent quite widely to mission- 
aries I received less than a dozen answers, some of 
tliese, however, were valuable. 

On my return to my work at the Chicago Theological 
Seminary, I prepared a course of ten lectures on the 
Manners 'and Customs of the Peoples of Bible Lands. 

' For the questions on the religious life of the people see 
AppcDdxs A. 
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during the second period of our year; and during 
the third, another course on the Survivals of Ancient 
Semitic Religion To-day. This latter sketch proved 
to be of great value in preparation for the researches 
I was to make in the summer of 1901, the results 
of which have far exceeded anything I had gained 
before. 

The preceding summer I ha.d arranged with the Rev. 
J. Stewart Crawford to be my companion and interpreter, 
I had supplied him with a copy of the list of questions 
prepared in London. He had seen but little light on the 
subject of my inquiries during most of the year, but in 
the spring of 1901, a series of floods at Nebk revealed 
religious beliefs of which he had never dreamed. In the 
prosecution of his inquiries he had the assistance of two 
native teachers, Selim and Suleiman, boih men of much 
intelligence and of great caution. He told them, in 
their interviews with natives, never to ask leading ques- 
tions, but to get all the information possible. They had 
regarded with disdain "the old wives' fables" which so 
abound in Syria, but under his encouragement they 
undertook the task with great success. 

I landed in Beirut to spend my fourth summer in Syria, 
the first day of June, 1901. I had been expecting to 
begin my travels at once, but Mr. Crawford was waiting 
for the arrival of a surrey from America, which we ex- 
pected to use on our journey for four days from Damas- 
cus to Mehardeh by Nebk, Homs, and Hamath. While 
waiting until the loth of June, I had the opportunity to 
make some investigations which were of the rarest inter- 
est. I shall never lose the fascination of the first inter- 
view which I had with the priest of a shrine, of whose 
existence the missionaries had not dreamed, though 
Doughty must have seen it without recognizing its signifi- 
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cance.' This first interview, in the informatioa and 
suggestions gained, was most inspiring, and was of happy 

augury for others which were to follow. 

Between the Lebanon and the Anti-Lebanon is the 
famous plain of the Buka, in which rise the sources of the 
Orontes and the Litani, and in which are the magnificent 
ruins of Baalbek. 

Parallel to the first range of the Anti-Lebanon is a 
second east of it, and between these ranges is a large 
valley, though of far less extent in length and width than 
the Buka, the southern part of which is known as the 
Plain of Zebedani. In this valley rises the Barada, com- 
monly supposed to have been the Abana, to which Naa- 
man refers.' It is also traversed by the railway from 
Beirut to Damascus. 

The observant traveler, after leaving the station of 
Zebedani, on his way to Damascus, may notice, a little 
past the village of Bludan, a grove of oaks, covering 
several acres on one of the foothills of the second range 
of Anti-Lebanon. It has long been known among 
the missionaries as the "Mother of Pieces" {JJmm 
Shakakif) from the custom of breaking jars in fulfillment 
of a vow, though the legends connected with the name 
were first ascertained by Mr. Crawford and myself on 

' Travels in Arabia Deserta, Cambridge, iS88, Vol. I., p. 450. 
" In the W. Barada, near Damascus, where certain heathenish cus- 
toms do yet remaiti amongst the Moslemln, 1 have visited two 
groves of evergreen -oaks, which are wishing-plaees for the peas- 
antry. If the thing fall 10 them for which they vowed, the y will 
go to the one on a certain day of the year to break a crock there; 
or ihey lay up a new siean in a little cave which is under the rock 
at the other. There I have looked in and saw it full to the entry 
of tbeir yet whole oSering-pots; in that other grove ^ou will see 
the heap of their broken potsherds. (The groves are in the valley 
coast westward above ihc village of Zibidany.)" He should have 
said eastward above the village. — C. 

'a Kings v. 11. 
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the i8th of June, and are now published, in another 

connection, for the first time. 

Such a grove, which would be common enough in other 
countries, easily suggests to the student of the religious 
customs of Syria a sacred grove. Such groves, aside 
from some religious use, are comparatively rare in Syria 
and Palestine, as the temptation is very great to use the 
wood for charcoal or for some other purpose. 

On visiting a hillside, which slopes rather abruptly, 
one finds a rectangular plot of ground, or platform, com- 
posed of earth, which is supported on two sides by 
retaining walls, meeting at right angles at the southwest 
corner. The wall in front, running nearly north and south, 
is thirty-five feet long, the other, running nearly east 
and west, is forty-four feet. The highest part of the 
front wall is six feet eight inches. There are no evi- 
dences of cement between the stones, which are of their 
natural size, except they have been broken so as to give 
a rough face. Back of the first platform there are traces 
of a second, on which I discovered the remains of a 
lintel, with a hollow for a hinge, such as is common in 
the buildings of the country. The presence of this stone 
seemed to indicate that a building once existed here. 
Whether we have in this platform the remains of an 
ancient high place cannot be determined, though it does 
not seem unlikely. 

At a considerable distance farther on, about a third 
of the way up the mountain, are other oaks, and a promi- 
nent rock, described by some missionaries as having the 
shape of a natural altar, though the lop of it has been 
artificially smoothed. On visiting it, the itth of June, 
with a muleteer, who is a nominal Christian, I learned 
that it was called "Rock of the Chair" {Kalat el-Kursi). 
It was on this visit I discovered that there was a weli 
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underneath the base of the monolith, which is superim- 
posed upon two projections of the ledge below, thus 
forming a little cave, in which I found a small banner of 
cotton cloth, with an Arabic inscription on it, beginning 
in the usual way, "In the name of God, the merciful, 
the compassionate," etc. There were some bits of mat- 
ting about the size of door-mats laid over each other and 
wnler-jars, perhaps designed for oil. Two other visits 
were made later with Mr. Crawford. The first on the 
i8th of June, when we learned from the care-taker, or 
minister,' that it was called among the Moslems "Chair 
of the Leaders" {Kursi ef-Aktat). 

The situation of the "Chair" is one of rare beauty and 
grandeur. To the south is Hermon, usually striped with 
snow before it has dissolved under the fierce Syrian sun; 
to the northwest is the highest summit of Lebanon. 
Below is the lovely valley of Zebedani, with its rich 
meadows, covered with grain, its tall green poplars, its 
vineyards, and in general a profusion of foliage, which is 
in sharp contrast to much of the barren scenery in Syria. 
The thoughts of the ancient worshipers, mounted on 
ihlH rock, whatever their cult, as they gazed on this 
gritnd and beautiful scene, must have been of an inspir- 
ll1|[ ohnractcr. 

Tho "Chuir," which resembles a great natural altar, 
lliKN Ihlrty.two feet, fronting toward the valley. Its 
Wlilllt iionr the base, northwest by west and southeast by 
Ptm, la iiliiiiil twenty feet. The dimensions of the top, 
WiMvll U (mrloctly flat and rectangular, are fourteen feet 
tl< \WA\*ik III IciiBth, running nearly north and south, by 
IpWVttll Wv\ Ihrco inches running nearly east and west. 
U Ui UtimifuvtJ, In the shape of a rough monolith. The 

t^^tl 'Jki;!j".""'i:' "'• '''"" J""'^ lo. and did so again August 3. 
\WW »Wlt \ h«k M umci measurements as possible. 
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appearance of this rock on the brink of a precipice at 
least sixty feet in depth, with sacred oaks all around it, 
about a third of the way up the mountain, is command- 
ing. There can be no doubt that from the earliest times 
it has been set apart (or some sacred use. It may be 
that altar-lires have been kindled on its summit. It 
may have been a favored place for the adoration of 
the sun. The rites now observed are doubtless differ- 
ent from what they once were, but their existence testifies 
to the sacred character of the rock in ancient times. It 
is impossible to determine whether it was put in its 
present place by human hands or by some convulsion of 
nature. The latter seems more probable. 

For prudential reasons I cannot enter into details of 
the journeys undertaken during the summer of 1901, in 
giving names and the circumstances of each interview. 
They are all in my journals, and were taken down with 
the utmost care. Each day was a surprise, with reference 
to the people with whom I had interviews. I do not see 
how I could have been more favored had I been gifted 
with the power to summon whom I would, for I conversed, 
through Mr. Crawford, with men familiar with distant 
parts of the Arab world, who had traveled widely and 
observed many curious customs. 

There were Arabs and men who had lived with Arabs; 
there were Bedouin; there were Moslems, including those 
who held official positions in mosques and at shrines; 
there were representatives of sects who had been initi- 
ated, whose disclosures, if known, might have meant 
death to them. The statements of Suleiman of Adana 
were confirmed, and an interesting manuscript was found. 
Almost every day was a revelation and a delight, for the 
information received was beyond the most sanguine 
expectations, and often came from sources, and on occa- 



48 PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION TO-DAY 

sions least expected. Mr. Crawford was much surprised, 
for we were hearing about matters concerning which the 
veteran missionaries of the country had do clear and 
connected knowledge. We experienced a joy and intoxi- 
cation like men who have found a treasure. So far as it 
was possible for us, we were careful in receiving our 
information and in testing it. 

Our first journey, which lasted from the aist of June to 
the 19th of July, covered the following chief points : Nebk, 
Horns, Hamath, Mehardeh, Ain Kurum, Ladikiyeh, 
Jendairieh, Dibbash, Behammra, Baniyas, Musyaf, and 
the return was over Mehardeh, Hamath, Horns, Nebk, 
and so back to Damascus. Besides, we visited Rasheya, 
Mount Hermon, and Nebi Safa. 

I also had the privilege of attending the second mis- 
sionary conference at Brummana, and of visiting Abbas 
Effendi, the head of the Babites at Acre. 

The value of the researches which I was enabled to 
make must stand the test of criticism. I am aware that 
at certain points they are incomplete. But I hope to 
continue ray travels and researches, and in my efforts to 
receive further information shall welcome criticism and 
suggestions, and shall hope for the co-operation of those 
who can add anything which may enforce or correct 
the positions taken, or shed new light upon them. 




CHAPTER IV 

THE SOURCES OF PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION 

The student of early Semitic religion is at once con- 
fronted with the question of the sources to which he shall 
go for investigation. There are two chief methods of 
approach, one is to take the religious literature, as far 
as it exists, in the great branches of the Semitic peoples, 
the other is to study the customs and beliefs of modern 
Semites. 

There should be abundant materials for the former 
among the clay tablets of the ancient Babylonians. How 
suggestive and fruitful these are may be seen from such 
a work as that of Zimmern.' There are also plenti- 
ful materials in the Old and New Testaments, especially 
in the Old Testament, and in the literature of the ancient 
Arabs. The results of researches in this latter domain 
were brought most clearly to light in W. Robertson 
Smith's Religion of the Semites. 

It is perhaps the most natural assumption that the 
form of Semitic religion, which is most ancient in years, 
is most ancient in fact, and comes nearest to revealing 
the primitive form of Semitic religion. If this be so, we 
shall turn to the records of the Babylonians, written in a 
Semitic language, for they reach back several thousand 
years before Christ. But such a method is open to this 
objection, that we may not be able to reach primitive 
conditions by the use of it, since there was a high degree 
of civilization in ancient Babylonia, and civilization is a 

■Beitr^ge lur Kenntnis der Babyloniscben Religion, Lei p«g, 
1901. 

49 



PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION TO-DAV 

disturbing element in the study of primitive forms of 
religion.' If we really wish to learn what the original 
religious conceptions were, we shall study those peoples 
and those usages which have been least affected by civili- 
lation, so that a people living to-day may present more 
that is primitive in their religious ideas and customs than 
the most ancient record can afford. 

For a similar reason, while we shall find much of 
greatest value for the discussion of this subject in the 
Bible, we must remember that original pictures of primi- 
tive conditions have been seriously affected in that book 
by later developments in religious teaching and history; 
in other words, by the influences which they have received 
outside of the primitive life of the people, or through 
Divine revelation. But the student who has once recog- 
uiied the constituent elements of primitive Semitic reli- 
gion, from whatever source he may have derived them, 
will 6nd abundant suggestions of their survival and influ- 
ence in shaping and giving expression to religious con- 
ceptions among the Assyrians and the Hebrews, which 
otherwise would have appeared in a different form. 

On the other hand, the accounts of the ancient Arabs, 
ns used by Wellhausen and W.- Robertson Smith, in their 

■W.Robertson Smiih. Religion of the Semites, New York, 
1SS9, pp. 14. IS. well Mvs, after remarking that " the preponder- 
ating opinion of Assyriologists is 10 the effect that the civilization 

ol Astyria and Babylonia was not purely Semitic K 

ihia be so, il is plain that the cuneiform material must be used 
with caution in our inqutry into the type of religion characteristic 
of the ancient Semites. That Babylonia is the best starting-point 
(or a comparative study of ancient beliefs and practices ot the 
Semitic peoples is an idea whidi has lately had some vogue 
and which at first sight appears plausible on account of the great 
antiquity of the monumenta! evidence. But in matters of this 
sort, ancient and primitive are not synonymous terms; and we 
must not look for the most primitive form of Semitic faith in a 
region where society was not primitive. In Babylonia, it would 
seem, society and religion alike were based on a fusion of two 
races and so were not primitive but complex." 
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investigations, probably afford the most trustworthy 
guide in the study of primitive religion, and the most 
trustworthy representation of its original character, aside 
from the sources which we may find to-day among the 
peoples who have transmitted primitive institutions from 
a remote antiquity. 

If we turn to the literature of Islam, we are presented 
with a problem similar to that found in the Old Testa- 
ment. There is an abundance of original Semitic ideas 
and usages, but these have been considerably distorted 
through the medium of Judaism, and to some extent 
through Christianity, which have exercised an influence 
upon the teachings of Mohammed, the founder of Islam.' 
The student who begins his study with the Koran cannot 
be certain as to that which is original in Semitic religion 
and that which is not. 

Where, then, are the sources of primitive Semitic reli- 
gion to be found, aside from the accounts which we have 
of the ancient heathen Arabs? Shall we not follow essen- 
tially the same method in this study as has been used so 
successfully by Mr. Andrew Lang in his Making of Reli- 
gion; by Frazer in his Golden Bough; and others? 
Whence do these writers derive the materials for their 
conceptions of primitive religion, of which primitive 
Semitic religion is but a subdivision? Is it not mainly 
from studies in the life of primitive peoples as they were 
found and may still be found among the American Indi- 
ans, among the aborigines of Australasia and of Africa, 
and among the ignorant and simple-minded of civilized 
peoples? It is to such that they have gone for their 
materials. 



'Geiger, Was hat Mobamraed aua dem Judenihume Aulge- 
men? Bonn, 1833; NSldeke, Geschichte dea Qarana, Gdttingen, 



52 PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION TO-DAY 

If, then, we follow their example, we shall conduct 
our investigations among those Semites who have been 
least affected by Judaism, Christianity, or Islam. There 
are multitudes of these who have preserved the most 
antique ideas and customs. The tenacity with which the 
Oriental mind if left to itself, holds that which has always 
been, and turns to it as unerringly as the needle to 
the pole, has been often observed, and is our guaranty 
that we may find primitive religious conditions among 
people with whom, if we approach them in the right way, 
we may hold intercourse to-day. 

The educated among them may be ignorant of such 
customs because they deem them beneath their notice, 
and so unworthy of their observation, or through shame 
that their people should be so superstitious and ignorant 
they may deny the existence of such customs, but pa- 
tience and the right method will bring out the truth. 

The best results in the study of primitive religion may 
be found through direct investigation at many different 
points in Syria and Palestine. Elements will be found 
which may be traced in other manifestations of Semitic 
religion, as seen among the Babylonians, the Phcenicians, 
the Moabites, the Hebrews, the Moslems, and all other 
Semites who have left any monuments of their religious 
beliefs and practices. But our conception of primitive 
Semitic religion is to be gained by an induction from 
(acts and phenomena found among the modern Semites. 
Of this primitive Semitic religion, when once we have 
rtCor'iie*' i'" characteristic features, we shall find hints, 
^jj_^tious, and examples in the historic religions of the 
' T j!]]^! Semitic literatures. Each of them has been 
>«Am>M ttwse primitive foundations or to use another 
«ch displays traits derived from this com- 
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The temptation is, indeed, very great to suppose that 
the religion which is most ancient in years must be nearer 
the primal sources than anything we may find to-day, 
when in fact, if civilization has come in, or a process of 
development, it may be much farther away. The ques- 
tion is not when a man left a certain road, but whether 
he has left it at all; not when he changed his religious 
beliefs and usages, but whether he has really changed 
them. Hence the simple, modern Semite who has remained 
untouched by the world's progress may represent a prim- 
itive religion which was in existence before the ancient 
Babylonian empire began to be, or was even thought of. 
From this point of view, the thousands of years by which 
Babylonian civilization was measured do not count, for 
the purposes of our investigation they are but one day. 

1 emphasize this point because we are otherwise in 
danger of being seriously misled. Zimmern seems to me 
to indicate this tendency when he urges that the Assyrian 
word kuffuru (to atone, or expiate), as used in the 
Babylonian Ritual of Atonement, which is identical with 
kipper, of the Old Testament, as a technical term in the 
priests' language for atonement, is primitive; that the 
Hebrews derived it from the Babylonians; the Aramjeans 
from the Hebrews; and the Arabs received the word 
from the Aramasans. Evidently he is impressed by the 
extreme age of the Babylonian religion. But is it not 
probable that this word, which is found among simple, 
ignorant Arabs to-day, may be from the primitive Semitic 
stock, from which Assyrians, Hebrews, and Aramxans 
have derived it? I think that any one who reads the 
definitions of kafara and its derivatives in Lane's Arabic 
English Lexicon must be persuaded that he is dealing 
with a primitive Arabic word, from which the technical 
sense was naturally derived. 
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Zimmem finds more than hints of a use of blood, which 
remind him of the sprinkling of blood in connection 
with the t'assover.' He does not argue that the Hebrews 
dcrivctl this rite from the Babylonians, though he might 
be tempted to do so,' We shall see, however, that we 
are dexliog with a primitive Semitic institution, or one, 
even i( we look into other literatures, which is found 
amoug other peoples. It will be clear, I think, that the 
Babylonians derived the word kuffuru from a language 
kindred to that of the Semitic forebears, from whom 
Hebrews, Aramsans, and Arabs have sprung. 

Zimmern docs not call special attention to the sacri- 
fices for houses, though he alludes to them, but in one of 
the tablets there are clear indications of such sacrifices.* 
Here, again, it might be supposed that a custom very 
prevalent among the ignorant Arabs had been derived 

'Kx.xii,7. 

'Op. cil., p. 127: "The exorcist shall to the .... gate go 
out. 4 sheep in the gale of the palace he shall offer, with the blood 
ol this lamb the lintel .... and post right and left before the 
gate of the palace." .... 

Zimmern supplies the word askuppaii. 

*0p. ch„ pp. 147-149. 

' To the house thou shall take them. 

('p>.>n a pedestal shall thou [ilace them. \ 

i\> diiTCi their eves to the rising sun, to bring them bowls of 



and torches 
\li»«l*>M the sun gues down thou shah die house , , . . shall 
|<Nfim ft sacriltce for Marduk, shalt offer a lamb thou shall place 

tim tltHk ikah SBcriticc four sacrifices of lambs, shalt remove 

'QSm Miiil r^C« three almrs for the house god, the bouse god- 
§■ 'w\'fti1 Wuse demon, three sacrifices of lambs shalt Uiou 
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from the Babylonians, but no one who has the facts 
before him, as they appear later in our discussion, will 
have the hardihood lo make such an assumption. 

It is our object to apply the touchstone of primitive 
Semitic religion thus found to the Semitic religions of 
ancient literature. I cannot attempt anything more in 
my investigation than to indicate some of the lineaments 
and characteristics of this primitive Semitic religion 
which have been described by W. Robertson Smith, and 
of which, as I have indicated in the introductory chapter, 
I have gathered fresh examples, and new materials have 
been discovered for other conclusions regarding that 
religion. 

I cannot even attempt, at this stage of my investiga- 
tion, from the standpoint of an Old-Testament interpreter, 
to give any systematic, much less exhaustive, treatment 
of the subject. I can simply show the way. 

But of this I am assured, that while the peculiarities of 
this ancient Semitic religion were in nowise necessary 
for a divine revelation, that revelation, through God's 
gracious condescension and in His divine wisdom, has 
taken not a little of its form and color from primitive 
Semitic religion, should it be found too much to affirm 
that it furnished the historical starting-point for the reli- 
gion of the ancient Israel. 




CHAPTER V 

MODERN SEMITES 

rrofe»»or Sayce and others have described the diffi- 
I'tilty which is found in making an accurate definition of 
(he Somite*.' It is hardly practicable to consider those 
who Kpoiik a Semitic language and those in whose veins 
flrtWii Semitic blood as coextensive.' It is clear from 
vnriimn points of view, even from those furnished by 
Arab* themselves, that while theoretically they derive 
ihcir pedigree from one ancestor,' their tribes are made 
up of diverse elements, which have been incorporated by 
covenant, or as slaves. Even on the face of the Old 
Testament record there are more than hints of the infu- 
sion of outside elements among the progenitors of ancient 
Israel. 

In the representations of patriarchal life, Abraham 
appears as an emir, with a trained band of three hundred 
and eighteen men.' As each of these men must have 
had a wife and at least one or more children, there must 
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Interesting and learned discussion of the subject by 

lUiiou: A Sketch of Semitic Origins, Social and Religious. New 
Yiirk. 1901, pp. I B. 

'Htyct, o|i, cit., p. 70. "The ancient population of Babylonia 
WMI it mixed unr, and it is probable that the predominant element 
111 ll remained nnti-Semilic to the end, although it had learned to 
*M«|( M Somitlc Idiom. It is questionable whether the PhtEni- 
uiaiii i>r CHtiaanltet were of purely Semitic ancestry, and yet it 
wui from lliem that the Israelites learned the language which we 
Villi iUhrew." 

i\V, Koh«ri»aii Smith, Kinship and Marriage in Early Arabia, 
( •iiiihrldiie, lS8(, pp. j H. I have heard various examples from 
itt* Ai'ht id « tlmiliir sort. 

«(<•». kIv. 14> 
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have been an encampment of three hundred and fifty 
tents and a population of twelve hundred. While these 
are not reckoned in the Bible as the tribe of Abraham, 
among both ancient and modern Semites they would be 
thus reckoned, as if they were of his own tiesh and blood. 

It is true that this retinue of servants disappears in 
the account that is given of the twelve patriarchs, who 
go down to Egypt as individuals,' but we read of a mixed 
multitude who follow the children of Israel out of Egypt.' 
The blood of these original tribes could not be kept pure, 
when "blood brotherhood" through covenant constitutes 
a closer tie among Orientals than brotherhood through 
descent,' and those who are gathered under one leader 
are considered as belonging to the same tribe. 

Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull gives an interesting illus- 
tration of the fact that people, not at all related to each 
other, are reckoned in the East as members of the same 
family. He writes:' 

"My two traveling companions were young men, 
neither of them being a relative of mine. This fact 
was well understood by our Egyptian dragoman, but 
when we first met old Shaykh Moosa, who was to convey 
us from Cairo to Sinai, the three were presented to him 
as 'Mr, Trumbull and his two sons.' At this I touched 
the dragoman and said, quietly, 'Not my sons, but 
young friends of mine.' 

" "That's all right,' said the dragoman. 'He wouldn't 
understand anything else.' 

"Then I found that each traveling party was known 
as a 'family," of which the senior member was the father. 

'Gen. xlvi. 1-27. 

'E«.xii. 37-38- 

•TrumbuU, The Blood Covenant, Philadelphia, iSgj, p. 11. 

'Studies in Oriealal Social Life, Philadelphia, i8g4i P- Z3S. 




58 PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION TO-DAV 

So it was simply a choice in our case, whether I should 
be called the young men's father, or one of them should 
be called mine; one of us must stand for the father of 
the other two. In view of this alternative, I, from that 
time on, passed as the father of the 'family,' until the 
desert was crossed." 

While, therefore, it would be of the utmost interest if 
we couid unwind the strands which have been twisted 
together in tribal life, and trace the modern Bedouin 
back to the ancient Bedouin and Arabs, known as the 
Midianites and ail the children of the East,' this is not 
necessary for our purpose. Those who live in Semitic 
lands, and who use Semitic forms of speech, have also 
retained Semitic customs. 

Semitic speech and Semitic territory conjoined, even 
if we could prove that radical changes have been made 
in the population, would be found more powerful for 
sustaining ancient customs than alien blood in obliter- 
ating them. Whatever ignorant Oriental people might 
take up their abode in northern Syria, if we could sup- 
pose that the present inhabitants could come under 
subjection to them, would soon become converts to the 
worship of the high places. The seats of ancient Canaan- 
itish heathenism had power to master the Israelitish con- 
querors of Canaan, who had from the very beginning 
been accustomed to a worship which was not dissimilar 
to that of the conquered; and any Oriental people com- 
ing into the same country to-day would fall under the 
spell of ancient heathenism and superstition. The con- 
quered people allied with the high places and seats of 
primeval worship become the conquerors in religion. 
The little maid of Naaman'swife had power to set in 
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motion a train of influences which led the proud Sj^rian 
to humble himself, so that he sought healing from the 
prophet of the despised Israelites, and at last turned from 
the bright waters of his beautiful Damascus to wash in 
those of the turbid Jordan.' 

Again, in modern times there is a well-attested instance 
of the same principle in a servant being able to induce an 
intelligent English woman to yield to superstition.' The 
story goes that there was the wife of an English officer in 
India, well advanced in years, who was childless. Her 
Hindustani maid knew of a temple to which barren Hin- 
doo women had recourse, which was a place of phallic 
worship so common in India.' The Hindustani maid 
firmly believed that if her mistress could be induced to 
go thither and take her seat in the prescribed manner she 
would become a mother. Her English mistress, perhaps 
partly through curiosity, and partly to please her maid, 
repaired to the temple and took the seat as directed ; in 
due time, as in so many other cases of a similar sort,* 
she had a son. 

This, then, illustrates the proposition, that the con- 
quered race allied with high places and seats of primeval 
worship can maintain themselves against every Ori- 
ental conqueror. If we establish this point, we may, 
for all practical purposes, consider the whole domain 
of Syria and Palestine as the proper field of investigation 
for survivals of ancient Semitic religious customs." The 

'I Kings V.2-H. 

'Daniel Z, Noorian of New York, iruated dragoman of Rev, 
W. Hayes Ward, LL. D. 

'Teslimonj' of Rev. J. F. Loba, D.D., a member of the Depu- 
tation of the American Board la India. 

'There are many well-allestcd instances o( barren women 
having children after the perfonnaace of superstitious riles. 

• George Adam Smith, op. dt. pp. lo, 1 1 : " The population of 
Syria has always been essentially Semitic. There are few lands 
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Sinaitic Peninsula, Arabia Deseria, the entire region of 
Mesopotamia, of ancient Babylonia, and of Asia Minor 
are valuable for comparative purposes. But the chief 
seat of investigation is, after all, to be found tn the 
country known as Syria and Palestine, so far as we desire 
to find apposite illustrations of Semitic usage in the Old 
and New Testaments, though Asia Minor is said to afford 
a fruitful field. Such usage is not confined to the Old 
Testament. There are abundant examples in the New. 
The demonology which we find there resembles strongly 
the teaching which appears among modern Arabs con- 
cerning the jinn, nor need we suppose it to be essen- 
tially different from the beliefs which made witchcraft 
possible and profitable in Old Testament times. 

In all these studies we are encroaching on the larger 
domain of comparative religion, as will be abundantly 
clear from the comparison of any good book on the sub- 
ject' with the results of sach investigations. But there 
is a distinct gain in limiting our researches to those who, 
by virtue of descent, by territory, or by language, may be 
reckoned as Semites. 

However, as the subject has been suggested, "Who 
are the modern Semites?" we may pursue it a little 
farther, remembering that anything like certainty is 
impossible. 

In northwestern Syria are the Nusairiyeh and Ismaili- 
yeh, thought by many to be descendants of the ancient 
Canaanites. An intelligent Syrian has suggested that 

into which lo many divers races have come; as in ancient times 
Philislines and Hiititcs; then in very large numbers, Greeks; ihen 
with the Crusades a few hundred thousand Franks; then til) the , 
present day more Franks, more Greeks, Turks, Kliurds, and soma m 
cciloniM of Circassians. But all these have scarcely even been 
grafted on the stock, and the stock is Semitic." 

'Jevoni, An Introduction to the History of Religion: Fraier, I 
op, cit. ■ 



MODERN SEMITES 



61 



tbey are of the ancient Hittite stock, who failed to be 
dislodged from their mountain fastnesses by the storms of 
invading armies.* Certain it is that when they had once 
taken their place in their mountains no foe could dis- 
lodge them, nor can to-day, until roads are constructed 
by the government. However, in general terms, we may 
consider them as of the ancient Canaanitic race, but 
speaking a language then, as they speak a language now, 
of Semitic origin. Israel, the Phttnicians, the Philis- 
tines, the Moabites, Ammonites, and other ancient 
Semites, all spoke a kindred tongue* as is the case with 
the modern Semitic peoples to-day. 

In the Syrian Desert and in northeastern Syria are the 
Aramxans. Their speech is still preserved in the ritual 
of the Jacobites, of the Syriac church, of the Maronitcs, 
and in three villages, including Malula,' where Syriac is 
still spoken. These, excepting perhaps the Maronites, 
are Semites. Various races entering Palestine on the west- 
em side of the Jordan have caused an admixture of blood, 
and the introduction of foreign elements, which no man 
can determine. 

It has been suggested by a writer in the Encyclopaedia 
firitannica on the Druses that ihey may be of Chinese 
extraction.* It is a singular and interesting fact, how- 
ever it may be explained, that their heaven is in China, 
where they claim to have a thousand cities. When 
a man of some distinction dies among them there is 
said to be an antiphonal service consisting of a 

' Mr. Jabur of Nebk. 

'Cf. Stade, Lehrbuch der HebrSischen Grammalik, Leipzig, 
l87<). pp. 1-13. 

■Dr. F. J. Bliss, Malula and its Dialect, Palesiine Exploration 
Fund, Lonaoii, i8po, pp. 74-98. 

' Mr. H. A. Webster, bul he does not commit himself to this 
L view. 
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chorega and chorus, all of whom are women. The 

leader sings: 

" Ob man who has been a chief for two ceniuries, 
We congratulate the people of China on receiving your soul." 

The chorus repeats these lines.' This is curious, and 
while it is not enough to prove that the Druses in 
Lebanon and in the Druse Mountains are of Chinese 
extraction, it seems to indicate at least that they are of 
foreign elements. 

Nor are the Syrians of pure stock. One may often 
see fair faces and golden hair, inclining to red,' among 
the children, which may well point back to some Crusad- 
ing sire. It is certain that the soldiers from Britain and 
European countries who could not return and who did 
not die would find Syrian wives; hence a fair skin and a 
cast of features are often found among Syrians which 
betray a European origin. 

The swarthy inhabitants of the Jaulan, the Hauran, 
of Moab, Edom, and the South Country {Negeb), even 
when they dwell in towns, except where Circassians have 
taken their place among certain ruins, betray their Arab 
origin. But from whatever loins they may have sprung, 
all the inhabitants of Syria and Palestine, except Protest- 
ant Christians, who have been mostly shamed out of the 
ancient beliefs, are for the purposes of our investigation, 
modern Semites. Even in towns which have been most 
fully Europeanized there are traces of ancient supersti- 
tions and usages coming down from primitive Semitism. 

' This and other Information about the Druses was given n 
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CHAPTER VI 

CON'CEPTIONS OF GOD 

Dr. W. L. Thompson, of the American Board,' says. 
that "the Tongas have a hazy idea of God, as the first 
cause, but the worship of spirits and ancestors is more 
of a power in their lives. ' ' ' 

The same statement is true of those modern Semites 
who have not been affected by the teaching of Islam, or 
by that of ancient Christtanily. These are to be found, 
as we have seen, among ignorant peasants in Syria and 
Palestine, as well as among various tribes of Arabs.' 

'Of Mount Silinda, East Central African Mission. 

'Personal interview, Journal, summer ot tijai. 

•While ihe words Arab and Bedouin, in the 
practically mean ihe same thing, there is a cleai . . 

signification indicated by Lane (see his Arabic-English lexicon) as 
well as In usage. Lane defines el-Arab as "Those who have 
alighted and made their abode in the cultivated regions, and have 
taken as their homes Ihe Arabian cities and towns or villages, 
and others also tbal are related to them .... an appellation o( 
common application [to the whole nation] .... [and in ihe lexi- 
con .... applied to the desert Arabs of pure speech)." Hence 
ihis term is frequently used, not only of those Arabs who have 
begun lo cultivate the fields, but also of those who live in towns. 
It may be used o[ the inhabitants of the desert, or pure nomads, 
but not exclusively so. On the other band, Bedawi, according lo 
the same eminent authority, signifies: " Of, or belonging lo, or 
relating to, the bediv or desert: and used as a subst., a man, 
and particularly an Arab ol the desert." The Bedouin never live 
in towns, never cuhivate the soil, but gain their livelihood by 
raids; and they regard with unspeakable disdain those who have 
forsaken the nomad life to live even in part by the tillage of the 
soil. The term FelloAtn, which signifies j)loughman, is used of 
the peasant class. It is among the Fellahm and the Bedouin, as 
least affected by Islam that we should expect the largest rr — '"- "- 

these investigations with respect to ( !-•- -< 

Semitic religion. 
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In conducting our tnrestigations it is not eas^ to dis- 
cover whether the conceptions of God, which exist to-day 
among them, however sKadowy, have come from the 
instruction of Moslem sheiks, who often teach the 
Bedouin, at least for a brief period, the tenets of Islam,' 
or whether we have the same phenomenon among them 
as that which has been pointed out by Mr. Andrew 
I.ang, in his Making of Religion,' where the worship of 
Cod, and of inferior deities, without the influence of 
"|W»illvc religion," ' exists side by side. Nor can we 
dotorminc whether the conceptions of God, now found 
Among the Rcdouin, are evolutions from the conditions 
uf tribal life, so that God is but a superhuman sheik. 
Thli U a domain in which further investigations are 
necoHMAry. The opinions and reports of travelers are 
ton (rngmentary to supply adequate data for an induction. 

Il intmt tic remenihered that the modern Semite does 
mH rvAiiOit with respect to religious matters. By nature, 



, j» ol the Arabs from personal 

t^UHin''tlliiii, ih^i " \htiv lire lorcelv uiiy religioua sheiks among 
tW HvdiiMlii. )< ihPv havtf mo i«litciiJuB sncik tnev send (or one lo 
a|l«ltit M fkiliVINl, Hi> h«« ircii the Anibs come lo Karyaten, in 
th» Svil>iu l^vtt, lt>r i\ith A (heik." 

i»\ \\u> olh«r hand, the chlrt o( the Kawaeiti, a small tribe that 
in|t|l«l« o*»t I'f ('*hnyr*, afttnn thai " every body o( Arabs bag a 
lullgluui iltplk," Jtiumil \LI., summer of iqoi. This latter 
ititlnmiiiil il improbable. Lady Blunt, Bedoum Tribes of the 
Ktiiiliriilvi. Ltuidtui, iBTa Vol, 11„ p. 217, testifies: "The Shammar 
Hlone »t iill the iiiihle tribes we visited possessed a mollah, and 
itji duilM with llinm were in no way of a priestly character." 

'\V. Knbflrtion Smlili, Leciures on the Religion of the Sem- 
iies. Now Yiirk, iHlta, p. 1: "Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are 
piiilllvff leUijion* - Inal is. ihey did not grow up (ike the systems 
of aiktleiil neNlhviiiim, under the action of unconscious forces, 
(iparMllitv silently from sgc lu age, but trace their origin 10 the 
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imaginative and impressionable, his ideas regarding Uie 
Divine Being are rather pictures left on his mind than the 
result of any philosophical reflection, since he does oot 
philosophize. He is not at all affected bj views which 
are inconsistent, hence mutually exclosiTc.' He will 
admit, that according to the tenets of Islam he sboittd 
be a fatalist, whose life cannot be prolonged by prayers, 
tears, or sacrifices; one day, after the limit decreed has 
expired, he will confess his belief in fatalism, and then 
will justify a usage entirely inconsistent with stich a belief 
by naively saying, "This is according to the simplicity 
of our minds."' The simplicity of the Semitic mind 
accounts for the survival of ancient customs which have 
been handed down from the remotest antiquity, notwith' 
standing the teachings of Islam or Christianity. 

To the Arab or Syrian, custom is mightier than right; 
indeed custom is the only right he knows. Both moral- 
ity and religion depend upon it. The heavens might 
sooner fall than custom be set aside. If wc can get at 
the usage of the Semite we shall know what bis religion ts. 
Another principle which we must remember is deeply 
' Palgravc. NarraiiTC ot a Veal's toBroey ihra^h Ccntnl and 
Eancm Anbia. Loadon, tS^ VoL L, p. eS: 'Ae Atabs tn, 
senerall^speaking.ratfaerabeBeviBS thniarriigiotMiialioa .... 
Hen who readily Krw» an abctraa bdid to cveryiluag ai 
unlikely w recoiidfc, in a practical way, ibc m.™ -——■«- 
thm aomiiiiMl imo their tneofj by *aam ona _ 
jewuh, Mabootetn or Pagan cma» ancTtrmni lh( Anb, wbcn 
lefi to hioMeli, does not mc wtar tliey ihoold act all be cqaally 



'TIm SctYauof ibe "Chafa',' a abrinc near Zcbcdasi, wMdi 
wtU be described later, after wtjias, " EvciT boOdBic niiiM have 
its death— man, woana. duU, or anriMal God haa anwnted a 
redemptioa for trtrj bsBdiag throt^i sacrifices If God kaa 
accepted the cacrifice be haa redeemed die hooae'— added, "diii 
is according 10 Ae wiaplidly of oar wunda. tA coane erery Hian 
dies when kit time comes.' Joomal X., a uu MD er <d iqot. TUi 
I ijiiiiiim recurred in diSerrnt fonni a wwber of times, Aowing 
thai flte Arab or Syrian wa« comcioD* a< the contrast between 
andeM nuKe and ibe leneti of Uam. 
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ingrained in their view of the divine as well as the haman 
Tv-viuomy, is the belief that might makes right. In the 
vwtts of another, "God makes right by edict."' In 
rtw same category belongs the conviction that God can 
W bought; that is, that he is bribable. This is the 
<Mj>ericnce which every Oriental has had of human gov- 
ffttinent, he naturally has the same view of the divine. 

From the foregoing it is easy to see that the modem 
S«inite has no ethical conception of God as holy, or as 
Ht, hence we shall find that his views of sin are entirely 
lltclent, and do not possess a moral quality. He is not 
Miid to take God's name in vain, or to swear falsely by 
^JMt* or to use it in the most shameful connections.' It 
In certain that such a conception of God has no power to 
4fiN.'t the life of the Syrian or Bedouin. Nor need we 
Auil it At variance with the representations which have 
txwu |[ivon of him by most travelers. 

It (uay well be that Palgrave is right when he claims 
Mil, "A general belief in the Supreme Being, author of 
^oad ruler of all, has from time immemorial prevailed 
»U)[hout Arabia." * Nor docs such a belief serve to 
^tVttO thoir hopes of the future life, or check a spirit of 
^«9t(ul ItfAVado, when brought to think of appearing 
^t,i«V A Owl who is neither just nor holy. Mr. Henry 
U^ ^^(^a)j, vi the Church Missionary Society, for twelve 

'"I t%» WtWtMl hti noi the same idea of abstract right 
VtA %WMt 4^ tV tVuidentnl. He thinks God makes right and 
wil* W™KV ' '"'•'^'«** *'•'' '^''^ ^^^- George E. Post. D.D., 
Xvh ^iMwr«v4M(iiiil CulleKC, Beirut, Journal IX.. summer of 

' • ' '. . -.-t rvhuiiiUlit examples, as is affirmed every- 
^'iii, ("ravel* In Arabia Deserta, Cambridge, 

, n s'l |)i« Mnnners and Customs of ihe Mod- 
VM,vv— . .^4^ ifcA t'P. »«. »87- 
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years missionary in the East, including a residence in 
Tripoli, Africa, and in Kerak, now of Gaza, testifies in 
the same strain: "The idea of God is very vague, but 
seems to be mainly an enlarged edition of a Bedouin 
sheilc; that is, of a beneficent but capricious despot. I 
have never met with any one who had a notion of the 
character of God." ' "God is for them a chief, residing 
mainly, it would seem, in the sun, with which indeed 
they in a manner identify him .... somewhat more 
powerful, of course, than their own head man ... 
but in other respects of much the same style and charac- 
ter. ' ' ' 

Lady Biunt's characterization of the Bedouin's rela- 
tion to God gives no disclosure of htm as a just or holy 
being, but rather as one possessed of superior power: "A 
belief, then, in God certainly exists among the Bedouins, 
though the only active form of it is a submission to the 
Divine will. It stands in singular correspondence with 
the religion of the ancient patriarchs. At the present 
day, no doubt, it is but a vague reflection of ancient 
faith, and depends as much upon custom as every other 
belief or prejudice of the Bedouin mind." ' 

Perhaps an exceptional consciousness of sin and a 
religion that is beautiful — anJ it would almost seem 
exceptional among the sons of the desert, as observed 
among the Towarah in the Sinaitic Peninsula — is indi- 
cated in some Bedouin prayers, overheard and reported 
by Professor Palmer. The following is a specimen of 
one at sunset: "0 Lord, be gracious unto us! In all 
that we hear or see, in all that we say or do, be gracious 

' From answers furnished by Mr. Harding to questions, winter 
of igoi, 

'Palgrave, ibid. p. 33. 

•Lady Anne Blum, Bedouin Tribes of the Euphrates, London, 



•Lady Anne Blunt, 

1879, Vol. 11.. p. Z20, 
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unto us! Have mercy upon our friends who have passed 
away before us. I ask pardon of the great God. I ask 
pardon at the sunset, when every sinner turns to Him, 
Now and forever, I ask pardon of God, O Lord, cover 
us from our sins, guard our children, and protect our 
weaker friends!" 

Again, at sunrise, they pray: "I seek refuge with the 
great God from Satan accursed with stones. Deliver me 
from evil, provide for me and for my brethren the faith- 
ful O Lord, uncover not our inmost faults, pro- 
tect our children and our weaker friends. O Lord, 
provide for me. Thou who providest for the blind hyena!" 

These higher and better conceptions of God may well 
have been inspired by the teachings of Islam. This 
seems likely from the formula with which they preface 
every prayer: "I desire to pray and to seek guidance 
from God; for good and pure prayers come from God 
alone. Peace be upon our Lord Abraham and our Lord 
Mohammed." ' Besides they are able, from memory, to 
recite certain sections of the Koran, as I was assured, at 
one of their festivals.' 

It is doubtless true that among the majority of the 
Fellahin and Arabs their conceptions of God have been 
modified by their habits and condition, if we may not 
affirm that they have been derived from them. Hence 
to them God is the author of good and evil.' No sheik 
with whom they have had to do, no emir, or sultan, of 
whom they have ever heard, is the author of good alone. 

' The Desert of the Exodus, New York, 187a, pp. 86, 87, 
'Journal IV. spring of 1&99, in the Sinailic Peninsula. 
'Ladv Blunt, op, cii.. Vol. II, pp. 216,217: "God is the (ate to 
which all must bow, the cause ot ine good and oE the evil in life 
.... of the fertility o( their (locks, and of the murrains which 
sometimes afflict them." The Moslems think that evil is directly 
from the Devil by the permission of God. Journal X, Nebk. 
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This is an old Semitic conception which we find illus- 
uatcd in the Old Testament. Job says, with respect to 
the appalling calamities which have befallen him in the 
loss of property and children, "What? shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?" ' 
So it is "an evil spirit from the Lord" that troubles 
Saul,' Thus "The anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel, and he moved David against them, saying, go, 
number Israel and Judah." * The same fear of number- 
ing the people among the modern Semites is partially 
chargeable for the absence of any correct statistics as to 
the population of Oriental cities and towns. It is inter- 
esting to note that the theology of later Judaism has 
amended the passage to read, "And Satan stood up 
against Israel and moved David to number Israel."' 
Amos speaks from the old point of view, when be asks, 
"Shall evil befall a city, and the Lord hath not done 
it?"» 

Closely connected with this is the thought, that God 
may lead astray. Thus Suleiman, a teacher in a school 
of the Irish Presbyterian Church in Nebk, who made 
most careful investigations for me during more than two 
months, interviewing Moslems and Christians, Fellahin 
and Bedouin, at the suggestion of Rev. J, Stewart Craw- 
ford, said, as the result ol many interviews with many 
kinds of people: "Their view is that God is the creator 
of heaven and earth, the maker of all men, the giver of 
good to all. He may also lead astray. The ignorant 
know up to this point." ' This is evidently a survival 
of an ancient Semitic conception, which we find gives 
coloring to certain Old Testament passages, as for 

' Job ii. 10. ■• 1 Chron. xxi. 1. 

'1 Sam, xvi. 14-16,23; xriii. 10. 'Amosiii. 6. 

*2 Sam. Jtxiv. 1. •Journal X., Syrian Desert. 
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example, when the Lord is represented as saying of 
Pharaoh: "I will harden his heart," ' and Isaiah repre- 
sents God as bidding him, "Make the heart of this people 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and smear their eyes, lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and perceive with their heart, and should convert and be 
healed." ' I do not, of course, believe that these pas- 
sages teach that God leads man astray, but they are 
certainly colored by this idea. Another passage, read 
literally, expresses the view, that God makes the enemies 
of his people guilty — I refer to Ps. v. ii., where the 
psalmist prays, according to the Hebrew idiom, "Make 
them guilty, O God," which the Revisers well translate, 
"Hold them guilty, O God," or perhaps better, "Declare 
them guilty, O God" ; that is, "Let them suffer the con- 
sequences of their guilt," We have an illustration of 
this meaning in passages parallel to God's hardening 
Pharaoh's heart, where it is said: "Pharaoh hardened 
his heart." ' But the thought that God leads man astray 
is original in the Semitic mind. So ingrained is the 
ancient idea, through millenniums of oppression, that 
any one in power is responsible for the failure of an 
inferior, that it sometimes appears to-day in a very amus- 
ing way. The following incident, which illustrates this 
point, came under my notice when I was spending five 
weeks at the Syrian Protestant College in Beirut. A 
student failed to pass his examination in French, He 
therefore wrote a very indignant letter to the French 
professor, in which he asked the question, in Arab-Eng- 
lish, "Why did you fail me?" By this he did not mean. 
"Why did you declare that my examination was a fail- 
ure?" but "Why did you cause me to fail?" This was 

' Ex, iv. 21, cf, ix. 12, X. 20, 27; xi. 10; xiv. 4. 8. 17. 

'ls.vi.ij.io. 'Ex.viii. 15,33. 
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evidently his meaning from the tenor of his letter, in 
which he claimed that he had done excellent work in 
French. The belief that God leads men astray has a 
very important bearing on their notion of sin, as we shall 
see, when we come to consider the mora! relation of man 
to God. 

The people, judging from experience, regard God as 
a jealous being, upon whose help they may rely at any 
given crisis of their lives, if they make him a satisfactory 
present. The late Rev. John Zeller, for more than 
forty years missionary in Palestine, who knew much of 
the working of the native mind, said: "The sacrifice 
of a sheep may have a vicarious character, in so far as it 
is thought to appease a jealous God who is not willing 
to have any one too prosperous." ' It seems as if one 
of the earliest representations of man's approach to God 
was through a gift, as that i& the proper rendering of 
miaha, the term used to describe the present which Cain 
and Abel are represented as bringing to God.' This is 
the simplest conception of sacrifice. They bring a 
present to God as a man would bring a gift to an emir, 
and would consider it "singularly impertinent to go 
empty-handed." ' Men, realizing too well their experi- 
ences with earthly potentates, and fearing their jealousy, 
bring their gifts. It is this ancient idea which appears 
in an utterance of David, when he has a parley with 
Saul: "If it be the Lord that hath stirred thee up against 
me, let him smell an offering."* The account of the 
confusion of tongues seems almost to suggest the belief 
of the writer that God was jealous because of an achieve- 

' Journal VIII. Jerusalem, summer of 1900. 

'Gen. iv, 3, 4 (Hebrew). 

' Interview with the Rev. G. M. Mackie, D.D., Beirut, Journal X. 

' I Sam. xxvi. iq, Rev. Ver. Margin. 
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meiit, which might indicate that in time men, if permitted 
lo live together unchecked, might become "too pros- 
perous" and endanger the supremacy of God himself.' 
There are other illustrations of the same conception of 
God. There are numerous examples in the Old Testa- 
ment which show that the ancient writers have been led 
in their choice of expressions and manner of representa- 
tion, by beliefs and modes of thought current in their 
times, and which still exist among Syrians and Bedouin 
to-day. 

There seems to be abundant evidence that ignorant 
people think of God as one of themselves,* as having a 
human organism.' He and St. George, the most power- 
ful of the saints, are considered by some as brothers. 
The implications of such a view are far-reaching, as we 
shall see when I come to speak of the physical relation 
of man to God. 

We have Old Testament examples, where the form of 
the narrative has been borrowed from old Semitic ideas, 
although the truth taught has not been dominated by 
them. Such is a class of passages which are not ade- 
quately explained by aflBrming that they are anthropo- 

'Gen. xi. 6. 

'Mr. Henry Harding, made the followinfr statement: "Ordinary 
people would think of God aa like themselves. They would ex- 
pect God to deal with them as tbey would deal with one another. 
The idea of God is very vague. The welis and spirits are much 
nearer." Journal Xlll. Brummana, summer of igoi. 

'Suleiman, the Protesiam teacher at Nebk, asked a man, 
"Who is God?" Ans. "The existing one." "Has he eyes?" 
Ans. "Certainly." "Has he ears?" Ans. "Certainly," There 
is an expression in Ncbk, if a man is very tall, thai he can reach 
to certain parts of the body of ibe deity. Even the women of the 
same place will say, when vexed, " Get out, for the sake of the 
back parts of our Lordl" At the village of Dibbash in the Nusal- 
rian Mountains, occupied by Greek Christians, we were told that 
the people " think of God as made in the image of man," Journal 
XI. summer of 1901. 
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morphic; they are really more than that, for they betray 
conceptions of God at a stage when his omniscience and 
omnipresence were not apprehended in any such sense as 
other writers apprehend them. For example, God Is 
represented in one of the most ancient Old-Testament 
documents as walking in the garden in the cool of a 
tropical day, the safest and most agreeable time for man 
to walk abroad, and so the safest time for God, here 
conceived of by the writer as needing to avoid the burn- 
ing sun. He, too, like one of his creatures, needs to call 
the man who, with his wife, has hidden himself among 
the trees of the garden, else He might not find him.' 
Most antique is the representation of God smelling the 
sweet savor of Noah's sacrifice, and pleased as much as 
any man could be with a gift, and promising in his heart, 
because of this satisfaction, that he will not curse the 
ground again because of man.' We know that this is an 
ancient Semitic conception, inasmuch as we have a gro- 
tesque and polytheistic form in the ancient Babylonian 
tradition.' But it is also clear from this parallel account, 
chat while the Jehovistic writer is so naive in his descrip- 
tions, he has been kept by the Divine Spirit from making 
unworthy representations of God; for these children's 
pictures of God acting like a man, are not unworthy of 
the child age of the world. Indeed, they are wonderfully 
adapted to the conceptions of that age. When Jehovah 

■Gen. iii. 8-to. 

' Parallel Accounts of Noah's Sacrifice. 



Babyloniai] iii. 49-^0. 
"The gods smelt the savor; 
the gods smelt the good savor; 



Jehovistic (Gen. viii. 21). 
"And the Lord smeiled the 
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goes down to see the cLty and tower of Babel on a visit 
of inspection,' or when he proposes to make a personal 
examination of Sodom,' and permits Abraham to beat 
him down, as if they were on the same plane, just as is 
the custom in Syria at the present day, and when he 
suffers Jacob to wrestle with him all night until the break- 
ing of the morning,' we are moving, indeed, in the 
domain of ancient Semitic conceptions, but conceptions 
of which there are survivals to-day. 

Some may be inclined to put the words of Jotham's 
parable in a different category, "Should I leave my wine 
which cheereth God and man?"' as if it were less of 
the essence of Scripture than the passages quoted. But 
this position cannot be well established, for there are 
many more illustrations which might be cited showing 
how certain institutions go back to human conceptions 
of God, as for example, "the shewbread that was taken 
from before the Lord to put hot bread" in its place.' 
Such bread, according to the Priests* Code, was placed 
on a table, for God was conceived of as humanlike, 
having a table.' The sixteenth psalm indicates that 
there are "drink offerings of blood" which the heathen 
god was thought of as drinking. With reference to these 
representations of God as a man with a man's appetites, 
the psalmist quotes him as saying in another place: 
"Will I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?" 

We may be sure that in the conceptions of God, which 
the ignorant Arab or Feilahin entertains to-day, we have 
men at the same stage as when God began to reveal 
himself in terms which the childhood of the ancient 
Semites could understand. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE LOCAL DIVINITIES 

Among most sects of Moslems and Christians, includ- 
ing Bedouin as well as Syrians, the worship of saints 
exists. In the popular imagination they exercise a 
power far above that of God. Men fear lightly to 
break oaths made at their shrines, or to use obscene 
language, so prevalent in the East, when going into 
their presence.' 

It is true that orthodox Moslems insist that the saints 
are only mediators, that the worshiper asks his well to 
intercede for him with God,' but this is not the type of 
religion as it is found among the ignorant, whose usage 
corresponds most closely to that of antiquity. The 
antinomy between doctrine and practice came out in a 
conversation with a religious sheik, an orthodox Moslem, 
at Nebk, in the Syrian desert, about vows, concerning 
which he said : "If a vow is made, it is made to God, not 
to the saint, but it is made by the grave of the saint, to 

honor him and to please God However, a simple 

person would say, that the vow was given to the weli, 
thus making him a lord, which is an error. I am 
an educated person, therefore I give you the right 
account." ' 

'"They are very particul 
speak foul language." Ji 
gairiyeb, summer o? 1901. 

'Cf. my article, "Accii 
' ' :pendent. Vol. L., p. 1448, " God is almighty 
e weli asks God." The same idea was 01 
s with Moslems. 
'Journal X.. Nebk. summer 1901. 
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The general designation used among the Christians 
for these beings who are practically treated as divine, 
is the Aramaic word, mar (lord, or saint), while that 
used among Moslems is welt (which signifies protector, 
patron, nearest of kin). In the Arabic version of the 
American Press, Job appeals to God as his weli, to be 
his avenger,' and Ruth confides in Boaz, as her well or 
nearest of kin, who is under obligations by that relation- 
ship to marry her.' 

In the Koran the term weli is used many times, both 
in the singular and plural. It is almost always trans- 
lated by Professor Palmer as "patron." The singular is 
mostly applied to God. Thus we read: "God is the 
patron of those who believe," ' or "of the believers."' 
The taking of other patrons besides God is condemned 
in the strongest terms. There is no place in all this 
teaching for the worship of the welis, and there is good 
reason for the opposition to their worship on the part of 
the Wahabites, the most orthodox sect of Islam, who 
sought as resolutely to crush out the sacred shrines' as 
King Josiah attempted to stamp out the worship of the 

> Job six. 25. ) In both tbese passages weli is used in the Arabic 
■Ruth iii. la. ' version as the rendering of the Hebrew ^w/. 



1 the Bedouin and Wahabys, London, 



•iii. 61. 
•Burckhardl, Notes 

"^fi* W«t«by» declared itat all men were equal in the eyes 

, ^^bdNtereii the moat virtuous could not intercede with him; 

^ SS^MlMMi ooasequeotly sinful to invoke departed saints, and 

bI^m tefr OWrtal remains more than those of aay other pcr- 

~^^=-^_^Y ^c Wahabys carried their arms ihev destroyed 

s—Mrfomimcntefl tombs; acircumsiance which served 

At fauticisni of their disciples, and lo form a marked 

ren Aem and Ibeir opponents. . . , The destruc- 

ud tombs of saints became the favorite taste of 
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high places.' In the call to prayer we were told that 
ulia, the plural of weli, is used,' but this seems most 
unlikely, certainly in the sense of "patrons." 

The term mar is employed among the Christians as a 
title, St. George being known in Syria as Mar Jirjis, but 
the Moslems designate their saints by the special term 
of nebi (prophet), if they may be considered Biblical 
characters, or as sheik, if they belong to post-Biblical 
times. The term weli is general, and applies both to the 
saint and to his tomb. 

These saints are really departed spirits, connected 
with some particular shrine, chosen because they revealed 
themselves there in times past, and where they are wont 
to reveal themselves now to those who seek their favor. 

While our previous examination shows' that the 
Semitic conception of God to-day degrades him, that 
which we are about to make concerning the saint will 
prove that he is exalted to the place of deity, at least 
among the ignorant. 

We must recognize a close connection between the 
ordinary spirit of the departed and that of the saint who 
is supposed to possess superior sanctity and power. 
Indeed we shall find that conceptions which might be 
held with respect to the disembodied spirit are held of 
the saint and may be held of God. 

Frazer has well said; "The notion of a man-god, or 
of a human being endowed with divine or supernatural 
powers, belongs essentially to that earlier period of reli- 
gious history in which gods and men are still viewed as 
beings of much the same order, and before they are 

'2 Kings xxiii. 8-13. 

'" Id the regular call to prayer there is a mention of all the 
ulia, first the Prophet, then all the other prophets, then the ulia." 
Journal XL, Mebardeh, summer of iqoi. 

■P.7=. 
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divided by the impassable gulf, which to later thought, 
opens oat between them." ' Such a notion still exists 
among the most ignorant of the modem Semites, and the 
impassable gulf has not yet been fixed between them. 

It is evident from an examination of numerous pas- 
sages in the Koran, where the term weli is used as relating 
to God, that an application of the tenn weli to a saint, 
as has been suggested, is contrary to the Koran' and to 
Moslem law;' but even good Moslems affirm that a man 
who does not believe in a weli does not believe in God.* 
There are also said to be ascriptions of praise rendered 
to the welis, among the Nusairiyeh, a heretical sect, far 
beyond those rendered to God.' 

Everj- shrine, of whatever sort, theoretically presup- 
poses a weli or saint. He may have lived within the 
memory of the generation that does him honor, and 
many tales may have been preserved in regard to him. 
Or he may be a mythical character about whom a pro- 
fusion of folk-lore has sprung up. It may be that he has 
little objective existence in the thought of the people 
beyond his name and shrine. They cannot tell much' 
regarding his life and his achievements. Indeed there 
is sometimes a clear indication of skepticism on the part 



'The Golden Bough, London, I900, Vol. I., p. 130. 

'See Fltjgel, Concord ant iae Corani ArabLcae, Lipsiae, 1841, 
sub voce. 

'Journal, Hama, summer, igoi: "There rises before the com- 
pany, when they arrive at ihe shrine, one who recites a poem. The 
subject of the poem is praise to Goid, or the Prophet, or the weli. 
The praise of the weli is a very prominent pari o( it. But this is 
all contrary to Mohammedan law." Cf. Burckhardi, Notes on the 
Bedouin and Wahabys, London, 1830, p, 279. 

•Declaration of a Moslem peasani. Journal XI., Nebk. 

• Rev. James S. Siewan of Ladikiyeh, testifies: ■' I have read 
in their books (of Ihe Nusairiyeh) ascriplioDS of glory and praise 
gre&ier than any they ascribe to God." 
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of the people with respect to the origin of such shrines.' 
But to the heated imaginations of some of their servants, 
they appear in bodily form.' Theoretically they are 
worshiped in connection with the God of all the world; 
practically many people know no other god. In this 
respect the worship of the saints is like that of the an- 
cient Baalim. They are the deities whom the people 
fear, love, serve, and adore. 

Remembering that the saints are spirits, once living, 
we shall find it of interest to consider some of the ways 
in which they reveal themselves. One of the most 
famous shrines is that of Aaron on Mount Hor, 
Whether his body was ever buried on that height which 
tradition assigns to him is of no moment in this investi- 
gation. As will be seen from the following dialogue 
with Musa, an Arab guide at Petra, it is evident that 
Aaron is thought of as having existence, and as coming 
to his shrine during two days of the week: 

Question. Is there a yearly festival? 

Answer. No. 

Q. Why do the people visit the prophet's tomb? 

A. Because he is a great prophet, out of honor to 
him. 

' See the Rev. H. H. Jessup, D.D. The Women of the Arabs. 
London, 1874, pp. 269-172. 

"Sheik Yuscph el-hagg, of Nebk. says, with respect to the 
saint who has charge of the streams at Nebk, and whose name is 
Mohammed cl-GhuSary, that he appears la various forms: "SomC' 
times as an old man. sometimes as a younz man in white, but 
always in human fortn; some see him at night, others see him by 
day, some see him in dreams, only those who have the light in 
their hearts see him," 

Another Moslem, by the name ol Abu Ali, from the same vil- 
lage, who works himself at times into a frenzy, and sometimes 
makes a frightful noise when engaged in prayer, testified; " I have 

1 his spirit because I love the saint and he loves me. He 
appears to me by day and by night like a middle-aged man 
wearing a green robe, I speak to him and we converse together." 
JouraafX., Nebk, summer of igoi. 
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Q. What benefits do they expect to receive from 
such a visit? 

A. If any one has a son or friend ill, he goes and 
asks the prophet to intercede for him [with God] and 
promises in case of recovery to visit the tomb once a year, 

Q. Do they vow they will give the prophet anything 
in case of recovery? 

A. Ves; it is not necessary that they should go to 
the top of the mountain to make a vow. They may pile 
up a heap of stones anywhere in sight of the mountain, 
as a witness \meih/iad~\.^ They may kill the animal they 
have vowed anywhere. 

Q. Do they consider the animals they have vowed, 
and which they eat, sacrifices? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How can they be sacrifices when they eat them? 
Docs the prophet partake of them?' 

A. The prophet is dead, how could he eat of them? 
We would not throw them away after we had killed 
them.* 

Q. Is the prophet dead? 

A, Prophets never die. The prophet [Aaron] is 
alive to-day. We ask him to intercede for us. 

Q. Do the people ever make any use of the blood of 
the Bacrifice? 

A. No, they throw it away. 

Q. Why do the people put semn [Arab butter] in the 
lower room of the shrine? 

•TTiete heaps of wiiness {Ql. Gen. xxici. 48) are very common 
In tight of ihrinei which are difficult of access. 

*Thii qucBlion was asked 10 see if there was any trace of the 
ctitkal theory that God is the host at sacHfidal meals. Musa did 
not leem to conceive of the Prophet Aaron in any such capacity. 

'Tbit ia certainly a very important staiemeni in connection 
with the use made of the flesh m sacrifices, and would seem 10 
Indicate that the sacrifice does not consist in eating it. 
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A. It is customary to have a lamp burning Thurs- 
days and Fridays, so they use semn for this purpose. 

Q, Why is the light burning only on Thursdays and 
Fridays? 

A, Our books' say that the prophet comes only on 
Thursday and Friday. The rest of the time he is with 
his brother Moses, and with their friend [God]. He 
comes down only on these two days.' 

The alleged birthplace of Abraham at Berseh, near 
Damascus, affords Moslems a reason for seeking the 
patriarch, by vows and prayers, as the place of his reve- 
lation, since his mother is said to have given him birth 
in a hole of the rock. She remained with him three 
days, and then putting his finger in his mouth, left him. 
There he abode, according to the legend, seven years. 
The shrine, which affords a dwelling for the minister on 
the same court, is especially interesting, because on a 
sheet of paper posted on the wall, all visitors who are in 
trouble are invited to make known their sorrows to the 
well. "Advice to people who visit this place, where is 
Abraham, father of Isaac, the sacrificed, the grandfather 
of the prophets! Come, tell him all your adversities and 
hardships, and he will help you."' It will be noticed 
that nothing is suggested as to his intercession with God 
for them. The people are bidden to come to him as the 
sole source of their comfort. 

Of quite another Sort is the weli at an ancient plat- 

' Unlettered Moslems frequently refer to iheir books for state- 
menls which they make. As uiey cannot read, the allusion to sucli 
books must be taken with a great dea! of allowance. Friday is the 

"ill their 



favorite day for saiats I 



Moslem Sunday, hence 
shrines. 

'Journal Vlll,, Pelra, summer of 1901. 

'This was translated byRev. Anis Naait Sellumof Damascus, 
into Arab-English, which I have retained. Journal XII., Berteh, 
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form, surrounded by several acres of oak-trees, known 
as the "Mother of Pieces" (Wmm Shakakif). It was my 
good (onunc to !eam the story of this shrine for the first 
time, and in two forms, one in poetry, from the servant 
of another shrine, about an hour and a quarter south, the 
other in prose from the servant of the shrine itself. 
Both are interesting specimens of folk-lore. I give the 
former here as briefer, reserving the one in prose for 
Appendix D. 

The story goes that there were four maidens, each of 
whom was under the protection of a particular saint. 
The heroine of the shrine was known, according to one 
story, as 'Arja, or the lame one; according to the other, 
as Fatima. She was lame, blind of an eye, bald, poor, 
and almost naked. Accompanied by her three friends 
she went to the fountain to draw water, where the four 
saints, the respective patrons of these girls, were seated. 
Each of 'Arja's companions let down her water-jar, in 
turn, and it came up full of water, and each set out on 
her way home. When 'Arja had lowered her jar, instead 
of coming up brimming, she drew up only the handles. 
Her patron, whom she had served faithfully, had shat- 
tered it. Urged to desert him and choose another, she 
tftrmcd her unalterable fidelity to him. Touched by 
her de»olion. he bade her give him the handles. In a 
lew womenls she drew up her jar, more beautiful than 
ei«r. f»U of water. On this the following dialogue took 

SaiM h> 'Arj*. Go join your companions. 
'.j^jj^ \ 401 your servant, you see I am lame. 

^ Mm your companions. 
tMlJwtervaat, yon see I am blind. 
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Saint. Go join your companions. 

"Arja. I am your servant, you see I am bald. 

He gave her long hair. 

Saint. Go join your companions. 

'Arja. I am your servant, you see 1 am naked. 

He clothed her. 

Saint. Go join your companions. 

'Arja. I am your servant, you see I am poor. 

Saint. Raise up the carpet, and you will find silver 
and gold. 

She did so. 

Thus, through her obedience and faith, a poor, blind, 
bald, and larae girl became the object of worship, and 
the place where she is reputed to be buried is still the 
place of blessing. Vows are made of jars of pottery, 
which are broken on the ancient platform. 

In direct contrast with the legends which have grown 
up around the "Mother of Pieces" is a Druse Shrine, 
about two and a half hours west of Rasheya, known as 
Nebi Safa." While they say that the Prophet Safa is 
descended from Jacob, and that his people lived in the 
direction of Jerusalem and Hebron, they do not know 
how he came to be there, or to die there. "The honor- 
able body is there, and the spirit is always to be found 
there. Any day that a man seeks him he will find him, 
it depends on his faith." The people charged with the 
care of the shrine could tell wonderful stories, indicating 
the exercise of supernatural powers, but nothing shed- 
ding any real light on the history of the one exercising 
them. 

The most famous saint in the Christian calendar is St. 
George, or Mar Jirjis, who killed the dragon at Beirut, 
after whom the bay is named. The monastery is said to 

'Journal XIII., Nebi Safa, summer tgot. 
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Mountains,' and stones which receive the sacrificial 
biood, as in the Sinaitic Peninsula.' 

The stones used in healing are evidently not regarded 
as the places where the saints reveal themselves, but 
there are others which are more or less clearly considered 
as being the place of divine revelation, Abu Ali, a 
devout Moslem, said: 

"No one knows where the saints really are, but they 
know where they have appeared. There is a saint who 
appears near my house; his name is Abu Zed. At Asal 
there is a stone, into which my own patron saint entered." 

"At Sphene, in northern Syria, there is a Maronite 
shrine of Mar Yehanna, which consists only of an ancient 
stone, about three feet high by fourteen inches wide, 
in the shape of a panel, standing on a hill under a grove, 
near a modern church. The other sides are triangular, 
[It is probably part of the lid of a sarcophagus]." A 
man said of the remains of incense which were in front 
of the stone, that the incense had been offered to the 
well. His expression seemed to indicate that he regarded 
the well as residing in the stone. 

"At Karyaten, the last outpost for travelers making 
the journey to Palmyra .... in the vineyard, at the 
rear of the house of the governor of the town, known as 
Feiyad, is a prostrate pillar, by the side of which, about 
I midway and close against it, is a structure of mud about 
the size and shape of a straw beehive; in the side of this 
is a small hole, where the vessel is placed in which the 
oil that has been vowed is burned, when a vow is paid. 
The shrine consisting in this pillar is called by the 
Moslems Abu Risha, and by the Christians Mar Risha. 

letter £rom Mr. Henry C. Harding, Kerak, winter of 




Palmer, The Desert of the Exodus. New York, 1872, p. ai8. 
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It is in honor of a saint of the sect of the Jacobites. 
The pillar is thought by the Syrian priest to mark the 
site of an ancient church. It is surrounded by a low 
wall, leaving an inclosure about twenty feet square. 
The practices in making a vow and in payment of it 
among the Moslems and Christians are the same. They 
come to the shrine and make their request; they also tie 
red and blue silk around the weeds in the inclosure as 
a sign to the saint that they want help. Payment, as 
has been intimated, is m.3de in oil, which is burned at the 
altar. ' ' ' 

Here, then, is a sacred stone, part of the ruin of an 
ancient church, which is revered by ignorant Moslems, 
and Christians as a weli. 

At Sheik Sa'd, near el-Merkez, the capital of the 
Hauran, is a Moslem place of prayer; in it, just in front 
of the prayer niche, is the Weli Sakhret Eyyub, or Shrine 
of the Rock of Job, seven feet high and about four feet 
wide. It is a monument of Ramses 11., has a represen* 
tation of his head in the right hand upper corner and an 
inscription in hieroglyphics. It is significant that it is 
in front of the prayer niche. Here is undoubtedly a case 
of syncretism, of Moslem and ancient Semitic worship 
combined. Unfortunately this is a theory, which did 
not occur to me at the time when I visited Sheik Sa'd, 
and which there was no opportunity to put to the test, 
but I have no doubt that the natives regard It as a 
sacred stone. There can be no question that such a 
Stone, in such a position, would be considered by the 
ignorant Moslem as the dwelling place of a well.' 

'See my article, "Ancient Shrines in Northern Syria," The 
Independent, VqI. L., pp. 1448. H49. 

'Journal V. El-Mcrkei, summer of 1899. Cf. Dr. Schumacher, 
Zcitschritt des Deutschen Paiaslina-Vcreins, Vol, XV.. p. 147: " I 
therefore assume thai the present building over the Sachrat Ejub 
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The most conscious example of the survival of the 
ancient worship of rocks or stones, as the abodes of 
spirits, is found in the popular belief of ignorant Moslems 
that a weli resides in Che "Rock Chair" (Kalal el-Kursi) 
or "Chair of the Companions" {^Kursi el-Aktab). While 
those who are more orthodox sa)* that the companions of 
the Prophet Mohammed come on Fridays, and find their 
abode in a room which the servant of the shrine has 
never seen, the ignorant believe that they are to be found 
in the rock itself.' 

There are quite a number of passages in the Old 
Testament, notably, though not exclusively, in the thirty- 
second chapter of Deuteronomy, where "rock" is as 
much a term for God as E! or Elohim.' These two last 
terms belonged to other branches of the Semitic family 
as well as to the Israelites. In the same way it seems 
likely that the term "rock" was used by other Semitic 
stems for the Divine Being as well as by Israel. There 
are various Old Testament passages where the term 
"rock" is predicated of God, as fortress or stronghold 
would be predicated,' but there are others where it is as 

originaied in ihe Arab age before Islam It probably served 

the heathen Arabs as a place of worship, according;^ to whose 
tradition, as is known, Job lived in this place." The inscription 
bas been read by Ermaii. ibid., pp. zio, zti. 

'Journal X., Kursl, el-Aktab, summer of 1901. "The common 
people believe that the spirits dwell in the rock." "Any day you 
can summon them by prayer. Fridav is better, and the day of 
sacrifice tdahhiyeh, the tenth of the pilgrim month) is the best of 
all. There is a room where the ten companions meet, only those to 
whom God has revealed it know where it is." While then the 
common people think that the ten leaders (Aktab, that is, poles, 
leaders^ are in the stone, the re preset] tali ve Moslems give what 
they tbink is a higher idea, namely, that they meet in a room. 

'Deut. xxxii. 4. "Ascribe ye greatness unto our God. The 
Rock, bis work, is perfect," Cf . vs. 15, 18, 30,31. Cf. 2 5am. xxiii.3; 
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truly a designation of God as El, or Elohira. May it not 
be that this name for God among the Semites may go 
back to a time when the rock was looked upon as the 
medium of divine revelation? Indeed it seems pretty 
clear that while rock is used in some passages as fortress 
is used in others, that there are passages where rock is 
as spiritual a designation for God as Elohim, and where 
it is employed without reference to its original Semitic 
signification. 

It seems quite clear that when Jacob took the stone 
which he had put under his head as a pillow, and raised it 
up as a pillar, poured oil upon it, and called it "House 
of God" {befh Elohini)^ he was on the same plane as 
the ignorant Moslems to-day, who conceive of the weli, 
who is practically their God, as dwelling in a rock. 

The most remarkable use of stones that I have seen 
is in connection with the shrine of the Prophet Job {Nebi 
Eyyub') at Busan, in the Druse Mountains. In front of 
this shrine are three broken pillars, three and a half feet 
high. They are the only examples I have seen of the 
pillars (massebotK), of which we read so often in the Old 
Testament, which seem to have been regarded as legiti- 
mate at one period of Israel's history, as at the conclu- 
sion of the covenant at Mount Sinai, when Moses set up 
twelve pillars in connection with the altar.' This use of 
pillars, which seems to have passed without reproof in 
the earlier history of worship,' was condemned in the 
Deuteronomic code* and the Deuteronomic history.' 

There are conspicuous examples among modem 
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Semites of the revelation of saints in the neighborhood 
of sacred waters. Sometimes the saint seems to be con- 
sidered merely the proprietor of such a stream as at 
Nebk, in the Syrian desert,' which I shall discuss in 
another place. The stream is regarded as belonging to 
the saint, rather than as the means of revelation. But 
it may be a question, whether the distinction between 
the saint and the water spirit who inhabits the stream is 
clearly drawn in the minds of the people, since the defile- 
ment of the stream is regarded as equivalent to the 
deRIement of the saint himself, as is evident from the 
language used. 

The Sabbatic fountain in northern Syria ("Ain Fowar), 
is considered as belonging to St. George; and yet sacri- 
fices are brought to the fountain rather than to the shrine 
itself.' 

The hot springs at Callirrhoe (Zerka Main) arc 
regarded as being under the control of a saint {wfii) or 
spirit (Jinn), who makes the fire and keeps it burning. 
The natives, who go to be healed of their rheumatism, 
invoke the spirit to keep up the fire, so that the water 
may be hot, and to this end they offer sacrifices.' 

'Journal X. Damascus. Interview with Rev. J.Stewart Craw- 
ford : "One section of the village attributed the saint's displeasure 
to the fact that another section bad performed certain religious 
ablutions in the courtyard of the shrine, and that the dirt bad come 
on the saint lo his disEUSl." 

'The Independent (personal visit, autumn of iSgS), Vol. L., p. 
IU7. note 3. 

•Journal VIII. tmerview with Mr. Henry C. Harding, at 
Kerak, summer of 1898. The same custom obtains when they visit 
the hot springs (Zerka Main). They believe that the furnace is 
in charge of a jinn who must be placated before he will make up 
the fire to heat the water, Mr. Harding heard a man all the 
time he was in the bath invoking the spirit. Cf. Journal VI, 
Zerka Main, summer of iqoo. 

"Afterlunch. Mr. Forder and I went to the source of two of the 
springs bursting out of the mountain. Over them were sticks on 
which the Arabs sit wrapped up in their abbas, and thus they get 
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At Hamath, in the court of a lunatic asylum, which 
is simply a place where the insane may be kept securely 
by putting the most violent in irons, there is a small 
pool, or fountain, which is called a weti, and which is 
visited by Moslem women.' 

Such sacred waters, and many more which might be 
mentioned, are of the same sort as those described in 
some manuscripts of John v. 2, 3, though excluded by 
the Revised Version as not belonging to the original text ; 
"Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, 
which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porches. 
In these lay a multitude of them that were sick, blind, 
halt, withered." The additional matter not included in 
the revised is evidently an outgrowth of the old Semitic 
belief in sacred waters under the control of a spirit: 
"Waiting for the moving of the water: for an angel went 
down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the 
water; whosoever then first after the troubling of the water 
stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. ' ' 

There are numerous examples of sacred trees among 
Syrians and Bedouin from one end of the country to the 
other, Some of these are at shrines, and are sacred 
merely as the property of the saint. They are as inviol- 
able as anything else that belongs to him, or that has 

vajior baths. Mr. Forder says they offer sheep, taking them by 
their legs and dipping them in." Ibid. Arab camp two hours 
from Zenta Main: "The Arabs say they consider the hot springs at 
Zerka Main a well, so whenever anyihmg is the matter with tneir 
Hocks they oEFer a sacrifice." 

'Journal Xi., Hama, summer of igoi : "At the insane asylum 
of Hama there Is a pool to which tbey take the robe of a Irouble- 
■ome child, and wash it. .... The reason for the virtue 

is that in the pool is a certain weli He is the palron 

saint of all insane people. He appears at night and blesses the 
insnne by touching them." At this so-called asylum I saw a stal- 
wart madman with a heavy chain about his neck. The only 
asylum in Syria and Palestine is at Asfuriyeh, near Beirut, recently 
founded byMr. Theophilus Waldmeler. 
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been put under his protection. At the same time they 
may be conceived of as sacred from the general notion 
that the saint reveals himself through the medium of 
trees. Thus Mr. Harding writes: "Trees, however, are 
honored apart from welis. A tree near Gaza el-Maisi is 
distinctly held to be Indwelt by a divine spirit, and 
accordingly receives divine honors, Where a tree is 
connected with a well it probably was the original object 
of honor. ' ' 

There are many trees, apart from shrines, which are 
believed to be possessed by spirits, to whom vows and 
sacrifices are made. Such trees are often hung with rags 
or bits of cloth. It is not easy to determine the signifi- 
cance of the rags. Some say they are intended to be a 
constant reminder to the saint of the petition of the 
worshiper, like a string tied around the finger;' others 
that the rag taken from the ailing body of the suppliant, 
and tied to one of the branches, is designed to transfer 
the illness of the person represented by the rags to the 
saint, who thus takes it away from the sufferer and bears 
it vicariously himself.' Sometimes the man who is ill 
takes a rag from the tree, as one tears oS a bit of the 
pall from the cenotaph of the shrine, and carries it about 
on his person, and so enjoys the advantage of virtue from 
the saint." It may be that in this use of rags we have 
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'Journal 1,, Karyaten, Vineyard ot Feiyad, v 
Stewart Crawford, autumn of 1898: "Thevalso 
silk around the weeds in the inclosure (of Mar R 
' It that they want his help," 

^Journal X., Beirut, William Van Dyck. M.D.: "The aup- 
pliant, who approaches a sacred tree, tears off a piece of his gar- 
ment and ties it to the tree, by which he commits to the weli his 
sickness. He then takes a bit of the rag from the tree which be 
carries about with him and by which he receives healing from 
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the same idea as that found in Acts six. ii, la: "And 
God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul; 
insomuch that unto the sick were carried away from his 
body handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed 
from them, and the evil spirits went out." 

There is no doubt that in the minds of the people 
sacred trees are places where spirits reveal themseives. 
Near 'Ain Fijeh, one of the sources of the Barada, 
thought to be the ancient Abana of Scripture.' is a weli, 
called Sheik Rihan, decorated with flags, A peasant 
woman said that it was customary for the people to make 
a vow to give such flags if their petitions were fulfilled.' 

Doughty mentions angels, or "the power of the air," 
who come to a sacred grove, under whose leafy canopy 
one who is ill lies down and finds recovery, while he who 
is well, who takes the same liberty, receives only a curse 
for his presumption. Flesh is hung upon such trees as if 
it were the food of the spirits residing in them.' There 
is a similar custom of hanging meat in the branches of 
the trees among the Tongas, though my informant was 
not certain what was the intent of the natives.' 

It has been pointed out that we have two clear traces 
of sacred trees in the Old Testament, one is of the burn- 
ing bush, upon which Moses looked, wondering that it 
was not consumed, and out of which God spoke,' an 

Ismailiyeh who carried about some of the hair of the sacred virgin 
in bis keHiyeb. 

•Journal X., Ain Fijeh; The woman "spoke as if the spirit 
were in the tree, and only said that she asked God when Mrs, 
John Crawford of Damascus, who was my interpreter, reminded 
ner that it was wrong to pray to a tree." 

'Op. cit. Vol. I., p. 44Q. 

•Journal X. Interview with W. L. Thompson. M.D., spring 
of I901. 

*Ex. iii. 8-4. 
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obvious use of ancient tree worship, though in the revela- 
tion of God to Moses clearly avoiding the superstitious 
notions connected with it. A simitar vision was lately 
seen at a weli. A holy man at Nebk reported that he 
saw in flames a sacred walnut-tree which was by the 
shrine of the saint.' 

So, too, the sound of the going in the mulberry-trees, 
for which David was to wait, was nothing less than the 
divine voice speaking to the sweet singer of Israel, in 
accordance with ancient conceptions.' 

Trees under which saints rested are considered holy.' 
Here there is the same notion as with respect to sacred 
places among the ancient Israelites. The scat of a 
theophany was ever afterwards regarded as sacred, for 
where God had revealed himself once he was likely to 
reveal himself again. This is clearly indicated with 
respect to the Mount of Jehovah, which must have been 
understood to indicate the site of the temple, for we 
read: "And Abraham called the name of that place 
'Jehovah sees,' as it is said to-day in the Mount of 
Jehovah, 'he is wont to be seen.' " ' Indeed, all the 
ancient shrines of Israel had been consecrated by some 
theophany, and men went there in the expectation of its 
repetition. 

Trees are also objects of worship. As the term well is 

'Journal X. Nebk. 
'I Sara. V. 24. 

•Journal X., Beinii. Interview with Dr. Van Dyck: " There 
is a wild myrtle in the valley below .... which is referred 
to a man known as the Lord, woo Is believed in by the Druses, 
and who passed throueli the country working wanders. As he 
journeyed he rested unaer trees, which from that time on assuraed 
miraculous powers," 

'Gen. Kxii. 14. This was most likely written in the belief that 
Abraham received a revelation from God on Ibe site of the 
Temple. 
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applied to them, a saint is evidently conceived of as 
residing in them. In a Turkish village in northern Syria, 
there is a large and very old oak-tree, which is regarded 
as sacred. People burn incense to it, and bring their 
offerings to it, precisely in Che same way as to some 
shrine. There is no tomb of any saint in its neighbor- 
hood, but the people worship the tree itself.' 

The discussion of caves, as the dwelling places of 
spirits, is germane, in this connection, if we consider 
that there is a point in Semitic thinking where there is 
no essential difference between deity, saint, and spirit. 
There is, undoubtedly, a tendency to differentiate these 
beings, to give God the highest place as the author of 
good and evil, the saints the next place, with much the 
same (unctions as God, and to distinguish between bene- 
ficial and harmful spirits. But it is quite likely that the 
original Semitic conception was much simpler, namely, 
that the primitive idea of a divine being was that of 
spirits, who might be friendly or hostile to men. When 
we remember that the sacrifices to spirits are precisely 
of the same sort as those to saints, and that sometimes 
the distinction between the spirit and the well does not 
seem to be clearly drawn — as at Zerka Main, he may be 
considered a weli, or may be regarded as one of the 
jinn — it is evident that the notion of divinity is not sharply 
defined among the ignorant, whose minds furnish the 
most perfect mirror of ancient views about divine beings. 

There are doubtless many caves to be found in Syria, 
some of which are conceived of as being under the con- 
trol of a weli, and some as inhabited by jinn. One of 
the former class is resorted to by mothers who have an 
insafEcient supply of milk for their children;' a second 

■ The Independent, loc. cit. p. 1446. 

* Ibid. p. 1447. 
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is a place visited by married couples who are childless 
and who desire offspring.' 

Near the foot of Mount Carmel, above the sea, is an 
artificial cave which is said to have been tenanted by the 
Prophet Elijah, which is visited by all the sects, and 
known by the Moslems as Khuddr. I saw this cave in 
the summer of 1901, and had an interview with the Mos- 
lem minister, or custodian, who said, when speaking of 
the income which came to him through the weli, 
** Khuddr is my God and my father's God; he has sup- 
ported us for years."* Thus there was put into con- 
crete form a confession which expresses the belief of 
many an Arab and Fellahin, as to the being upon whom 
he depends in the hour of his distress, and who exerts 
the greatest restraint upon his life. 

youmal X., summer of 1891; An American physician, liv- 
ing ID Syria, who is childless, said " he was recommended by a 
native to visit a cave near Juneh, where barren women go 
attended by their husbands. There is a pool in the cave. They 
first bathe together in the cave, and then expect their marriage 
will be fruitful." 

* Journal XIII., Haifa, stunmer of 1901. 
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^ crder to remove the Nusairiyeh from the influence of 
^Otestant missions, classifies them, as Moslems to-day, 
"H with no good reason, as must appear to any one who 
^^s the opportunity to look into any of their sacred 
^oks.' They are divided into the initiated and the 
Uninitiated. For one of the initiated to disclose the 
Secrets of the sect means death." These were made 
known years ago by an entire unbeliever through the 
medium of the famous Dr. Van Dyck, of Beirut, father of 
Dr. William Van Dyck. While at Beirut he wrote his 
treatise in the house of the Rev. Henry H. Jessup, D. D. 
Lulled into security by the promises, fair speeches, and 
abounding hospitality of his former coreligionists, be 
was afterwards lured to Mersina, where he was buried 
alive.' 

There is every reason for believing that the book, 
which was published about 1863, and which was trans- 
lated in part by Professor Salisbury, of Vale College, and 
issued with the text in the Journal of the Oriental Soci- 
ety, 1866, contains a true account of the ceremony of 
initiation, as well as of the tenets of the initiated. A 
sheik of the Nusairiyeh, who was very intimate with a 
Protestant pastor, confessed as much to him two years 
ago.' They went over the book in detail, and the sheik 
uttered no dissent, except with respect to prayers con- 






Anaji Mystery. London, t86o. 



;. The 



I twelve sponsors for each 



is lobe initiated. The Imam inquires: " In c 
mystery, will ye brine him to me, that we ni. 
and drink his blood? Journal of the Americ 
Vol. VIII., p. J32. 

•Journal XU. 

'The name is noi given, for obvious re 



view with the pastor, a most trustworthy n 



he discloses this 
I cut hiro in pieces 
n Oriental Society, 




gS PKIMITIVE SEJIITIC RELIGION TO-DAY 

sisting in curses, in which other sects are mentioned.' 
The existence of such curses in the ritual of the Nusairi- 
yeh he denied. But his denial did not persuade his 
Protestant friend. He was soon suspected by the 
Nusairiyeh of revealing the secrets of their religion. 
Nothing but the strongest affirmation that there had not 
been any such interview freed him from immediate death. 
The information contained in this chapter is not derived 
mainly from the book of Suleiman of Adana, or from 
books about the Babites. I made a journey into the 
mountains of the Nusairiyeh, visited Ain Kurum, a vil- 
lage where lawlessness is rife, where there are no marriage 
rites, boys of fifteen and girls of ten meeting and pairing 
in the romantic and dark recesses of the beautiful woods, 
leaving the matter of dowry to be decided in angry 
dispute by their parents after the consummation of a 
marriage. It was to this place, perched on the side of 
a mountain, that a neighboring village came, several 
hundred strong, two years before, and attacked the men 
of Ain Kurum, leaving ninety dead, and thus lighting 
the flames of blood revenge which will not be extin- 
guished for generations.' 

Sixty Turkish horsemen visited the same place to col- 
lect the taxes, and had such a bellicose reception that 
they begged for their lives. The only night we spent 
there was made wakeful and anxious by clamor and fre- 
quent shots. 

As by reason of the blood feud with the village, an 

'"Whoever desires salvation from the glow of infernal fires 
let him say . , , , 'Curse thou those who play with apes .... 

together with all Christians and Jews Moreover, lay thou 

thy curse upon John Marmi the patriarch .... and upon all those 
who feed upon ihy bouniiea, while they worship thee not.' " Jour- 
nal of ihe American Oriental Sociely, loc. cii. p., 273. 

' Blood revenge is still the mosi binding inslilution of ancient 
Semitic life b Syria, Palestine, and Arabia. 
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hour and a half distant, we were unable to take the usual 
way into the western country of the Nusairiyeh, over 
their mountains to Ladikiyeh, we were compelled to 
make a steep and very difficult ascent under the guid- 
ance of one of their religious sheiks. We saw one of 
our mules roll over and over for more than a thousand 
feet down an incline that seemed almost perpendicular. 
We heard the despairing cry of the muleteer, and the 
appeal of our sheik to Khuddr. Wonder of wonders! 
thanks to our baggage, which brok« the force of his fall, 
we saw the mule rise to his feet. Our muleteers, over- 
come by thirst, and their exertions over this fall, and 
others which followed, were, after seven hours of climb- 
ing, when they reached one of the most beautiful forests' 
is Syria, ready to lie down and die. It was then that the 
greed of the religious sheik came to the surface. As we 
sat down in one of the shadiest nooks of that beautiful 
forest, and our muleteers seemed in the last stages of 
collapse, he told of a spring of ice cold water, fre- 
quented by beasts of prey, which he would show us for a 
good bakshish. After he had led us to this spring, we 
went through fastnesses which no Turkish soldier could 

'There are perhaps liree really fine (oreats in Syria and Pal- 
estine, some mighi sav (our, and even more: 1. The cedars, ^iir 
exceiUnce, neat the valley of the Kadisha. 2. Over the Nusairiyeh 
Mountains. on the way from Ain Kurum toMatwar.is "a primeval 
forest of oak, perhaps the finest in all Syria." journal XL, 3. 
From Ain Jenneh to Irbid: " For the first four hours one could 

hardly see m any country a more delightful region Here 

are old forests." Merrill, East of the Jordan, New York, p, 181. 
"The ride was delightful for about three hours. There is no other 

like it that I have seen in eastern or western Palestine 

The trees are not more than twenty or Iweniy-five feet high, but 
the tops are handsome. One has the delightful experience of rid- 
ing a long distance in the shade.'' Journal V., summer of 1899. 
Another forest maybe seen on the way from Arak el-Emir to 
Wadi es-Sir. There are pine forests that have been planted and 
fostered at various points, but the finest natural forests are those 
juBt mentioned. 




1 hill, towering in 
E of the most beauti- 
ring poTcs iiBftgiiiable. At Ust we reached 
L kind ol fife among the foothills of 
We sovfiht protectioa from a sheik, a 
I bv men of fine appear- 
aacc Wc cnght gtimpses of comely women, who were 
is sfaaxpcst ooBtiast to tbeir degraded sisters at Ain 
KaraK, f«- tbciis was the happier lot of a life compara- 
trrcly fine from Ttolence and mere animalism. 

I by Rer. James S. Stewart of Ladikiyeh 
I a company of Christians in a Tillage of the 
Mvsurijeh, and received most interesting information 
from them, though they were still under the dominion 
of ancieat Semitic ideas, ia spite of their Protestant 
training. 

On ofir retam journey we went to Behammra, where 
Lyde, the first English missionary labored, built mission 
premises, which, with one exception, are in ruins. In 
Lyde's own home we gathered, and heard of the indig- 
nities from which he suffered in being yoked with an ass 
to a plow by the barbarians to whom he was attempting 
to preach the gospel. It required some finesse to keep 
away spies who came to listen, and who might have caused 
the death of our informant had they heard all that was 
told US. They were emboldened by a governor of the 
Turkish government, disputing the claim of the mission 
of the American Reformed Presbyterian Church to the 
property. Through the courage and skilful diplomacy 
o( the American consul, Mr. G. B. Ravndal, of Beirut, 
ihii property was saved to the mission, and the official 
*ho \vad made himself so oSensive was removed. 

U is not a reassuring sight in such a region to see a 
Wtii <A armed men watching the highway by which you 
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are approaching, or to ha'e them follow you, however 
friendly their subsequent professf<>n&';niay be. This, to 
me, at the time, was an alarming experience, though my 
missionary companion, accustomed from rJiiUhpod to 
tales of murderous raids by the Bedouin, showed jio sign 
of fear; to him it was merely an incident of travel. ■'.. . 
We spent a night in Musyaf, a lonely, walled town of ' 
the Ismailiyeh, after we had traveled through their coun- 
try with two mounted guardsmen who had been sent to 
overtake us from the picturesque and romantic town of 
&admus. Musyaf is the place where the chief of the 
Assassins once lived in Syria, Rashid ed-Din, with whom 
Saladin had to come to terms, though he had attempted 
Saladin's life repeatedly through his minions. These 
were so completely under his control that, at a given 
signal, two of them threw themselves down from a high 
tower to a violent death, in order to demonstrate to a 
visitor, Henry, count of Champagne, their implicit obedi- 
ence, and to strike terror into his heart.' Here, three 
years before, I was under arrest, because I did not have 
a passport {Uzkereh). We were guarded by four sol- 
diers at night, on my second visit, by command of the 
governor, who marvelled at our presumption, which 
would have been prevented could it have been foreseen. 
But in the eyes of the government "might makes right," 
and an act questionable before its performance is con- 
doned if it has been accomplished. 

In the same way my visit to Abbas Effendi, the head 
of the Babites, was not effected under easy circum- 
stances. Quarantine had shut ofE all regular communi- 
(D of Beirut with Haifa, except by "Prince George," 
ively known as the "Jolly Boat," which can furnish 
in 
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as great a complement of 'human misery as any craft 
afloat. The Moslem; the inmate of the harem, and the 
Chicago prcfes'«r-had the touch of nature that some- 
times.raalreB all the world kin at sea. The day after my 
arrival, I spent nearly four hours with the head of the 
^grfeat Persian sect, who Is really a prisoner at Acre, and 
■ 'who is recognized by Frenchmen, Russians, and Ameri- 
cans, notably by some American ladies of fortune, as an 
incarnation of God himself. I had the honor of dining 
with Abbas Effendi, and of taking afternoon tea with 
him. He seemed to throw off all reserve, was eager to 
welcome me as a possible disciple, and when I left "the 
master," as he is invariably called by his followers, he 
voiced the hope, evidently adapting a New Testament ex- 
pression, that we might drink tea together in the heavenly 
kingdom. Besides this interview, and reading all the 
works that were at hand, by Abbas Effendi's permission, 
I had an interview with his private secretary. 

While it is true that neither the Nusairiyeh, nor the 
Druses, whose heaven, as we have seen, is in China,' 
nor the Babites, who are a Persian sect of comparatively 
recent origin, and have been strongly affected by New 
Testament and Christian teaching, belong to the Semitic 
stock, as we have seen, I do not feel that I should drop 
them wholly out of this investigation. They furnish 
some good illustrations of the deification of men, though 
in all these Shiite sects this idea has been modified by 
their gnostic notions, their hospitality to Neo-Platonism, 
and a pantheistic philosophy, all of which elements appear 
in Sufiism,' 

While the Nusairiyeh, like the Druses, assume in pub- 
lic the guise of Islam, which they change on occasion 

' P. 6i. 

' Ellis, op. cit., pp. 1-4$. 
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like a "garment," ' we have in them the contrast between 
the survival of ancient heathenism, in the worship of 
heavenly bodies,' which they identify with AH. the cousin 
and son-in-law of Mohammed, and his deification as a 
spiritual being. The ancient worship of the heavenly 
bodies conies to the surface because the heretical sect 
of the Nusairiyeh does not exercise any such restrain- 
ing influence as Islam, and because the uninitiated, at 
least among the Nusairiyeh, have never been purged by 
a purer faith from the popular worship of the sun and 
moon. 

It is not difficult to trace the process by which All has 
come to receive ascriptions of praise as a divine being, 
such as are not found in the orthodox literature of 
Islam.' The sect of the Shiites, of which the Nusairiyeh 
are a subdivision, view with indignation the treatment 
that Ali received with respect to the succession in the 
caliphate. Instead of being the immediate successor of 
the prophet, he was not the recognized head of the 
Moslems until Abu Bekr, Umr, and Uthman had pre- 
ceded him. As indicating how lasting is the feeling of 
the Shiites, the Nusairy bride, when she is washing her- 
self preparatory to her nuptials,* curses the first three 
caliphs who succeeded Mohammed. But the most intlu- 
entiai cause in bringing this indignation to white heat 

' "They simulate all sects The simulation of sects is set 

forth by tnem allegorically, as follows: We, say Ibey. are tbebod^. 
and all the other sects are clothing; but whatever sort of clothing 
a man may put on, it injures him not." Salisbury, Sulaiman on the 
Nusairian. Religion, loc. cit., p. 298, 

"'They hold that God ts tlie sun and moon God is 

called AH, the bigbest. They are divided into two sects, some 
believe he is in the smi, others that he is in the moon." Journal 
XI« Country of the Nusairiyeh. C£. Salisbury, op. cit., pp. 300, 301. 

'Salisbury, op. cit., p. 278. 

^Journal XI., Behammra. 
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was the assis&iaatioD of Ali, the supposed assassination 
of his elder son, Hasan, by an inmate of his harem, who. 
as the AUites falsely claim, was bribed to do the deed 
by the caliph, and the assassination of his younger son, 
HosciD, by a cruel emissary. The pathos of his ending 
has never been forgotten. The lips that had fondly 
kissed those of Mohammed became cold in death. 
Passion plays are stiil annually celebrated at Kerbela, 
where he met his death. All its bloody details are repeated 
before the horrified populace, who still utter loud lamen- 
tations, as if their taking off had just occurred, and who, 
with pale and quivering lips, call out these names, Hasan 
and Hosein as of beloved first-bom.' The fact that 
Hasan was a weak character, and won the title of divorcer, 
on account of his numerous matrimonial ventures, makes 
no difference in the popular esteem. 

There can be no doubt that the poignant sense of the 
injustice done to Ali has contributed largely to his deifi- 
cation. On the one hand, he is regarded by the heirs of 
Hie ancient heathen worship of the heavenly bodies as 
being in the sun; others think of him as in the moon, 
while the angels are the stars, and the true believers are 
identified with the Milky Way." There arc indeed traces 
of such worship of the heavenly bodies among ignorant 
Moslems, A missionary was trying to teach the children 
of a Moslem woman that they were descended from Adam 
and Eve. "No," said the woman; "the moon is our 
father and the sun our mother."' Here, then, igno- 
rance and heresy have joined hands to transmit the wor- 
ship of the heavenly bodies, mentioned so often and with 

' Testimony of an eye-witnefls, Journal XII. Cf. Muir, Annals of 
the Early Caliphate, LonduR. 1883, p. 442. 

' Nofel EBfendi Notel, Hisiory of Religion In Arabic. 
• Miss M. T. Maxwell T ord of Safed. 
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SO much reprobation in ihe Old Testament.' Even 
to-day many ruins of ancient sun temples remain. Rev, 
Franklin E. Hoskins, of Beirut, of the American Presby- 
terian Mission, has made important investigations with 
respect to ancient sun temples, which have never been 
published.' 

Even to-day many ruins of ancient sun temples remain. 
The outlook is toward the east. The situation is most 
beautiful, whether on some mountain summit, as on 
Mount Hermon,' or on the Anti-Lebanon, opposite some 
notch in the mountain, where th« worshiper could catch 
the first rays of the rising sun. Mr. Hoskins has found 
more than twenty-five such temples. Some of them exist 
in pairs, one being in the village, and the other on the 
mountain. 1 

There are rites among the Nusairyeh in other parts 
of the country, which indicate a wors.Jp of the heavenly 
bodies, such as the turning of silver coins to the moon, 
as a presentation of the coin, indicating the worship of 
that body. There can be no question that the ignorant 
and uninitiated among the Nusairiyeh worship the 
heavenly bodies, and it is likely that the initiated are 
not entirely free from that worship.' 

'Deut. iv, 19: z Kings nxiii. 11; Eiek, viii. 16. 

a be hoped that Mr. Hoskins will find the ti 



plcte his researches and 10 give them 
B there c 



olbe 



;amed world. 



D question thai, whatever may 
be determined as 10 the ruins as they exist to-da;^, there was a 
time when the sun was worshiped (rom the summit of Hermon. 
A platform can be traced which faces toward the east. 

•Mr.Jaburof Nebk, a very intelligent Syrian, thinks the real 
religion of the Ismailiyeh and the Nusairiyeh is an ancient hea- 
thenism. He says that the sun. moon, and stars are worshiped in 
the nortltern portion of the country. He maintains that unaer the 

fretense of worshiping ALi, they worship the heavenly bodies, 
consider this merely a conjecture which is not supported by 
facts. Journal XH. 
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Some adore the heavens and the twilight, while others 
adore the sun and moon. This adoration is indicated by 
symbolical acts. Those who adore the heavens and the 
twilight, when they recite a certain prayer, indicate it by 
the symbolical act of placing "the right hand upon the 
breast" and "applying the inner part of the thumb to 
the middle finger." "While among the worshipers of the 
moon," when engaged in the same prayer, "some spread 
out the himd with the thumb erect, so that it has the 
shape of the new moon, and others place both hands 
upou the breast, oiwiiing ihcni wide, with the fingers of 
one over those of the other, and two thumbs erect, so 
as. in this way, to represent the shape of the moon." ' 

Lyde says that the Nusairiyeh are divided into two 
sects, the "Shemseeh" from "shems," the sun, and the 
"Kumrceh" from "kumr," the moon. He reports that 
his servant told him, "that his people, who are of the 
Kumreeh sect, are e.\tremely 'afraid' of the sun and 
moon, and pray to them." He says, also, "that it is a 
cv>mmon thing for the women and children to speak of 
the moon (which probably looks greater to them) as the 
f«rt of All, and the sun, as that of Mohammed," ' 

The deification of AH by the Nusairiyeh has become 

i|y*\()(e|e. It rests on the principle that "spiritual things 

t in pUywcal forms," thus "the Angel Gabriel was 

Q«MrtiMiW and came in the form of a Bedouin, and Satan 

MIMi^ ^^N***' '" human form, so, too, the jinn, and God 

An there is no prophet higher than Ali, and 

K M» sons, because they are the best of the crea- 

i WW*M himself through them, and therefore 

They apply a saying of 

)y externals, God knows 



I 

I 
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the secrets.' They believe that Ali had charge of all 

the secrets of God They maintain, judging from 

Mohammed's statement, that he considered Ali equal to 
Christ. Ali existed before the heavens and earth. He 
was on the right hand of the divine throne before his 
incarnation."' He is not only regarded as the incar- 
nation of God, as having ascended to heaven without 
dying, but he is considered as God, as the first cause, as 
the creator of the heavens and the earth, and as the only 
God. When this point has been reached it is easy to see 
how it comes in conflict with the facts of history. 
Hence there are those of the Nusairiyeh who deny a 
priori, that Ali had children.' As they aflfirm that 
women were created from "the sins of devils," they 
could not well conceive of a divine being having connec- 
tion with a daughter of the devil ; indeed, they deny that 
their religious sheiks have any such connection, and 
claim that their children are begotten through passes 
which these leaders make with their hands over the 
bodies of their wives.' 

Among the Druses, who are classed as a Moslem sect, 
but only wear the Moslem or any other faith as a cloak 
or defense in time of danger, and who hold an esoteric 
teaching, which one reveals at the peril of his life, there 
is the deification of a man, Hakim, whose wickedness and 
cruelties were the terror of his time, and are among the 
marvels of history.' And yet this monster of wicked- 

' Uopublished MS. 

'Journal XI. Cf, Lyde, The Asian Mystery, p, 116; "The 
Ansaireeh do not suppose Ali to have been flesh and blood, but 
rather a luminous appearance. Thev speak of his acts as zahir, 
apparent only. For instance, says ine Ansairee lad, they say he 
was not really married; for how, say they, could be be, being 
God?" Salisbury, op. cit., p. 253. 

•Salisbury, Dp. cit., p. 2g7. 
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ness has been deified by the Druses, and they confidently 
look for his second coming.' 

In treating of the BabJtes, we have to deal with a sect 
which began in the year 1844, though its immediate 
parentage was from the Shaikhis, which is also an out- 
growth of Shiism, and has some points of similarity with 
the Nusairiyeh and the Druses. Though a heretical sect 
of Islam, and a hybrid of the teachings of Islam and the 
Bible, especially of the Gospels, and with an ancestry 
extending back to the Sulis, it is, in its aims, its ideals, 
and in the men and women that it has produced, by far 
the noblest sect born of Islam. Its founder, those who 
suffered martyrdom with him, and many more who have 
endured a like fate, have won the sympathy, and largely 
the approval, of those who have studied their system and 
portrayed their lives." 

So far as Babiism is founded on the philosophical 

'Ibid, p. 176. 

'Browne, op. cit., p. 226; " Kaiera-Beg says .... that one 
day, falling into an ecstasy. Miria Ali Muhammad discovered that 
he was the Bab, the gate al truth." Bab is the Arabic for gate. It 
is imerestinK to note that the related sect of tbe Nusairiyeh use the 
same term ol Bab. Lvde, op. cit., p. no writes: " The Ansaireeb 
believe in one God, selt-existeni and eternal. TTiis God manifested 
himself in the world seven times in human form, from Abel to Ali 
son of Abu-Taleb, which la.3t manifestation was the most perfect; 
that to which the others pointed, and in which the mystery of the 
divine appearances founa their chief end and completion. 

At each ol ihese man testations the Deity made use of two 
other persons; the first created out o( the light of his essence, and 
by himself, and the second created bv the first. These, with the 
Deiiy. (orra an inseparable trinity, called Maana, Ism, Bab. 

The first, the Maana (meaning.) is the designation of the Deity 
as the meanine. sense, or reality of all things. 

The second, the Ism (name,) is also called the Hedjak, or veil, 
because under it the Maana conceals its glory, while by it it re- 
veals itself to men. 

o called because through it is the- 



door,) is SI 
ige of the 



a the trinity is the Ba,b .... who in the time of Adam w 
Gabriel, and in the time of Ali wasSalman-il-Farisee,the Persian." 
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system of Sufiism, it does not belong in our discussion; 
but so far as it deifies certain men, and is closely con- 
nected with the sects already mentioned, it should not be 
passed by. 

Sell, in his able essay on The Mystics of Islam, has 
shown how Sufiism has furnished the philosophical basis 
for Babiism. God is the primal element. In creation 
he came forth from interna! to external manifestation. 
He is being; man and all created things are not-being. 
Not-being is the mirror in which being is seen. Indeed, 
the infinite includes all being, evil as well as good, but as 
evil is inconsistent with the goodness of God, as set forth 
in the Koran, evil is said to proceed from not-being. All 
that exists is God, and nothing exists apart from him.' 

It is not difficult to see how, on the basis of such a 
philosophical system, the Babites hold that certain men 
are as truly mirrors of deity as Jesus Christ was. Indeed, 
Abbas Effendi pressed this illustration upon me as ex- 
plaining the incarnation. Holiness of character is not 
necessary to the idea'of such an incarnation; "To the 
man of God right and wrong are alike." 

Sinlessness, then, is not indispensable to any of these 
incarnations. Indeed, it is not claimed for Ali, or Hakim, 
or the Bab, or Beha, or Abbas Eflfendi. 

If we turn to the Old Testament we shall find a prac- 
tical tendency of the Semitic mind to deify man. This 
may be a survival of a time when the distinction between 
gods and men was not sharply drawn, to which allusion 
has already been made. At any rate, men have the term 
god applied to them in the Old Testament. Jesus Christ 
himself alludes to this when he says: "If he called them 
gods, unto whom the word of God came. ' ' ' This refers 

'Sell, op. cii., pp. 3 ft. 

»John A. 35. 
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■to certain passages where judges and rulers are termed 
Elohim.' We find a similar usage in the Tell-el-Amarna 
tablets. Various kinglets, including those of Beirut, 
Sidon, Tyre, Hazor, Jaffa, Lachish, and others, in 
writing to the king of Egypt, address him as "my gods" 
{i/ani-ja). Thus Abi-milki of Tyre writes: "To my 
lord, the king, my sun, my gods." ' 

Following the same analogy, we seem to have in the 
forty-fifth psalm a conspicuous example of the deification 
of a Messianic king. The psalm, according to modern 
interpreters, celebrates the nuptials of a prince and 
princess. There is good reason to believe that the 
prince was of the house of David, perhaps Joram, and 
the princess of the northern kingdom, Athaliah, the 
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. This is a theory which 
was held by Delitzsch, which 1 rejected when he stated 
it to me in the first critical work that he assigned me. 
But now it seems to me far more probable than any other 
theory which has been proposed. All the historical 
allusions seem to me to point this way. In a single 
verse which, as an epitaph, suras up the achievements of 
Ahab's reign, only two are mentioned, "the ivory house 
which he built, and all the cities that he built." ' Hence, 
the erection of an ivory house is made exceedingly con- 
spicuous as it could hardly have been, if such a palace 
had been built before. It is also said that the Tynans 
(dalA Zur) would be there with a gift, which would well 
be the case when the daughter of Jezebel was to be 
married. Nor can there be any doubt that this is an 
earthly king, for not only his queen, but also, according to 

■ Ek. xxi. 6; XKii. 7-g; 1 Sam. ii. 25: Pi. Ixxxii. i. 

'Winckler, The Tell-el-Amarna-Lctiers, New York, 1896. w 
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the customs of the times, his harem is mentioned. 
There is also the hope expressed of a numerous poster- 
ity: ''Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom 
thou shalt make princes in all the earth. ** * These are to 
take the place of their ancestors. When, therefore, this 
king is addressed, **Thy throne, Elohim, is forever and 
ever; a scepter of equity is the scepter of thy kingdom. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness. 
Therefore, Elohim, thy Elohim, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows,** we have the same 
term applied here to the Messianic king as to the theo- 
cratic judge, who, each in his place, was regarded as a 
representative of God. The fact that the historical 
Joram fell so far below the ideal of the Messianic king 
who was to wage war in behalf of truth and of the lowly 
but righteous ones, could not affect the hopes of the 
psalmist, who found in the union of a prince of the south- 
ern kingdom with a princess of the northern an occasion 
to paint an ideal of Messianic hopes and expectations, 
colored by the conceptions of the time, but which the 
Spirit of God does not find an unworthy medium in New 
Testament times, setting aside the purely local features, 
for expressing the divine sonship of Jesus Christ.* 

* Ps. xlv. 12-16. 
'Heb. i. 8, 9. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE PHYSICAL RELATION OF HAN TO GOD 

Id the discassion of primitive Semitic reli^on to-day, 
it is necessary for ds to consider the physical relation of 
mao to God. But only rather obscare traces are to be 
found of the physical fatherhood of Deity among modem 
Semites. The subject cannot be discussed by making 
use of veiled eiprcssions. I shall try not to offend 
against delicacy, but must use words which are Dnam- 
biguous. 

There is perhaps no clear proof of the esisteoce of the 
notion that God is the father of a clan, tribe, or family. 
For this there is a sufEcient reason in the fact that such 
an idea would be roost repugnant to Islam as well as to 
ancient Christianity. Here, if anywhere, old Semitic 
ideas should have become extinct.' 1 can present only 
such hints as I have found in certain expressions and 
usages, and leave the reader to draw his own conclusions. 
These hints arc not limited to the representations of God, 
since it seems quite certain, that to the ignorant mind, 
as I have observed, there is practically no clear distinc- 
tion between the divine powers of God himself, and 
those of the saint, or the departed spirit; each in his 
own domain may exercise an authority, which to the 
simple peasant, or the Bedouin, is what we should term 
supernatural and divine.' 

We have seen how the conceptions of God are human- 



■ For these ideas, see W. Robertson Smith, Lectur 
Religion o( the Semites, New York, 1889, pp. 41-43. 
•P. 77. 
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ized, while those of "the saints" are deified. We need, 
therefore, in order to make an intelligent induction, to 
examine every expression, or usage, which indicates that 
spiritual existences may have the power of fatherhood, 
it is certain that we cannot be sure of finding such traces 
at any given point, but coming to us from many points, 
often unexpectedly, they may be none the less significant. 
Were we to ask the question, "Is there evidence that 
God is regarded as the physical father of any clan, tribe, 
or people among the modern Semites?" we should be 
compelled, as far as my investigations have gone, to 
answer, "No." There is no such clear-cut statement, 
so far as I am aware, of a belief among the modern 
Semites of th« physical fatherhood of Deity, such as is 
said to exist among the Tongas, who affirm, "God had 
three sons, the whites, the Zulus, and the Tongas." ' 

I found the investigation leading to data necessary 
in order to form a conclusion, delicate and difficult. Not 
because the modern Semite hesitates to discuss such 
themes, quite the contrary; but because the facts 
which have a bearing upon the subject are more likely 
to come to light by indirection and when least expected, 
than by any formal inquiries. 

There seem to be pretty clear indications that igno- 
rant Moslems and Christians conceive of God as pos- 
sessed of a complete male organism, and that this is not 
merely popular language. Moslems at Hamath, in 
northern Syria, swear by God's phallus." In the village 
of Bludan, about twenty-five miles west from Damascus, 
which is composed of Greek Christians of a very low 
type, the same oath is heard on the lips of women, 

'Personal Interview, W. L. ThompBon, M. D., missionary of 
the A. B. C. F. M., ML Silinda. East Central Africa. 
'Journal XI„ summer of 1901. 
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who sometimes are so shameless as to giggle when using 
it, thus showing that they are conscious of its meaning.' 
Another form of oath of a similar sort may be heard in 
Nebk, in the Syrian desert, and at Zebedani.' 

At Kerak, whenever there is a drought, the Greek 
Christians dress a winnowing fork in women's clothes. 
This they call "the bride of God." The girls and 
women carry it from house to house, singing doggerel 
songs.' This expression, "bride of God," naturally 
reminds us of the "bride of the Nile," who, according 
to a tradition given by Lane, was anciently thrown into 
the arms of the river god, when the water began to rise.* 

There is a further illustration, from another country, 
which shows how far superstition may descend in lower- 
ing the conception of God. Some ignorant members of 
the Greek Church in Syria speak of the Virgin Mary as 
the "bride of God," We do not know what they may 
understand by this term, but in Porto Rico a Catholic 
was living openly with a woman to whom he was not 
married. When rebuked by a Syrian, who was residing 
in that country, he replied that there was no wrong in 
what he was doing, for he was simply following the 
example of God, who still lived with the Virgin Mary.' 



'Suleiman, teacherin the Irish Presbyterian Mission at Nebk, 
and Abdullah, leacher in the American Presbyterian Mission at 
Hamath. 

■Letter from Mr, Henry G. Harding, formerly of Kerak. now 
of Gaia, of the Medical Mission of the C. M. S. of Great Britain; 
cf, Fraier, The Golden Bougli, London, igoo. Vol. I.,pp.()S, 213. 

•Lane, An Account of the Manners and Customs of the Mod- 
ern Egypjiana, London, 1896, p. joo: " The Arab general was told 
E|;yplian8 were accustomed at the periud when the Nile 
I rise to deck a young virgin in gay apparel, and throw her 
river as a sacrifice to obtain a plentiml inundation," 
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Among the Ismailiyeh there is said to be a sacred 
maiden, whose distinctive features, eyes, and color of 
hair are known from their holy books, and whose body 
is considered the abode of Deity. She is introduced into 
the sacred assemblies of the initiated, and stands exposed 
before them. She was once seen for a moment by a 
Protestant Syrian, who went to call on an intimate friend 
among the Ismailiyeh. Fearing for his life he fled, and 
emigrated to a foreign land. This sacred maiden is said 
to be descended from the Son of God.' 

Procreative power is attributed by the Syrians to the 
spirits of the dead. It is well known that they affirm 
that the jinn may have sexual intercourse with men and 
women; of this fact Baldersperger has given some fresh 
examples.' It is said that women sometimes find that 
their best gowns, which they had carefully locked up in 
their bridal chests, have been worn and soiled by female 
spirits during their confinement, because they did not 
utter the name of God when they were locking them up.' 
But the view that the spirits of the dead may beget chil- 
dren is held to the extent that it is believed a widow 
may conceive by her husband, for nine months after his 
death. It is said that a woman at Nehk took the bath 
of ceremonial purification' because she dreamed she 
had received a visit from her deceased husband. 

'The custom to which allusion ia made has been repeatedly 
charged to the Nusairiyeh, and as often denied bj| Protestants 



who know Ihem intimately. The circumstance mentioned ii . 
nection with the Ismailiyeh was detailed to me by a credible 
wimess, who heard it from [he Syrian, with whom tie was well 
acquainted, and who was compelled to flee for his life. The point 
oE this incident is that this young woman is alleged to be directly 
descended from the Son of God. 

I 'Palestine Exploration Fund, Quarterly Statement for 1899, 

1 London, pp. 148. 149. 

I 'Journal X., Nebk, summer of 1901. 

I Mbid. C(. Lbv.xv. 18. 
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There is a man in Nebk who is currently believed to 
be the offspring of such a union, and no reproach was 
ever cast upon his mother. There is also a person in 
Nebk vho is considered, by simple people, to be the 
child of a jinn. 

Another form of the same belief is doubtless in a 
siscnUr custom, of which I have heard of two examples. 
When * nui bad beea executed for murder at the Jaffa 
gate ia Jensalon. more than thirty years ago, some 
llif ■»M>ii nisbed Dp to the corpse.' It may be that 
t|«7 Mt that, iaasmnch as the man had been released 
^ dvadt bom pnTious nuptials, and was free, as a dis- 
embodied SfHTit, he was endowed with supernatural power 
ID (ivc them the joy of motherhood by proximity to his 
dew) body. 

We also seem to find the same idea in the connection 
of birren women with the spirits of sacred shrines of 
T&rions sorts, or with those whom, in their ignorance, 
they suppose to be spirits. 

It is said that they visit the hot springs at a certain 
place, of which the name is unknown to me, and take 
practically a steam bath, the well being considered by 
them as the source of the vapors. 

About four hours from Karyaten, on the way to Sadad 
(the Zedad of Scripture),' are the so-called baths of 
Solomon, where there are extensive ruins of buildings on 
grand scale. Only part of the arches that supported 
the superstructure now remain. There are three places 
where the hot air comes out of the ground, many yards 
One of these is in the floor of a room of con- 
^Inbte site with walls and a roof of stone. The heat 

,., „ivm aumroerot 1900, Rev ]. Edward Hanauer of 

^jSJiSw^'**"' Cf.Lai.eop.c.t..p.a67. 
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is SO intense that it is not possible to endure it manj 
minutes. The other hot air vents are in the field. One of 
these, called Aba Rabah, is a famous shrine for vomen 
who are barren and desire children. Ther reall j regard 
the weli of the shrine as the father of children bom 
after such a visit, as appears from the rendering of an 
Arabic couplet, which they repeat as thej go inside the 
small inclosure, consisting of a rude stone wall about four 
feet high, and allow the hot air to stream up their bodies. 

" Oh« Aba Rabah! 
To thee come the white ones. 
To thee come the fair ooes; 
With thee is the generatioo. 
With us is the oonceptioD.'* 

The native teacher's wife said she knew of two barren 
women who had recently had children after visiting this 
shrine. When a child is bom as the result of such a 
visit, it is customary, after the immolation of the victim, 
to partake of a meal which is eaten in the shade of the 
vaulted ruin near by, and to which the friends of the 
family from the neighboring villages are invited.' 

Almost equally significant is another curious custom 
in connection with some of the channels of the Orontes, 
used for irrigation. During a certain season of the year, 
the water is turned ofif and the channels are cleared of 
mud and any matter which might clog the flow of the 
water. The first night that the water is turned on it is 
said to have the power of procreation (it is called dekr). 
Barren women take their places in the channel, waiting 
for the embrace of the water spirit in the onmsh of the 
stream.' 

Naturally there are also shrines to which barren 

' Joumal U Karyaten, automn of 1898, Syrian teacher's wife. 
'Journal XIL, Homs and Braigfa. 
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women go that they may have the reproach of childless- 
ness removed. Sometimes the woman stands at a Chris- 
tian shrine below one of the saint's pictures, covered 
with a wire netting with some projecting points, and 
taking her head-dress in her hand, tries to drive a sharp 
bargain with the saint for the gift of the desired child. 
Giving the cloth a fling toward the wire netting, she bids 
one piastre;' if It catches on one of the projections, she 
considers it a sign that the saint will give her a child, 
and that after its birth she is to pay the sum of one 
piastre. If, however, the cloth falls, she understands 
that her offer has been rejected, and that the saint insists 
on inore money; so raising up the cloth, she gives it 
another fling, and says, "two piastres." This she does 
until it catches. When this takes place she goes away 
in the firm belief she is to have a son, and with the 
understanding that when he is born she is to bring to the 
shrine the sum last named. 

There are, however, barren women of all sects, includ- 
ing Moslems, who go to the shrine of the most powerful 
saint in all Syria. There are many natives who shrug 
their shoulders when this shrine is mentioned in connec- 
tion with women. But it is doubtless true that many do 
not know what seems to be its true character, and who 
think that the most puissant saint, as they believe, in 
the world can give them sons. Why should not ignor- 
ance and superstition, in the eagerness for children, in 
some cases be unsuspicious? If a dead husband can be 
the parent of a child; if Abu Rabah can give seed; if a 
woman can conceive by a water spirit; why should she 
not believe a monkish tale that St. George i^Mar Jirjis) 
will be a husband to her and give her conception? 

The famous shrine of St. George was once visited by 

■ Jouraal I., Salita, autumn of iSgS' 
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many Moslem women who desired offspring, and who 
went with the full consent of their husbands. But the 
true character of the place is beginning to be recognized, 
so that many Moslems have forbidden their wives to 
visit it.' 

There is a cave at Juneh in which there is a pool of 
water to which the same power is attributed. The natives 
believe that a childless couple who bathe in the waters of 
this cave will have children. Undoubtedly the cave is 
supposed by them to be inhabited by a well, who has, as 
the peasants think, the power to make a barren mar- 
riage fruitful.' 

To sum up, the idea that a well may be a physical 
father is one of which there is more than one example, 
and the notion is currently believed, as we have seen, 
that disembodied spirits may still beget children from 
mortal women, either those who have been their own 
wives, or from others; while it is commonly held that a 
jinn may have an earthly wife, or that a man may have 
a spirit wife who will not tolerate his looking at any 
woman. These phenomena seem to point back to a 
time, already considered, when there was no distinction 
between God, the well, the departed spirit, and the jinn. 
Hence the being to whom the Semite did homage was 
endowed with physical fatherhood. If, now, we regard 
the departed spirit, who is held in love and reverence, 
hence enjoys the title of weli, as the only deity who has 
any practical bearing on the life of the modern Semite, 
we may claim that the idea of the physical fatherhood of 
deity still exists. 

■Journal X1I„ village near Hamath. 1 had one incident 
described to me from the lips of a man who visited the shrine, and 
who is one of the most trustworthy in all Syria. 

'Journal X., Beirut, William Van Dyck, M. D. 
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came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children 
to them; the same were the mighty men which were of 
old, the men of renown." In the light of Semitic modes 
of thought, I do not think the interpretation which has 
been regnant in certain circles since the time of Angus- 
tine and Chrysostom, that the sons of God were the pious 
Sethites and the daughters of men were Canaanitish 
women, was at ail intended by the writer. It is question- 
able, too, whether angelic beings, as we understand the 
term, were intended. So far as the meaning of the pas- 
sage is concerned, were not the Sethites men? Did they 
not begin to multiply upon the earth? Did they not 
have daughters born to them? Were there not fair 
women among them? It seems to me that nothing bat a 
desire to render the scriptural narrative edifying has led 
to this traditional interpretation, which is clearly alle- 
gorical. I am well aware that the term "son," in Semitic 
speech, is often not to be taken too literally, but here it 
certainly indicates superhuman beings, at least what we 
might call demigods. Out of their connection with 
earthly women are born men of extraordinary physical 
development. We are no more to go to such a passage 
for doctrine than to other passages in the Old Testament 
for leaching regarding the future state.' We are not, 
however, to suppose that any Old Testament writer 
thought of God as a physical father, though some appear 
to speak of heathen gods as if they were real existences. 
We have, as it seems to me, the true reading given by 
Wellhausen, in the Polychrome text of Ps, Iviii. i: 
" Speak ye indeed what is right ye gods? 

Do ye judge men without partiality? 

Nay, rather, on earth are your judgmenta confusion, 

Your hands weigh out what is wrong." 
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It is from this point of view, in which the writer 
acknowledges their rea! existence, that Wellhausen well 
says: "The gods are not human rulers. They are divini- 
ties worshiped by the heathen, and placed by Jkvh at 
the head of the nations, Ps. xxix. Ixxxii. They are held 
responsible for the conduct of their subjects. If they are 
righteous gods, they must maintain righteousness and 
justice within their domain. In point of fact, their rule 
is thoroughly discredited by the disorderliness and licen- 
tiousness of their subjects (v. 3-5) Seeing, then, 

that they fail in their duty, or are incompetent for their 
task, Jhvh himself must interpose, and execute justice 
against the heathen, in order that it may be seen that 
there is one Supreme Deity upon the earth who judges." 
So the sons of God, whoever they may be, come to 
present themselves before the Lord, as if he held a court 
like an earthly king. Hence, the writer sees no impro- 
priety in the Adversary presenting himself also, and 
receiving permission to lay his hand on Job.' It is thus 
that an ancient Semitic conception of divine beings, 
called Elohim, but not regarded as men, is alluded to in 
a way which would escape the reader of the ordinary 
English version. While the Old Testament writers never 
conceive of men as having physical relations to God, 
they do not hesitate to speak of the sons of God as 
having children, as we have seen, or of heathen gods as 
having offspring. This appears from two passages 
quoted by W. Robertson Smith:' 
" Woe to ihee, MoabI 

Thou art undone, O people of Chemoah: 

He hath given his sons as fugitives, 

And his daughters into capiivhy, 

Unto Sihon king of the Amorites."' 

1 Job i. fr-ii; it. 1-6. ' Op. cit., pp. 43, 43, 
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Here, then, it is the Moabite god Chemosh who gives 
np his children. The phraseology of the following pas- 
sage in this connection is very significant: '^Judah hath 
profaned the holiness [sanctuary] of the Lord which he 
loveth, and hath married the daughter of a strange 
god."* This view of the heathen divinity, like that in 
the passages cited above, looks upon them as real exist- 
ences, who have the power of physical fatherhood. The 
ancient as well as the modern Semite did not philoso- 
phize, nor see any inconsistency in acknowledging the 
existence of heathen deities, as subordinate to the gov- 
ernment of God, and as having children, like the 
Moabites, who were sprung from their loins. In the 
same way, while the modern Semite does not clearly 
think of God as procreator, he certainly holds that a 
disembodied spirit, whether that of an ordinary man, or 
of a weli, can become a physical father. 

>Mal. ii. II. 
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CHAPTER X 

MOKAL RELATION OF UAN TO GOD 

e hare seen tfaxt to the ignorant man or woman, a 
spim, a deponed apc es t or . or saJDt may stand in the 
place of dcitf.' It b nportuit that we should consider 
tke retations of &e people bi sacfa a being. 

Tbeoccticall; tbere is s yn cr etisni- The Moslem, 
evayvbcre, confesses Oat be believes in one God, but 
the Fellahin, the Arabs, and the Bedouin, not to speak 
of manj-odwis, including moltitndes of women, believe 
a great deal aiore firml; in some weli or spirit, as the one 
who can help in tbe time of trooblc. God is far away, the 
spirit or saint is near. God is so far away that the con- 
5cioasi>ess of him secras to be lost as a force in life. If 
any one doabts this, let him travel from one end of Syria, 
through Palestine to the Stnaidc Peninsula, and observe 
bow the sacred shrines dominate almost every hilltop; 
how tbey are to be found in almost every village ; bow 
they are in the wilderness, apart from any human habi- 
tation, where the nomads can iasnre the safety of their 
flocks from disease, from wild beasts, and raids of hos- 
tile tribes, by timely vows. Let him interview the people 
and he will Gnd that the saint is a real force in their lives. 

In coasidering the relation of man to God, to saint, 
or spirit we have to deal with one word which furnishes 
the key. That word is known among us as sin; among 
the modem Semites it is often equivalent to misfortune; 
that is, sin and misfortune are practically correlative 
terms among the ignorant. Rev. W. K. Eddy, of Sidon, 

'See pp. 77, 94. 
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as born in Syria, and who knows the langaage and 
customs of the people thoroughly, says that it is a com- 
mon expression among the people to-day: "O Lord, 
what is my sin" {^a ru6b Jthattttl)} It is to be doubted, 
whether there is much consciousness of sin among the 
ignorant, without misfortune. There are indeed two 
crimes that are often acknowledged as shameful, and 
hence as sins; these are adultery and murder.' But 
even the latter, when undertaken on a raid or in blood 
revenge, is, in the estimation of the modem Semite, no 
murder. Doubtless there are lawless men among the 
Bedouin, who, in their thoughts of a future life, owing to 
the instruction of the sheiks of Islam, may confess that 
they are fit candidates for the fire.' But the great mass 
of the sons of the desert, if they give any thought to the 
matter at all, doubtless have the spirit of bravado and 
assurance expressed in the language of one of them, as 
reported by Palgrave; " 'What will you do on ( 
into God's presence for judgment after so graceless a 
life?' said 1 one day to a spirited young Sherarat, whose 
long, matted lovelocks, and some pretensions to dandi- 
hood, for the desert has its dandies, too, amid all his 
ragged accoutrements, accorded very well with his con- 
versation, which was nowise of the most edifying descrip- 

' Palgrave, op. cit., p. 33. 

•Some Arabs loid Miss T. Maswell Ford that Ihey w 
toto the fire, Cf. Doughty, op. cit., Vol. II., pp. 381, 3. 
tell me. what can su bind to religion this people full of ungodly 
levity and deceitful life?' ' I think it is the fear of the fire (orhclf) 
that amazes their hearts! all the tiroe of dieir fives.' Fire is the 
divine cruelty of die Semitic religions." But in the index DouKhly 
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tion. 'What will we do?' was his unhesitating answer. 
'Why, we will go up to God and salute him, and if he 
proves hospitable (gives us meat and tobacco), we will 
stay with him; if otherwise, we will mount our horses 
and ride off.' This is a fair specimen of Bedouin ideas 
touching another world, and were I not afraid of an 
indictment for profaneness. I might relate fifty similar 
anecdotes at least. Nor did 1 ever meet, among the 
genuine nomad tribes, with any individual who took a 
more spiritual view, whether of Deity, of the soul of man, 
or of any other disembodied being soever. God is for 
them a chief, residing mainly, it would seem, in the sun, 
with which, indeed, they in a manner identify him .... 
somewhat more powerfKl than their own head man .... 
but in other respects of much the same style and char- 
acter. The spirits of their frequent ghost stories . . . . 
are, for all their diabolical propensities, very corporeal 
beings, and can even intermarry with the human race. 
.... The souls of the dead, for their part, are little 
better; they are pleased with, nay require, sacrifices at 
their tombs, and the blood thus shed nourishes and sa- 
tiates them." ' 

The Bedouin and ignorant Syrian has every reason to 
believe that his relations with the being he regards as 
most powerful are good until some misfortune comes; in 
his misfortune is the evidence of his sin, and he seeks at 
once to put himself on good terms with the being he has 
offended by means of some gift. 

The fact that sin and misfortune are regarded as 
essentially synonymous terms came out in a very impress- 
ive way in an intervie-w with some Nusairiyeh who were 
Protestants. When visiting Jendairiyeh, with Rev. 
James S. Stewart, missionary of the Reformed Presby- 

' Palgrave. op. cit., Vol. I., pp. 33, 33. 
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rian Church in northern Syria, I had a long interview 
with some of these people. To get their idea of the 
reason for misfortune, I asked Mr. Stewart to tell them, 
in outline, the story of the afflictions which befell Job,' 
and to ask them what they thought about them. They 
said at once, "That man must have been a great sinner. " 
When they heard of the man that was born blind,' they 
said, "Either that man sinned in a previous state, or his 
parents must have sinned." ' 

In another part of Syria I heard of a Moslem whose 
wife, a virtuous woman, had borne him four children, 
but whom he adjudged as guilty of some secret sin 
because the children had died. He therefore proceeded 
to put her away.* 

The governor of a certain town in Syria was considered 
by the people as a tyrant. He lost two sons; it was at 
once said that he had been punished for his unrighteous 
deeds. The Syrian who related the incident, a man of 
wide observation and rare intelligence, in commenting 
on the incident, said that when misfortune comes people 
begin to think about their sins, but do not recognize 
them otherwise. 

Whenever, then, any member of a family falls ill, or a 
misfortune of any kind seems to impend, the conclusion 
is at once reached by those interested, that the saint is 
offended, and that hia favor must be secured through the 
medium of some gift. Oftentimes the one who is afflicted, 
or some near friend or relative, promises to give some- 
thing to the saint if the afRiction is removed; or such a 




I2S 



PRIMITIVE SEMITIC REUGION TO-DAV 



gift may be paid unconditionally. ^Vbere the orthodox 
view is maintained, that the saint is an intercessor with 
Cod, the vow is made as payment for his intercession. 
There is no such thing as a recognition of dependence 
upon the saints, so far as 1 am aware, among the Bedouin 
and ignorant peasants, except when things go wrong. 

In these respects the modern Semite has the same 
conception of misfortune as equivalent to sin that the 
ancient Semite had. Of this we have a conspicuons 
example in the case of Job's friends,' and even in the 
time of Christ, for he felt called upon to correct the view 
of the populace, who held that the eighteen upon whom 
the tower of Siloam fell were offenders above all who 
dwelt in Jerusalem.' 

The same idea appears in the Moabite inscription of 
King Mesha. "Omri was king over Israel, and he 
afflicted Moab for many days, because Chemosh was 
angry with his land."' No reason is assigned for this 
anger : it is something with which the king has to reckon. 
Because the king has suffered misfortune he argues that 
the god must be angry with him. The same King 
Mcsha, when the battle goes against him, offers up his 
first-born son to his god. He would not have done this 
had he not believed, because of his defeat, that Chemosh 
was angry at him for some sin, and that the only way to 
appease his anger was by the sacrifice of his son. 

Aside from the annual festivals, which are found only 
in connection with a snnall number of shrines, there would 
be no gifts at the great majority, if men and women did 
not fear some misfortune, or were not in actual danger 

'Job iv. 7: viii. 6; xxii. 5-10. 
'Luke xiii. 1-5. 

'Tlie Inacriplion of Mesha, vs. 4-6. Driver, Notes on the 
Hebrew Text of the Book of Samuel, Oxford, 1890, p. Ixxxvii. 
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of it. In other words, there would be no sense of depend- 
ence on these welis; their cult would end. The modern 
Semite feels as dependent on their favor as the ancient 
Semite did upon the favor of the Baalim for good har- 
vests. The motive for vows, gifts, sacrifices is in both 
cases the same. 

The consciousness of sin as actual guilt is not ordi- 
narily very strong among the Arabs and the Fellahin. 
They fear to swear falsely by their saints, but it is not 
because of the sin of false swearing. They swear falsely 
by God without the slightest compunctions, because they 
think that he is forgiving, and will not notice this misap- 
propriation of his name. They fear to swear falsely by 
the saints, because they are afraid of their anger, and so 
of iheir punishment. If they have promised anything to 
the saint they are afraid to break their word for the same 

It is notorious that the mouths of many Arabs and 
Syrians are full of foulness. This is not merely the 
frankness which pertains to all the relations of life, in 3 
way that is sometimes exceedingly embarrassing to Eng- 
lish and American missionary ladies, but it arises from 
corrupt minds. They do not fear to use such language, 
although offensive to God, but it is related of the Nusairi- 
yeh, that when they visit a certain shrine, they refrain 
from all obscene language, because offensive to the well; 
yet when they have paid their vows, and are returning to 
their homes, they give free rein to their tongues. 

The relation of the modern Semites to the saints is 
entirely different from that to God. The people are in 
fear of them, and seek to secure their favor through gifts, 
and to avert misfortune by a timely and satisfactory 
bakshish. 

It will thus be seen that sin, as identified with misfor- 
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tune, comes to be without ethical character. The con- 
ception of a powerful being, as such, is much like that 
of an earthly ruler, who makes right and wrong by edict. 
That which is pleasing to the ruler is right, that which 
is displeasing to him is wrong. It is in this way that 
Judah proposes that he shall be regarded by his father, 
if he does not return his brother Benjamin, when he says: 
"I will be surety for him; at my hand thou shall demand 
him; if I do not bring him unto thee and set him before 
thee, then I shall have sinned against thee all the days. " ' 

Thus, by the law of solidarity, all Israel is held 
responsible for Achan's disobedience in taking the 
devoted thing.' To the ancient Semite, as well as to 
the modern, spoil captured in battle would be legitimate. 
There would be no moral wrong in Achan taking from 
the spoil of the enemy, but the command of God made 
that wrong which would have been right under other 
circumstances. So there could ordinarily have been no 
wrong on the part of Saul and the people of Israel in 
appropriating the spoil of the Amaiekites, but as God 
had decreed otherwise, it became a sin,' Later, when 
they fought against the Philistines and defeated them, 
after the slaughter of Goliath, and spoiled their camp, 
not a word is said by way of reproach.* 

So long, then, as misfortune is regarded as equivalent 
to sin; so long as good and evil may come from God; so 
long as right is not right in itself, or wrong, wrong by its 
own nature; but right and wrong are made by God's 
decree, just as by any earthly potentate, the conscious- 
ness of sin, as guilt, is dulled, and men's minds are con- 

' Gen, xliii. g (Hebrew). 
»Josh.vii. i-ii. 
' I Sam. XV. 2-14. 
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fused. The forbidden thing becomes a means of wrong- 
doing, simply because it is forbidden, and not with 
respect to its ethical character, and the relation of men 
to spiritual beings becomes a matter of barter. If 
bakshish will avail to cover over almost any offense 
which an Oriental may commit against his government, 
it must avail in dealing with the only supernatural powers 
that he knows. Their favor may be secured and their 
anger turned aside, if a satisfactory gift is promptly 
made. Freed, then, from all dread in this sphere, what 
need the Arab or Fellahin, who has not come under the 
dominion of the leaching of Islam, fear for the future? 

On the other hand, we find a marked advance in the 
conception of sin in the best of the Babylonian peniten- 
tial psalms; ' for in these at the first blush we seem to 
have reached a consciousness of guilt as profound as in 
the Old Testament. But a closer examination discloses 
the fact that sin is still revealed through misfortune, 
through the manifestation of the anger of some god or 
goddess. It is sin, too, concerning whose character the 
victim is unconscious, so that he has no idea how his 
misfortune has come upon him. 

In his trouble he seeks the help of each known or 
unknown god or goddess. In. true Oriental fashion, 
after he has called in vain without any hand being out- 
stretched, he lies on the ground sobbing and kissing the 
feet of each god and goddess in turn. But there is no 
relief, and again he makes piteous appeal for mercy. 
What can he think in the midst of such misfortunes and 
such expressions of anger but tbat he is a great sinner? 

As a result of this conclusion, he first makes a general 
confession of men's lack of insight, so that they cannot 
eipzig. 1885. pp. 
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distinguish between good and evil, or between those 

things which are pleasing to the divinity and those 
which are not, and then he makes that pathetic confes- 
sion of sin which we find at the end of the psatm, which 
may not be divorced from the Semitic idea of misfortune 
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" My god, my sins a 
" My goddess, my ei 
" Known and unkno\ 

" Known and unknoi 

forgive ray sin. 
" Forgive my sins am 
'■ May thy heart be 

brought forth 
"Be glad as of a mc 

has begotten , 

It is clear from tne above confessions that the Baby- 
lonian had made great progress beyond the primitive 
Semite in his consciousness of sin, and if he could have 
had the teaching of an Isaiah, he might easily have 
passed on to such a discovery of the true nature of sin 
as is indicated by the Old Testament saints. 
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CHAPTER XI 

HIGH PLACES AND SACRED SHRINES 

All readers of the Old Testament, whether scholars or 
not, are familiar with the passages which refer to high 
places, and the worship of the Baalim. Modern critics 
claim that according to the most ancient documents the 
patriarchs and some of the most devoted servants of God 
worshiped at these high places, and often under sacred 
trees. Thus Abraham builds his first altar and receives 
the first revelation which God makes to him under the 
terebinth of Moreh,' which, according to Baudissin, 
signifies the terebinth of the prophet;' that is, a place 
to which the people of the country came for information 
about those affairs which were beyond their ken. 

The next altar which he builds is under the terebinths 
of Mamre in Hebron.' Here he pitched his tent, and 
here, in a place recognized as sacred, God revealed him- 
self to him again.' In Beersheba he plants a tamarisk 
and calls on the name of Jehovah,' Later Isaac builds an 
altar there, and likewise calls on the name of Jehovah.' 
It is at this same place, and probably on the same altar, 
under the same tamarisk, that Jacob offers sacrifice.' It 
was under an oak that the angel of Jehovah appeared to 

' Gen. xii. 6 and 7, 

'Studien Zur Semitischen Religionsgeachichie, Leipzig, 1878. 
Vol, II., p. 324, 1 have derived valuable help from the work 



of Baudissin in the preparatic 

HShendienst der Hebraer in Rea 

Theologic und Kirche, Leipzig, 1 
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Gideon, and it was under the game oak that he built an 
altar.' It is at the oak in Shechem that the men o£ the 
city go to make Abimelech king." It is not stated that 
these sacred trees were on high places, but this seems 
altogether probable. 

The use of mountains and high places for worship 
among the early Hebrews provokes no reproof. Indeed 
that ancient, anonymous prophet, who is embodied by 
both Isaiah' and Micah,* says: "And it shall come lo 
pass in the latter days, that the mountain of Jehovah's 
house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the bills, and all nations shall 
flow unto it." 

It is on Carmel, a sacred mountain, that the Prophet 
Elijah repairs the altar of Jehovah that was thrown 
down.' It is upon a mountain that Abraham is directed 
to offer up his son.' It was on a mountain that Jacob 
offered up a sacrifice before parting from Laban.' It 
was on Mizpah, signifying lookout hill or mountain, 
whilher Jephthah went to speak all his words before the 
Lord.' It is Mount Sinai or Horeb, which is called 
repeatedly the Mount of God,' upon whose summit God 
revealed himself lo Moses,'" and long afterwards to 
Elijah. The Mount of Olives was a place where David 
or his contemporaries were wont to worship God." With 
reference to the use of high places for legitimate sacrifice, 
there are conspicuous examples. When Saul goes to get 
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information about his father's asses, he finds that the 
people have a sacrifice that day on a high place, which is 
followed by a meal, of which the invited guests do not 
partake until Samuel first blesses the sacrifice.' It was 
to Gibeon that Solomon went, after he had been made 
Icing, to offer a thousand burnt-offerings, because, as the 
writer says, "that was the great high place," and there 
Jehovah appeared unto him.' 

This worship upon mountains, hills, high places, and 
under trees, was nothing new. It is found among other 
nations, and is of great antiquity. When the centraliza- 
tion of worship in Israel is emphasized under Josiah, the 
effort is made to do away with the worship on the high 
places, and to give effect to the command contained in 
Deuteronomy: "Ye shall surely destroy all the places, 
wherein the nations which ye shall possess serve their 
I gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and 
under every green tree."' Hosea is the first ancient 
prophet who sets forth the true nature of this worship, 
which he regards as whoredom. He says of it: "My 
people ask counsel at their stock, and their staff declareth 
unto them: for the spirit of whoredom hath caused them 
to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their 
God. They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, 
and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars, 
and terebinths, because the shadow thereof is good: 
therefore your daughters commit whoredom, and your 
brides commit adultery." ' 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel characterize these places of 
worship more than once in similar terras: "For of old 
time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and 
thou saidst, I will not serve ; for upon every high hill and 
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under every green tree thou didst bow thyself playing 
the harlot." ' "For when I had brought them into the 
land, which I lifted up my hand to give unto them, then 
they saw every high hill, and every thick tree, and they 
offered there their sacrifices, and there they presented 
the provocation of theiT offering, there also they made 
their sweet savor, and they poured out their drink offer- 
ings. Then I said unto them, what meaneth the high 
place whereunto ye go? So the name thereof is called 
Bamah unto this day. ' ' ' 

It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to determine whether 
any of the bamoth were artificial elevations — so BaudissJn 
holds,' but on insufficient grounds, as it seems to me, 
because his argument is sustained by that which may be 
a doubtful reading in Ezekiel, namely, ramah for bamah. 
While there are a few passages where the term "houses 
of high places" occurs, and the parallelism sometimes 
indicates a sanctuary, it is evident from a few other pas- 
sages that the word bamah not only indicates the high 
place, but also the sanctuary that was often erected upon 
it. In common usage it is applied to a building even in 
a valley. The terms employed indicate that the popular 
reference was to a building, in many passages where the 
word bamah is used. Thus we read that Solomon built 
"an high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, 
in the mount that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, 
the abomination of the children of Ammon";' "that the 
children of Israel did secretly things that were not right 
against Jehovah, their God, and they built them high 

'Jer. ii, ». 

»Eiek. XX. 18, 29. 

'Op. cit., Vol. II., pp. ajS, 259. Neither ihe LXX. nor Jerome 

deratood ihal we ■" — "* '' " ' '' --, — -.- 
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places in all their cities";' and that Manasseh, "built 
again the high places, which Hezekiah, his father, had 
destroyed." ' The verb asaA (to make) is also used as 
a synonym of lianah (to build). Sanctuaries, or houses, 
are also indicated by the words used for their destruc- 
tion, as ttalkats (to tear down),' and saraph (to burn).* 
The terra kUhmtd (to destroy) is less definite, but is 
probably to be understood with respect to the destruction 
of a building. 

We have every reason to suppose that the Baalim were 
worshipped on the high places, where there were buildings 
as well as where there were none, under the shadow of 
trees,' or on the bare heights.' We have the term 
Bamoth Baal, used as the name of the place in Moab, 
Whence Balaam could see Israel, where he erected seven 
altars for sacrifice, and where God met him.' This 
name also occurs in Joshua,' and is mentioned in the 
twenty-seventh line of the inscription of King Mesha. 
Not only the context of several passages indicates that the 
Baaiim were worshiped on the high places, but the Baalim 
are directly mentioned in connection with the bamoth.'' 

We have no details in respect to the rites used In 
connection with the worship of the Baalim. Hosea indi- 
cates that the Israelites consider them the givers of their 
prosperity, whose favor they are to seek.'" The worship 
is of a joyful character. There are feasts, new moons, 
and sabbaths." At such times the people are decked 
with their jewels and are dressed in their best attire." 



b 
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All is hilarity. In this there is syncretism, for the 
prophet represents the people as calling God Baali (my 
baal), as if the worship were intended for him, while the 
thonght is somewhere else ; as if a woman should call her 
husband John, by the name of her paramour Charles. 

1b the visit of Saul to Samuel, and in the account of 
his participation in the feast which follows the sacrifice, 
we have a glimpse of a nueal which seems to have been 
cottdDcted with piety and dignity. Doubtless most of 
th« sacrifices were followed by such a meal. It was to 
such a yearly sacrifice that Jonathan reported that David 
bad gone when Saul missed him from the royal table. 
There can be no question that this feast would follow 
ihc sacrifice at the high place of Bethlehem if there were 
only one. This is a legitimate inference from i Kings, 
iii. »: "The people sacrificed in the high places, because 
then was no house built for the name of Jehovah until 
those days," interpreted in the light of the present usage 
of the people. The passages which describe the worship 
of the bamoth in a general way, affirm that the people 
"sacrificed and burned incense on high places." ' 

In the discussion which follows, on high places in Syria, 
Palestine and the Sinaiiic Peninsula, I have drawn on my 
own observations throughout the countries named, sup- 
plemented by quotations from the works of Burckhardt, 
Conder, Ganneau, Tischetidorf, and Palmer, which will 
be found in Appendix E. 

My researches began in the autumn of 1898, during a 
tour in northern Syria, when I had the company of two 
missionaries of the American Presbyterian Board, Rev. 
F W. March and Rev. W. S. Nelson, D.D.. both of 
Tripoli, whom 1 have already named in other connec- 
■baa. My firsl- observation of a sacred grove was at a 
10;iKinBsxii.3-. "'"■ 4- 
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missionary station at Beina. On making inquiry regard- 
ing a grove that I saw on a neighboring height, I was 
told that it was sacred. The following is the record in 
my journal: "One of the most beautiful and characteris- 
tic places in the vicinity of Beinu is what must anciently 
have been a high place, known in Hebrew as batnak. On 
the top of it are oaks, called sacred trees. There is also 
a Greek church among the trees, without a roof." I 
afterwards visited the grove. I found that there was a 
cave in connection with it, which doubtless has a sacred 
character, although I did not think of investigating the 
subject at the time. Inside the ruin were various places 
where incense had been burned. I was told that on the 
7th of October, at the feast of Mar Sarkis, the people are 
in the habit of coming from all around to this high place 
and of bringing food for a feast. I was informed that 
they now celebrate a mass, as this is a Greek shrine, but 
twenty years ago they made their vows and brought 
bread or a sheep and gave to the poor. 

I need not say that when I first recognized this as a 
high place and a sacred grove, it had for me the charm 
of a new discovery. From this time on every energy 
was spent in securing information regarding this charac- 
teristic of northern Syria ; for while high places and sacred 
trees are to be found in almost every village and settle- 
ment from Syria to the Sinaitic Peninsula inclusive, not 
to speak of Asia Minor, Egypt, Abyssinia, and other 
countries, there is no part of the East where sacred 
groves and high places are so abundant and form such a 
conspicuous part of the landscape as in northern Syria. 
I saw more than fifty such in my journey from Beinu to 
Safita — a portion of the country which is rarely traversed 
by travelers. By interviewing peasants in the neighbor- 
hood of these high places, as well as congregations of 
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Protestant Christians, who had once been slaves of these 
superstitions, I was able to get a mass of testimony 
mostly coostfnticat, which to my mind sheds at least some 
light «>o Ibe history of Israelitish religion. 

The next shrine that I investigated was at Musulleb, 
a settlement of the Nnsairiyeh. Here we found a sacred 
grove around the tomb of Sheik Ahmed. The tomb was 
in the form of a large mound, about eight feet long, 
three feet wide at the base, but narrower at the lop, and 
about three feet high, covered with white plaster. It 
W4S in an inclosure about a rod square, and surrounded 
by a rude stone wall about three or four feet high, with 
«n entrance two feet wide on one side, with a long stone 
across the top, probably to exclude any one who might 
Uy to ride in. This was the general character of all these 
UMibft, which were open to the sky. In one place the stone 
hid across the entrance was carved In the shape of an 
JMBTBitu phallus. It was impossible to get an interview 
i^Mb ^ sheik of the village, who was reported, in the 
hUfilAftof some society ladies, as "not at home." We 
^MMlAMvfore compelled to question one of his servants. 
|^«M lum we gained the following information: "The 
^^<.rl tti« saint resides in the tomb. He would visit 
M.* i««.\'^*'>'JO of 'he grove, such as the cutting or 
■■ A the trees, vrith death." 
,./ this latter statement repeated over and over 
,i)v unnb is a green cloth. If any one is ill 
,iof the cloth and ties it around his 
. vicariously transferring the healing 
.■,-'a to himself. Those who are ill or 
ifie tomb and make their vow to the 
' :ii. m case of recovery, grain or sheep. 
.ivorablc issue, they make payment of 
^w ,»tMW*wfJ *'"■' "^^ '' ^^ ^ ""-'^' "* ^^^ tomb 
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of the saint. Any one who chooses may come and par- 
take. I found it was also a universal custom that a feast 
was always instituted after the payment of vows, although 
often more than one sheep or goat is slaughtered, and 
sometimes even bullocks. Guests are often invited Co 
partake of the meal which follows the sacrifice. 

Another shrine, which we vtsited the same morning, 
is especially good for the eyes. The saint is an oculist. 
A man who has trouble with his eyes takes a cock, cuts 
off its head, puts a drop of its blood in each eye, gives 
the cock to some poor person, and his eyes get well. 
Another place belongs to Moslems and Christians. There 
are other examples where high places are held sacred by 
Moslems and Christians, by Nusairiyeh and Christians, 
by Greeks and Maronites, or by all the leading sects, of 
which I shall give examples later. At a caravansary we 
sought to get information as to whether the spirit of St. 
John {Mar Yehanna), which I have mentioned in another 
connection, was in the stone, before which we found 
incense. We got different replies. One said the spirit 
of the saint must be in the ground. But we said, "When 
the saint was buried, did not his soul go to heaven; what 
is there here?" The answer was, "We do not know any- 
thing about heaven, so that the place where his body was 
is the place where you are to worship him." In regard 
to another shrine, a man said, "If you are ill, you must 
go and lay your hand on his tomb and make your vow." ' 



it of these shrines is substantially as I recorded 
11 about three years ago. Those which I have seen since are 
often in small rectangular buildingsi, with a dome, like the whited 
sepulchres of which Christ speaks (Matt, xxiii. 17). 

A description oi many of these shrines is to be found in 
other connectioDB in this book, as it is impossible to disassoci- 
ate them altogether from the discussion of local divinities, minis- 

Tbose who desire to see something oi what has been already 
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We are now prepared to make an induction from the 
passages cited in the Old Testament, from my own per- 
sonal observations and studies in northern Ssrria, from 
those things which came to my notice in Palestine and 
the Sinailic Peninsula, as well as from the statements of 
eminent travelers quoted in Appendix E. 

The sacred character of mountain tops is evident to 
aay one who travels widely in the parts named. On 
Mount Hermon, near the highest summit, are the remains 
of more than one temple, as well as of small bones and 
ashes which lie on a bed of gravel around the ruins on 
the east side for more than one hundred feet, and in 
some places, for a depth of more than a foot and a half.' 
On Mount Geriiim there are not only ruins indicating 
that from ancient times it was a place of worship, but 
the Samaritans annually celebrate their passover there.' 
Sacrifices arc also still offered, according to the testimony 
of travelers, on Mount Sinai and Mount Serbal.' It is 
doubtless true that from time immemorial these moun- 
tains, not to speak especially of Tabor, Carmel, and 
others, have been favored seats of worship. 

nude known oD this sub)ect by others will lind some valuable 
xcerpo in Appendix E. TTiere has been much m' 
n tbi* subject W travelers and scholars than in connection with 



excerpo in Appendix E. TTiere has been much more published 

on ihi* subjeei ty travelers and schc' ' ' ' * '"■" 

any other pari olmy investigation. 



' 1 know of no other way to account for the presence of tl 
deposit, which has the appearance of ashes, and is iniermiied 
with small bones. 

•Appendix F, 

■When Kuppel visited the top of Mount Serbal, in 1831, 
he found a circular inclosure of rough hewn stones, reached by 
rude steps of stone, placed again^i the shelving precipice lead- 
ing up la it. His guide removed bis sandals from his feet when 
he entered into the midst of it to pray, and afterwards told him 
that he hioisetf had twice offered a sheep as a thank -oSerin|;, 
the first lime after the birth of a son, antl the second after his 
own recovery from illness. (Cf. Lepsius. Letters from Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai. London, MDCCCLlll., 
p. 310. Note.) 
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Nor can there be any question that the bamoth of the 
Canaanites and the Hebrews were sometimes the same as 
the makamSy now observed from northern Syria through- 
out Palestine and in the Sinaitic Peninsula. We have 
seen that the bamak was not always a high place, that 
it often indicates a sanctuary, which may be in a city or 
valley, and which is evidently a building. In this respect 
the usage corresponds precisely to what we find to-day. 
The makam is the place of the saint. It is preferably 
on a hilltop, but may simply be a tomb of a saint in a 
rude inclosure under the open heavens, or the tomb may 
be in a little building, usually with a dome, called a 
kubbeh. Such a tomb may be in town or village, or even 
on low ground, like the makam of Abu Zenimeh, of the 
Sinaitic Peninsula, which is a frail hut by the shore of 
the Red Sea. 

There can be no doubt that the sacred groves and 
sacred trees are essentially of the same character as those 
mentioned in the Old Testament, and that they exist in 
much the same places as of old, wherever trees can 
grow; at least one is often found near a makam. There 
is such a tree at Tell el-Kadi over the grave of a weli. 
There is also a sacred grove not far away. The only 
tree I saw in a ride of nine hours between Beersheba 
and Gaza was a sacred tree. The trees themselves, as 
we have observed, are sometimes the objects of worship. 
Though the name of the Baalim has perished in connec- 
tion with these places, their cult is still observed. 




CHAPTER XII 

PRIESTS AND "HOLY MEN" 
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One of the surprises in the investigation of primitive 
Semitic religion to-day was to find that there is virtually 
a priesthood in existence at the shrines. They do not 
have the designation of priests; they are known rather 
as sheiks' of certain shrines, or as servants of certain 
saints. But their duties and emoluments correspond in 
some degree to those about which we read in the Old 
Testament. 

In i8g8 I heard that there was a priestly family con- 
nected with the shrine known as the "Mother of Pieces" 
{Umm Shakakif)* but coutd learn nothing further about 
it at that time. 

Three years later, after discovering the "Chair" 
(Kiirsi'), above the vailey of ez-Zebedani, I had the great 
joy of having my first interview with the servant of the 
shrine, which consists, as we have seen, of a monumental 
rock, over thirty feet high, underneath which is a little 
cave known as a well. Before making our visit. Rev. J. 
Stewart Crawford, whose summer home is in Bludan, had 
arranged to have the minister of the kursi ready to meet 
us on our arrival. 

After climbing the steep mountain-side above the 
Moslem village of Madaya, where the servant of the 
kursi resides, we found him and a companion reclining 
under one of the sacred oaks, the largest of the group 
which are near the weli. He and his friend at once 

' This is a common deaignalion. 

'Seepp. 44, 45. 
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joined us on a flat rock behind the kursi, from which, 
however, the view of the source of the Barada was unob- 
structed. I have seen Moslems frequently at prayer, 
once in a police court in Damascus; once on a housetop, 
where I was spending the night; once under a sacred 
terebinth at Gadara (Mukes). where fifteen men, includ- 
ing our mounted horseman, went through their prayers; 
often by the roadside; and once on the way to Engedi 
(Ain Jidi). I saw the sheik of our Bedouin escort stop 
by a grave, where many of the clan seemed to be buried. 
While standing he engaged in an act of prayer. Moslems 
always prostrate themselves when engaged in their devo- 
tions. Our surprise was, therefore, very great when 
the minister of the kursi and his companion, standing 
side by side, and turning their faces toward the source of 
the Barada, which was west by south, engaged in prayer. 
Not once did they bend the knee. When they had fin- 
ished the first petition they paused for a few moments, 
look a step forward, and resumed their prayer, then 
paused again, took another step forward, and then 
uttered the third and last petition. When we asked 
them afterwards why they did not look toward the south, 
toward Mecca, the Moslem Kibla,' they said, that, as 
their prayer was to the "God of the place," it was a 
matter of indifference which point of the compass they 
faced. It is needless to say that an interview which 
began in such a way was most instructive and most inspir- 
ing. Here was the priest, or "servant of the kursi," a 
shrine which they claimed was next in importance after 

'Cf, Muir, The Life of Mahomet. London, 1894, p. 117; "Jeru- 
alem had been long regarded by the prophet with the 
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Mecca, or rather on a par with it, consisting of a great 
monolithic rock, in which the common people believed 
that the ten companions of the Prophet MohammeiJ 
reside, with a cavern so small that five people could not 
sit upright in it. This servant lived in the village below 
as a good orthodox Moslem, but in the presence of this 
sacred stone, hallowed for millenniums, the ancient 
heathenism was too much for him, as it had been for the 
priestly family from which he was descended through 
many generations. 

The following day the minister of the "Mother of 
Pieces" came, at our invitation, from the village of 
Zcbedani, where he resides, to Mr. Crawford's house. 
We learned that in the spring there was an annua! festi- 
val, when the people of the villages in the vicinage 
marched in procession to the shrine following a banner 
borne by thirty or forty who were called his disciples. 

In the course of our travels we found many men whose 
business it is to care for the shrines, and to lead the wor- 
ship at them, but none so interesting as the servant of 
the kursi. 

Usually only one priestly family is connected with a 
shrine, though there may be a father and sons, as in the 
case of Hophni and Phineas.' Boys are sometimes dedi- 
cated to the service of a shrine, like the lad Samuel. 
But there are also cases of several priestly families living 
at one shrine, as at Nob.' Such are found at Nebi Daud, 
on the traditional Mount Zion, at the northwest corner 
of Jerusalem, outside the wall. There are said to be at 
least ten priestly families dwelling in the houses sur- 
rounding the court of the traditional tomb of David. 
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It seems to be the case that such a priesthood is 
hereditary. It is transmitted from father to son, or to 
some scion of the family, and so on throughout the 
generations.' 

They are supported, in part at least, by the sacrifices 
which are brought to the makam. The dues of these 
priests, who are commonly known as ministers, or care- 
takers, are much the same as among ancient Israel. 
Ordinarily they receive the hide of the animal offered 
and one of the quarters, sometimes other parts. For 
example, the servant of the "Chair" receives the hide or 
leg of the sacrifice, and whatever money is left in the lit- 
tle cavern, also the offerings of olive oil. The servant at 
Berza is presented with the hide, the right hind quarter, 
and the bowels; so the Moslem caretaker at Nebi Safa 
gets a quarter of the animal, and usually the hide. The 
dues of the priests in ancient Israel were not essentially 
different. According to the Deuteronomist, the one 
bringing a sacrifice was to "give unto the priest the 
shoulder, the two cheeks, and the maw."' According 
to the Priests' Code "the priest that offereth any man's 
burnt-oflering, even the priest shall have to himself the 
skin of the burnt-offering which he hath offered" ; ' "And 
the right thigh shall ye give unto the priest for an heave 
offering out of the sacrifices of your peace offerings. He 
among the sons of Aaron that offereth the blood of the 
peace offerings, and the fat, shall have the right thigh 
for a portion." ' 

The vows which are made by modern Semites yield an 
important part of the income of the minister of the 

r of 1901. 
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shrine. During the year, at a popular makam, many 
sheep and goats, and sometimes larger animals, are killed 
in payment of vows. Besides there are vows of grain, 
which are promised on condition of good harvests. 
These vows are collected by a servant of a shrine. Such 
collections are so customary that Rev. W. K. Eddy, of 
the American Presbyterian Mission, Sidon. has had the 
collector of vows come 10 his house, asking if there were 
any vows for the shrine. Large revenues come to the 
monastery of St. George in northern Syria from this 
source. The income is so great that the abbot is able to 
buy himself a bishopric- The servant of a shrine, if it 
occupies a building, keeps it in order. Sometimes such 
a building is quite alone by itself, as the shrine of Aaron 
on Mount Hor; or it maybe one of several buildings 
gathered around a court, like Nebi Daud, where there 
are homes for one or more priestly families, who live in 
great comfort. He may slay the victim, if for any reason 
the one bringing the sacrifice, does not choose to do so. 
Sometimes it is stipulated that the minister of the shrine 
is to slaughter it. "The special dakhtyek sacrifice is slain 
by the person bringing it, but if he is afraid, or his hand 
trembles, he can say to any proper person, 'I appoint 
thee my representative in offering this sacrifice; dost 
thou accept?" But when they appoint a representative 
they put their hand on the back of the animal slaughtered. 
The hand may be put on any part. The same ceremony 
is observed in the case of a woman, who may choose a 
representative, or may slaughter with her own hand if 
she prefers."' According to the same authority, any 
one may kill the sacrifice for vows. The minister of the 
"Chair" said; "If the sheik, that is, the minister of the 
shrine, is present, he kills the victim, otherwise any one 
' So the Derwiah Haiib of Der 'Atiyeh, summer of 1901. 
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who can read the first sura of the Koran. He uses the 
formula, 'This is from thee and for thee.' The dahhiyeh 
sacrifice is slaughtered by the one who brings it. If, 
however, it is brought by a woman, she puts her hand on 
that of the man who kills it." The butcher often kills 
it. So, according to the various codes, the one bringing 
a private victim usually slays it himself.' It is quite sig- 
nificant among the modern Semites, that while they do not 
lay their hands upon the head of the sacrifice, they do lay 
their hands upon it, if they ask some one else to kill it. 

In addition to the care that the minister takes of the 
shrine,' he is the repository of such legends as may exist 
with respect to the origin of the shrine, and the life of 
the saint whose name and deeds are celebrated. 

Besides the ministers there are "holy men." This 
term must be understood in the old Semitic sense of 
those set apart to the service of Deity. Thua we read 
of "holy men" who were Sodomites, and of "holy 
women," or priestesses, of Astarte, the Syrian Venus, 
who were temple prostitutes,' It is the Old Testament 

>Cf. Bissell. Biblical Antiquhies, Philadelphia, i838, p. 38S. 
Of course it is understood that the one slaying a sacrifice must be 
a Moslem, in order that it may be legal. Cf. Hedaya, Vol. IV., p. 
63. Or, at least, if slain by a Christian, it must be by the com- 
mand of a Moslem. P. 83. 

'The duties of the ancient Bedouin in the care of their 
shrines seem to have been essentially the same as lo-day. Cf. Ben- 
/inger, Hebraische Archaologie, Leipzig, i8g4, pp. 4og, 410: "In 
ausserordenllichinleressanler Weise wird das allesbestaligt durch 
die aufallenden Parallelen bei deu alten Arabern. Das Amt des 
Priesters Ist bei ihnen die Bewachung des Gotieshausea . . . . fOr 
Darbringung des Opfers auf einem einfachen Stein ist er ent- 
behrlich .... Das Amt ist in erblicbem Besitz gewisser Fam- 
ilien." 

'The Hebrew term for Sodomiits is kadesk, and lor temple 
prostitute kedeskah, from kdsk, to be set apart. Deut. KKiii. 17. 
(Rev. Ver,) Cf. Hos.iv. 14. According to what seems to be unim- 
peachable testimony, sodomy is extensively practised in certain 
cities of Syria, and according to Hugronje, as quoted by Zwemer 
(Arabia: The Cradle of Islam;, p, 41, in the sacred mosque of 
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vtiicli pns tkis ^va^a Scaitic term an etliical mean- 
ing. The vovd, as ^■f>ll»pw^ «itfa the God of Israel, has 
the stgnificatkn vfaidt k alvaj^ assigned to it io theo- 
logical aod derotiocal litaatare. The **hoiy man" of 
the modern Semites may be uything bot a moral man, 
as we shall see. 

There are said to be seven holy men in the world, so 
that all who resemble them are given the benefit of the 
doubt. So far as they are not imposters, they are men 
whom we would call insane, known among the Syrians as 
meimim, possessed by a Jinn, or spirit. They often go in 
filthy garments, or without clothing. Since they are 
r*g»rdetl as intoxicated by deity, the most dignified men, 
«ud of the highest standing among the Moslems, submit 
to utter indecent language at their bidding without 
rebuke, and ignorant Moslem women do not shrink from 
their approach, because in their superstitious belief they 
attribute to them, as men possessed by God, a divine 
authority which they dare not resist.' Such an attitude 

Mecca itsell. Likcvite, Ibe |>rie» of the shrine of All at KerbeU 
aaked an AnnenUn. now resident in New York, il be wanted a 
wifr during hii stay at the annual festival. These temporary 
wives are kepi veiled in the sacred ind-^ure. 

' In a certain family in Nebk the wife, a perfectlv respectable 
woman, apparently with the consent of her husbana, considers it 
wrvuig to refuse a "holy tDan." Her name is well known in ihe 
CMUmunity where she lives. Such cases are probablv rare, and 
ixcur aimmg the very supcrsiitiv^us. A Moslem said ihey should 
unt be blamed or struck W such approaches, and added (hat the 
"*»ly uuii" when he comes near a woman begins to shiver and 
(iftiiva. Another Moslem explained such repons by affirming 
1^1 Kunv "holy men" had been led astray by immoral women. 
V^liu a*)de the specilic testimony of Chnstians, even the admis- 
' 'US Jl Modems and the case cited seem to indicate that these 
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iolilen Bough, London, igoo. p. 147: 

M' that the highest bliss for themselves and their 

". dil:iihed by yielding themselves 10 the embraces 



kilti i^c k-iui And appetites of true humanity. 



lysteriously coexists 
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of compliance may be exceptional, but there are more 
than rumors of its existence. These "holy men" differ 
from the ordinary derwishes whom travelers so often see 
in Cairo,' and from the ordinary madmen who are kept 
in fetters, so that they may not do injury to themselves 
and others. But their appearance, and the expressions 
regarding them, afford some illustrations of the popular 
estimate of ancient seers, or prophets, in the time of 
Hosea: "The prophet is a fool, the man that hath the 
spirit ismad;"'and in the time of Jeremiah, the man 
who made himself a prophet was considered as good as 
a madman.' We are reminded, too, of one of the signs by 
which Saul was considered a prophet, when he stripped off 
his clothes, and lay down naked all that day and all that 
night, so that the people in view of these demonstrations, 
with which they were so familiar, said, "Is Saul also 
among the prophets?" ' 

The sinlessness of "holy men" is considered as of the 
same sort as that of little children; that is, like little 
children they are innocent, because they have had no 
experience of sin.' 

' See Lane, Manners and Customs of the Modem Egyptiana, 
London, 1886, pp. 4398., 46i£E., and Baedeker, Egypt, Leipsic, 
1898, pp. Ixxxvii-lxxKviii: "A considerable number of them [o{ 
the derwishes] are insane, in which case they are highly revered 
by the people, and are regarded as especially favoredoy God, who 
has taken their spirits to heaven, while he has left their earthly 
tabernacle behind. Essentially the same view is held in the Syr- 
ian desert: "They think the spirit of the 'holy man' is shut up 
in heaven." 

' Hos, ix. 7. C(. George Adam Smith, The Book of the Twelve 
Prophets, New York, 1896, p. 28 a. 

'Gen. xxix. 36. 

*i Sam. xlx. 31-14. 

'A simple Moslem was explaining to Suleiman of Nebk how 
a " holy man " is sinless. He said, "your child is pure and inno 
because she cannot distinguish between good and evil; the s 
is true of the 'holy man.' " 
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They are also believed to be possessed of prophetic 
power, so that they are able to foretell the future, and 
warn the people among whom they live of impending 
danger.' 

The "holy men" and the religious sheiks cast out evil 
spirits, which resemble closely those about whom we read 
in the time of our Lord. They esorcise evil spirits from 
those who are ill. They think such persons are possessed 
by the jinn, who seem to be the same as the demons in 
the time of Christ. The religious sheiks, who fulfil a 
different function from the holy men, and who are reli- 
gious teachers,' all exorcis«. The following account of 
a young woman possessed by an evil spirit, which was 
exorcised, was given to Suleiman, a Protestant teacher 
in Nebk, by his wife, who knows the girl: "The holy 
man commanded the spirit to come out of her. He 
replied, 'I will come out of her head.' 'But if you do." 
said the holy man, "you will break her head.' 'Then,' 
said the spirit, 'I will come out from her eye.' 'No,' 
said the holy man, 'you will destroy it.' At last he pro- 
posed to come out of her toe, and this was permitted."* 

'A "holy man" foretold a conflagralioD. Jounial ol 1901. 

'The religious sheika visit the Bedouin two or three days each 
year lo give ihctn religious instruction. 

' BaldeuBperger relates a gimilar case in Palestine, Quarterly 
Statement, London, 1893, pp. 214. 215: "On the 3tst of December, 
iSQi.a woman living next field to ours, in Jaffa was seized by a man 

wrapped in wliite She was struck dumb with terror, and ran 

into tlic house, but could show only by signs that something ex- 
traordinary had happened. Immediately a sheik (rom Sakaet Abu 
Darwish, near by, was (etched, who brought his sacred books^ 
ghost books — and to be^in with, administered a severe flogging to 
the patient. Then bummg incense all the time he began quotion- 



patient. Then burning 

"sheik.— Who art thou? 
Ghost.— (Out of the woman.) 
Sh.— How earnest Ihou hither 
Gh.— I was killed on the spot 
Sh,— Where art thou come frc 
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A boy had epileptic fits. The boy felt the spirit coining 

up through him. The sheik gave the boy such a heavy 
blow on the shoulder as to make a wound; through this 
wound the spirit came out of him.' 

In this connection we may speak of those who corre- 
spond somewhat to the ancient Nazirites, who are vowed 
to God by some doting mother, as Samuel by Hannah. 
The hair remains uncut until they arrive at a certain age, 
is weighed when cut, and money is paid in proportion to 
its weight. One thus consecrated becomes a derwish if 
a Moslem, and a monk if a Christian.' 

There are no "holy women, " or temple priestesses, 
among the Syrians, who prostitute themselves in the 
service of some shrine, as was customary among the 
ancient Israelites,' and among their heathen neighbors, 
as we see from the worship of Baal Peor, or from that of 
Afka, where, in the most romantic place in Lebanon, at 
the source of the ancient River Adonis, which leaps full- 
born from a cavern in a perpendicular rock, more than a 

Gh. — 1 am from Nablus. 

Sh.— When wast thou killed? 

Gh. — Twelve years ago. 

Sh. — Come forth from this woman. 

Gh.-I will not. 

Sh.^I have fire here and will bum thee. 

Gh.- Where shall Igoom? 

Sh.— From the little toe. 

Gh, — I would like to come out by the eye, by the nose, etc. 

After long disputing, the ghost, after a terrible shake of the 



' Journal X. 

' The late F 
Palestine, said: 
is regarded as: 
of nee. Then 



; the exhausted woman 1; 



;ev. John Zeller, for more than forty years resident in 
" Women sometimes vow to give a son to God. He 

I sort of Nad rite and his hair is notcut until be comes 
a great feast is made. Such a boy, if a Christian, 

monk, if a Moslem a derwish." Journal Vni.,BUin- 



'Deut. xxiii. >7; Hos. iv. 14. 
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thousand feet in height, was situated the temple of Venus, 
at which her priestesses practised licentious rites, until 
it was torn down, by the command of Conslantine. 
It is an interesting illustration of the permanence of the 
memory of such a site that a sacred fig-tree, which has 
grown out ot the ruins of this temple, is known by the 
natives as "Our Lady Venus." The designation "Our 
Lady, "is here combined with the heathen goddess. Other- 
wise it is used only in connection with the Virgin Mary.' 
Nor are there those in Syria who vow themselves 
once, as Herodotus says was the custom among Baby- 
lonian women in their service of Venus,' known as Istar. 
It is said that a Syrian woman vowed, in case the saint 
granted her request, she would serve as a prostitute three 
days. And a Syrian is authority for the statement that 
Egyptian women, in connection with the moUii service,' at 
a shrine in Tanta, follow the ancient custom of Babylonia. 

' Dr. William Van Dyck gave the following account: "AtAfka, 
a wild fig-tree, besides one or two terebinths, _grows out of the east 
wall ol tbe ruined temple, which is considered sacred, and is 
crc<Iiled by all the inhabitants, Maronites as well as Metawileb, 
with healing virtues. Il is called Sayyidat-as-Zakra ( Our Lady 
Venus, literally Lady Venus). TTie word sayyidek designates 
tbe Virgin." Journal X., summer of igoi. 

'Bcwk LCic: "Tbe most hateful custom among the Babylo- 
nians is the following: Every native woman must once in her life 
sit in the Temple of Aphrodite and give herself up to some stran- 
ger." The price of her prostitution is considered sacred to the 
goddess. Cf. Deui. xxiii. 18. Is there a bint here ot the terrible 
crime mentioned in Lev. xviii. 13? Such customs, doubtless dating 
from the time when the land vomited out its inhabitanis (Lev. 
xviii. 18, Rev. Ver.) are attested as existing in Baalbek by a mis- 
sionary who lias resided long In the vicinity. Cf. Doughty. Arabia 
Deserts. Cambridge, 1888, Vol. I., pp. 265, i66. 1 have heard of 
such a practice among a tribe of the Bedouin, from what seems to 
be a trustworthy source. TTiis may be a survival of ancient totem- 
ism. Cf. Barton. Semitic Origins, Religious and Social, New 
York, 1901, p. 37. 

'Hanna Khiiani of Hamatb visited Tania. Egypt, and saw 
the great annual festival of Seiyld Ahmed cl-Bedawi, "probably 
the most popular saint in Egypt," when there were " upwards of 
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Such sporadic rites, if they exist to-day, have come 
from the same sentiment as underlay human sacrifice — 
that the worshiper would devote his, or her, most pre- 
cious possession to God. This, rather than any desire for 
license, must be the explanation of religious vows and 
rites on which, in ancient as well as in modem times, the 
devotee must have looked with the deepest mortification 
and loathing. 

half a million persons" present, including singers, dancers, jug- 
glers and showmen of every kind. It is at this festival that " some 
of the honorable women vow the use of their bodies to the first one 
who happens to approach them," following precisely the custom 
described by Herodotus. 



CHAPTER XIII 

vows AND ANNUAL FESTIVALS 

According to the strict tenets of Islam, vows arc con- 
trary to its fatalistic philosophy.' But the natural reli- 
gion of the people finds expression in vows ; indeed, there 
could be no shrines if the ordinary people did not believe 
in saints and the efficacy of vows and prayers. Whether 
the saint is regarded simply as an intercessor, as among 
orthodox Moslems, or as having power in himself, the 
worshiper at the shrine believes that evils can be averted, 
and misfortunes changed into blessings. 

There can hardly be said to be any definite view as to 
the attitude of the saints with respect to men. It is the 
etiquette of the country not to approach any powerful 
person without a gift, and it is a belief, deeply ingrained, 
that no great favors are to be expected from any one for 
nothing. Besides, there is the feeling, as has already 
been remarked, that some of the saints are to be feared 
rather than loved, and there Is the dread of spirits 
that injure men. A vow may be given in advance like a 
retaining fee to a lawyer, or it may be a promise that if 
certain benefits are received the thing vowed will be 
given. Vows are of various sorts, and will be more par- 
ticularly considered in connection with sacrifice. 

There are vows having respect to the personal con- 

' Mishcat ul-Masabih; or, A Colleciion of the Most Authemic 
Traditions Regarding the Actions and Sayings of Mubamraed, 
Vol. 11., p. 155; "Do not make a vow with the dependence of its 
opposing [ate, because a vow does not do away fate and predesti- 
nation, but all it does is cxtractiog something from the wealth of 
the miser." -^ 



rom the wealth of 

d 
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the body; or, as a native physician suggests, the very 
exertion consequent on visiting a shrine may bring the 
body into a normal condition.' 

When the little ones fall ill the mothers have recourse 
to the saints. The following is an incident told by a 
Moslem woman with respect to her daughter, at the 
shrine of Nebi Safa, about two hours and a half from 
Rasheya. Her daughter had lost one son and another 
little boy of nine months lay gasping in her lap. She 
shrieked, "To whom shall 1 vow, mother?" Her mother 
replied, "They are all God's prophets, vow to whom you 
please." So she vowed to Mar Elias (St. Elijah) that 
if her boy got well she would take him to the church and 
have him baptized, though she was a Moslem. As soon 
as she had made the vow the child gave a long quivering 
sigh and recovered. She afterwards carried out her 
promise. Vows of this kind are quite common, and not 
a few Moslem boys thus receive Christian baptism. 

The formula of a vow, as given by the same woman, is: 
"O prophet of God! O Safa! leave me this boy and I will 
bring you a sacrifice. " The vow is addressed directly to 
the prophet. Another form is, "I need so and so, and if 
you will do so and so for me I will bring you a sacrifice." 

The forms of vows here are not different from those 
of the ancient Israelites. It was Hannah who vowed a 
vow and said, "O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look 
on the affliction of thy handmaid, and .... wilt give 
unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto 
the Lord all the days of his life." ' It was Jacob who 
"vowed avow," saying; "If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread 

' This is the view of Dr. A. A. Aniounyan of Aleppo, as ex* 
pressed to me in an iaterview at Brummana, Aug. i6, igoi. 
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"to eat and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my 
father's house in peace, then shall the Lord be my God 
.... and of all that thou shalt give unto me I will 
surely give the tenth unto thee."' So Absalom asked 
permission to go to Hebron to pay a vow: "For thy ser- 
vant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, say- 
ing: 'If the Lord shall indeed bring me to Jerusalem, 
then I will serve the Lord.' "' 

Vows are restricted to actual cases of need. If any 
member of a family falls ill, it is customary to offer a 
sacrifice. Mr. Hanauer of Jerusalem relates that a 
young woman belonging to a Moslem family living next 
door fell ill. A sheep was killed at the door, the flesh 
was cooked, and it was given to the poor. This is the 
most meritorious use which could be made of vows. 
There is an allusion to such a use of vows in feeding the 
poor in Ps. xxii, 1$, 16 : "I will fully pay my vows before 
them that fear him; the miserable shall eat and be satis- 
fied." This language is perfectly clear in the light of 
customs in the disposition of vows to-day; the miserably 
poor often eat of the sacrificial nneals, served in connec- 
tion with vows, and are satisfied. Doughty relates how 
dependent he was in the summer, in Arabia, on such 
sacrificial feasts to keep up his physical strength.' 

•Gen, xxviii, 10-33. 

'iSain. XV. 8. 

'Travels in Arabia Deserta, Cambridge, 1888, Vol. I., p. 442: 

"Sorry were the Aarab to mark my wasted pliglil Aa the 

sun's vast flaming eye rose each aay upon us ... . the remem- 
brance revives in our fainting breasts of our want, with the hollow 
thought, 'What shall be for this day's life?' And the summer I 

passed thus tasting Yet in this low state there was hardly a 

week when some nouseholder had not a sacrifice, whether .... 
for ihe birth of a son, for his recovery from sickness, or tor the 
health of bis camels. Then a man's f rtends assembled for the dis- 
tribution of boiled flesh; they look aiso for the thaif-Ullah [guest 
ol God, or stranger] and I went, lest any should forget me." 
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t is more difficult to determine how far the saints are 

xled as patrons of the land like the ancient Baalim. 

. indicates a custom in ancient Israel, where the 

nilturtst, believing that his piece of ground belonged 

I particular Baal, and that he could not expect a good 

%t without the favor of the Baal, was accustomed 

Kek it by a gift. This did not imply that he might 

i theoretically recognize Jehovah as the God of the 
Itintry. He did, for Hosea represents God as the legit- 
imate husband, and the various Baalim as paramours. 
The modern Syrian, whatever he may say of God's 
power, considers the saint as supreme in his own district. 

It is well known that anything placed in the saint's 
shrine is safe. 1 have seen plows and other agricultural 
implements piled up on the grave of a well, exposed to 
the sky ; and timbers leaning against the walls of a mezar 
in the land of the children of Ammon; and grain inside 
of a ruined church in the Druse Mountains, once sacred 
to St. George, now known as Khuddr. No thief would 
dare to touch any of these. No Arab, though he might 
seek to rob a threshing-floor in the immediate vicinity, 
would ever dream of invading the sacred precincts of the 
makara. He would expect the well to visit dire ven- 
geance upon him. It is for this reason that the boldest 
spirits do not ordinarily venture to molest sacred trees, 
because they are considered as the property of the saint. 
On his premises he has a power which the people would 
never think of assigning to God. 

Some of the saints are regarded as well nigh omni- 
present ; others have power, according to Conder, extend- 
ing fifteen or twenty miles.' It is true that some of the 

'Teat Work in Palestine, London, iSg;, p. 305: "This 
Mukam represents the real religion of the peasant, ft is sacred 
as the place where some saint is supposed once to have 'stood' 
(the name signifying •standing-place'), or else it is consecrated by 
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Fellahiu promise a certain proportion of grain to the 
well, with the understanding that he will give them good 
harvests. At the same time, It is a survival of that wor- 
ship described by Hosea in allegorical language, where it 
is said that Israel considered the Baalim the givers of her 
corn, her wine, her wool, and her flax,' although she was 
directly indebted to God for these things. So the Arab 
and the Fellahin to-day, whatever views they may pro- 
fess in regard to God, ask the saint to give them children, 
to heal their diseases, to redeem their lives from destruc- 
tion, and sometimes to give thera bountiful harvests.' 
They even present the first-fruits to the saint, or reserve 
certain trees or vines for him,' as we were treated at 
Nebi Safa to some of the fruit from the saint's mulberry- 
trees,' This resembles old Semitic usage, as we see 
from certain passages in the Old Testament.' The 

some other conneciioQ with hia hisiory. It is the central point 
from which the influence of the saint is supposed to radiate, 
extending in the case of a powerful sheik to a distance of per- 
haps twenty miles all around." 

'Ct. Hos.ii. 5,8, 12. 

' It is the testimony of Mr. Theophilus Waldmeier of Asfuri- 
yeb that "Syria is full of churches and convents dedicated to 
various saints. In the district to which a. given church belongs, 
the people ask the saint to grant a blessing on their land." Jour- 
nal IX., summer of 190a. 

• Hanna Demishky of Kerak, who was in Lydda (or thirty- 
seven years, has seen a woman bring the first-fruits of her vines 
to a saint. They were eaien by the people whu were present. 
Afterwards she was pennilled 10 enjoy the fruit. Journal VIII., 

*" We took lunch under one of the mulberry trees that Is said 
to belong 10 the Nebi. There are four trees of which he is the 
owner. When they brought us a large plaie of mulberries, they 
said that the fruit was from the Nebi." Journal XIII., summer 

'The minister of the kursi said: ■' Wlien a peasant is plant- 
ing he says, "I will give half a)Wirfrf(about two gallons) of wheat 
or barley to the saint if I have a good harvest.' When he fulfills 
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priests of the shrines and the monks of the monasteries 
go about to collect the cereal vows.' I know of two 
such cases. The minister of the shrine near Hamath, 
called Ztyti el-' Abadeyn, was collecting such tithes in vil- 
lages near Hamath, and it was said that he was likely 
to be gone several days; so, too, the minister of the 
shrine of Nebi Safa came, while we were waiting for 
him, with a large sack of grain which he had received in 
payment of a vow. 

The vows are either paid when the benefit has been 
received, or at the annual festivals. There are no shrines 
which are not the recipients of vows, but there are many 
which do not have an annual festival. Even such an 
important shrine as Nebi Daud at Jerusalem, has no 
yearly festival. There are others, like Nebi Musa, near 
the Dead Sea; Nebi Rubin, south of Jaffa; and Nebi Salah, 
in the Sinaitic Peninsula, which are sometimes attended 
by thousands of people. 

With respect to Nebi Musa, the festival occurs on the 
Friday before the Greek Good Friday, old style. The 
attendance is estimated at fifteen thousand, from all parts 
of the country. It lasts for seven days. The people 
bring their vows, which they have vowed during the 
preceding year, to offer them at the festival. Besides, 
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his vow he presents the grain to the poor. It is very common that 
two of the vines in a vineyard should be dedicated to Khuddr. 
When 3 man sold a field he said, ' 1 must clear my conscience. 
by telling you that there are two vines in it that heloi 
saint.'" Journal X., summer of I9OI. Cf. Ex. itxiii. 1 
9. 10- 

' In connection with such a great shrine as that of St. George in 
northern Syria Iheyhave agents appointed in every town by the 
monastery who are empowered lo receive the vows of the people. 
Such vows consist of flocks, of grain, etc. Thus the income of 
this shrine, which is the most popular in all Syria, is very large. 
Journal XII., summer of 1901, 
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the priestly family provides about twelve lambs a day, 
with rice, bread, and Arab batter.' 

At Nebi Rubin the people spend a month. From the 
lolh to the 2oth of September they flock together in 
greater numbers than at other times, and the poor save 
provisions for this festival throughout the year. The 
shrine is exclusively for Moslems, though during the past 
ten years, adherents of the Greek Church have attended 
the festival. They kill many sheep and goats in fulfil- 
ment of vows. To these feasts they invite the sheiks, 
the derwishes, and the poor people. The nights are 
spent in dancing, singing, and rejoicing; besides, there 
is a special dance, called zikr, in which from thirty to 
fifty people unite, including derwishes. They have a 
leader who tries to excite them.' During the day the 
Bedouin give exhibitions of horse racing. 

From Burckhardt and Tischendorf we may gather 
interesting pictures of the ceremonies and festivities 
attending the performance of vows at the shrine of Sheik 
Salah: "The coffin of the sheik is deposited in a small 
rude stone building; and is surrounded by a thin parti- 
tion of wood hung with green cloth, upon which several 
prayers are embroidered. On the walls are suspended silk 
tassels, handkerchiefs, ostrich eggs, camel halters, 
bridles, etc., the offerings of the Bedouin who visit this 
tomb .... [in] the most revered spot in the peninsula, 
next to the Mountain of Moses ; they make frequent vows 
to kill a sheep in honor of the sheik should a wished-for 
event take place; and if this happens, the votary repairs 
to the tomb with his family and friends, and there passes 



' Information communicated by one of the priests of the shrine. 
through Mr. C. Homsiein o( the Society for Promoting Cbrlsilan- 
ily Among the Jews. Journal VIII., summer of igoo, 

'Hanna Dcmisbky, ibid. 
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3 day of conviviality. Once i-n every year ail the tribes 
of the Towara repair hither in pilgrimage, and remain 
encamped in the valley round the tomb for three days. 
Many sheep are then killed, camel races are run, and the 
whole night is passed in dancing and singing. The men 
and women are dressed in their best attire. The festi- 
val, which is the greatest among these people, usually 
takes place in the latter part of June, when the Nile 
begins to rise in Egypt, and the plague subsides." ' 

Tischendorf s account of what he saw as a witness of 
the same festival may serve as an interesting conclusion: 

"Afterabrief hour there was a solemn procession around 
the tomb of the prophet. The women went in advance 

most modestly dressed The procession moved 

up the hill around the tomb, and finally entered it, where 
the women appeared to pray for some minutes. In con- 
nection with the procession youths led the sacrificial 
Iambs to the hill. A few hairs were cut from their fore- 
beads, and they were scratched until they bled. Then 
followed the slaughter of all these fifty or sixty lambs. 
.... They were hung up on the tents, their skins were 
removed, and with great knives, which served as short 
swords, they were cut into several pieces. 

"While the meal was being prepared on the fire there 

was a race between the dromedaries Next in 

order was the feast. All the meat was cooked 

All [the people] reclined in groups; in each case, from 
four to six were grouped in a small circle around the skin 
of the lamb. The meat was brought in great wooden 
bowls, and was put on each skin. Of this all partook, as 
well as of Arab bread and cold water." ' 

This account should have been followed by the descrip- 



K 



'Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, Loudon, iSzz, p. ^go. 
*Reise in den Orient, Leiptig, 1846, pp. 211, 313. 
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tion of a dance, which was prevented by a storm. It is 

described, however, by Schimper, who witnessed it.' 
The dance was participated in by men and women, and 
was accompanied by singing and clapping of hands. It 
was of a very graceful and solemn character, and I fancy 
was much like a dance I saw at a wedding feast in north- 
ern Syria, where men and women danced in a line, com- 
prising perhaps twenty people, whose hands were joined, 
five women being at the end of the line. Such a dance 
would be very different from that already mentioned at 
Nebi Rubin, in which the derwishes had a part, and of 
which there was a leader who sought to excite them. 
Such a dance I saw at Tell el-Sa(i, in which an archa;oto- 
gist joined. He tried to stimulate them by shots from 
his revolver. 

The features so graphically sketched are to be found 
at other shrines. Multitudes gather dressed in their 
best. There is one particular day, the great day of the 
feast, but the rest of the time is spent in races, dances,' 
and other amusements. 

Looking back from the modern Semites we find the 
same customs among the ancient Semites. At the Sinai 
of the time of Moses were the same observances as in the 
time of Tischendorf. It was nothing new, or different 
from present-day usages, when .\aron, after he had fin- 
ished the calf, and built an altar, "made proclamation 
and said. To-morrow shall be a feast to the Lord. And 
they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt- 
offerings, and brought peace offerings, and the people 
sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play." As 
Moses drew near he heard singing, and saw the dancing.' 
As an adjunct of legitimate worship, such dancing is not 

' Ebers, Durch Gosen Zum Sinai, Leipzig, 1873, pp. 346, 347, 

'Ex. xxxii. s, 6, 19. 
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open to criticism. At the aanual feast of the Lord at 
Shtloh the maideas of Shiloh were accustomed to engage 
in dances.' 

When, at Nebi Rubin and the other shrines, the man 
who brings the vows eats them with poor people, der- 
wishes and others, he is on the basis of old Deuteronomic 
usage, which has been observed at the shrines for thou- 
sands of years.' The feasts described in Amos were not 
radically different in form from those observed at many 
shrines, where the people, to quote the expression of a 
Syrian physician who had studied in America, "have 
a regular picnic." ' 

We have seen that at the annual festival animals are 
often provided which have no connection with the pay- 
ment of vows. They are the contribution of the congre- 
gation, or of the sheik in their behalf. 

If vows are not brought at the annual festival, they 
are taken to the shrines at other times. The villagers, 
or the immediate friends of the person who has made a 
vow, if it be of the herd or flock, are summoned to par- 
take of it, unless the man should give it to the poor. 

Vows are of various sorts. A man may vow his son 
or daughter to the saint. In that case the child Is not 
slain, as may once have been the case, but is redeemed. 
Of such cases there are various examples. Walpole 
mentions one. He says: "A poor girl had been given 
me; being rather at a loss how to dispose of such a 
present, I gave her to the maiar. This is a common 
custom among fathers; they dedicate before or after 
birth their children to particular saints; these, when of 
age, are made to labor for the benetil of the deceased. 



'Mg. 
'Deut. !tii. IJ 
'Cf. Amos V. 



19.2 



17, 18. 
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Giris thus vowed have a hard life of il, and it is a con- 
troverted question whether they may marry or not; but 
if they do, they must remain on the spot and labor." ' 

Such a vow may be a remnant of the kind whicb 
Jephthah used, when he "vowed a vow unto the Lord, 
and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver the children of 
Ammon into ray hand, then it shall be, that whatsoever 
Cometh forth of the doors of ray house to meet me, when 
I return in peace from the children of Ammon, it shall 
be the Lord's, and I will offer it up for a burnt-offering, " 
and found he had vowed his daughter. As the modem 
Semite insists on the literal fulfilment of his vow in 
every particular,' it seems altogether probable that when 
he "did with her according to his vow, which he had 
vowed," he offered her up as a burnt-offering.' 

It is said to be customary among Christians, where 
there is only one child in the family, to make a vow to 
slay a goat or sheep at the annual festival. The origin 
of the custom is supposed to be that they vow the child 
to the saint; thus every year they offer an animal to the 
saint, as long as the child lives. 

I The Ansayrii. London, 1851, Vol. III., p. 377. 

'Ahmed Ghaialch, a peasant of Nebk, said: "One must always 
follow the wording of a vow. For example, his uncle coming from 
Tripoli with a load of rice got into irouble at the ford, and vowed 
a rotl of rice 10 a holy man who was in his house at the time. The 
mule came out of the ford salely, but his uncle did noi mention it 
to the holy man. God, however, revealed il to him, and he took 
the uncle to task, and required him to pay his vow," Journal XI, 

A woman agreed to make her husbana divorce her in order to 
marry a man who was in love with her. She made her lover swear 
by Saint Abbas that lie would marry her when she was divorced. 
Later, when she had carried out her portion of the agreement, he 
declined to fulfil his. So she went to the ihriric, shook the pall 
over the tomb of the saint, and appealed to him to make the man 
fulfil his promise. The man fell HI at once, and was brought to 
the shrine, where the marriage ceremony was concluded. Journal 



i- 30. 31.34-36- 
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A woman, as we have seen in the previous chapter, may 
vow her own body. Such a vow, according to Moslem 
law, is void,' but the practice survives in spite of the 
prohibition. 

While the life of animals is most commonly vowed, I 
must reserve the discussion of the significance of this 
until I come to treat of sacrifice. Vows are often made 
of oil, of bread to prisoners, or to the unfortunate, or of 
money. Even dances are vowed at certain shrines. 
There is probably no festival without dancing. These 
are simply the joyful accessories of a sacred feast, and 
the people do not regard the exercise of the terpsichorean 
art as in any sense a sacred rite. But there are well- 
altestcd, exceptional cases where it is so regarded, and 
where the sheika leads the dance in honor of the saint, 
as Miriam led the dances in honor of Jehovah in the days 
of old. Long investigation developed the fact that 
dancing before the saint may be as truly a religious rite 
as when "David danced before the Lord with all his 
might."' 

From all our consideration of vows, it is clear that 
they are designed to dispose the saint favorably to the 
suppliant, so that he may receive the petition that he 
seeks. 

' Cf. Hedaya, Vol. I., p. 502: " II a man bind himself by a vow. 
to ibe commission of a sin .... it I9 incumbent on htm to violate 
his vow and perform an expiation." 



CHAPTER XIV 

THE INSTITUTION OF SACRIFICE 

While the institution of sacrifice exists as a part of 
the ritual of Islam,' and in connection with the pilgrim- 
age to Mecca,' it is evident that the custom of sacrificing 
at shrines and in other places has not been derived from 
the Moslem ritual, but that it has existed as usage 
through the raiilenniums. Indeed sacrifice, as practised 
among the Moslems, and at the shrines, may be traced 
back to the ancient Semites. The custom of offering 
sacrifices on the tenth day of the pilgrim month was 
directly derived from the "times of ignorance." ' "The 
idolatrous Arabs had been in Che habit of making an 
annual pilgrimage Co Mecca The offering of ani- 
mals in sacrifice formed a part of the concluding cere- 
mony of that pilgrimage. That portion, the sacrifice of 
animals, Muhammad adopted from the pagan Arabs in 
the feast which now, at Madina, he substituted for the 
Jewish fast,"* The sacrifices at Che shrines represent 

' Cf. Hamilloo. The Hedaya, or Guide; a CommeQlary an the 
Mussulman Laws, Loodon, 1791, Vol. IV., p. 76: " It is the duty of 
every free Mussulman arrived at the age ot maturiiy to offer sac- 
rifice on the Eed Kirban, or festival of the sacrifice." This is on 
the tenih of the month of the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

'Cf. Sale, The Koran, London, 1731], p. iio: "The tenth ot 
Dhu' l-haija. the pilgrims Bla)f their victims in the said valley of 
Mina, of which they and their friends eat part, and the rest is 
given to the poor," 

'See Sell, The Faith of Islam, London, 1896, p. 321. 

•This is evident from the customs ot the ancient Arabs, as indi- 
cated in the Koran [VI. 135). See Palmer's note. The Quran, Part 
1., p. 132; "The pagan Arabs used 10 set apart certain of the 
produce ol their fields to Allah the chief God, and other portions 
170 
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a usage inconsistent with the principles of Islam, and 
with the latest form of the Israelitish ritual. ' but present 
striking points of contact with the worship of the Baalim, 
as practised among the ancient Semites.' 

There is no place, so far as I can learn, where any 
portion of the sacrifice comes upon the altar. Indeed 
there is no altar unless the threshold or the stone used 
by Arabs in the immolation of victims be regarded as 
such. The part of the animal which is left, after the 
minister or the saint has received his due, is used for a 
feast. If this is the oldest mode of sacrifice, as the critics 
claim,' it is of interest to remember, that aside from the 
celebration of the Samaritan Passover,* on Mount Geri- 
lim, it is the only form which has been retained by the 
modern Semites. 

Such sacrifices, aside from those ordained in the 
Moslem ritual, are made by the mass of the people to 
the well, either at his shrine, or at the home of the one 
offering them.' An orthodox Moslem may give a differ- 
to tnbor deiiiea of their pantheon This custom survives 

to a certain exteot In the desert to the preseot day." 

'As seen \a the priestly portions of the Pentateuch. 

•Ho».ii.5-S, ii-i3(R. v.). 

•See W. Robertaon Smith, Ency. Brit., ninth ed..Vol. XXI. 
p. '33- 

'Appendix F. 

'According to the servant of the kursi, a man may slay his 
oSering in the village where he resides, especially if it is far 
away. In case of necessity he may even sell it and bring the 
moaev received to be expended for the shrine (cf. Deul.xiv, 24-26). 
But tne ministers of some shrines are inchned to frown upon 
the custom of preparing the sacrificial meal away from the shnne. 
Thus the sheik at Berza said that a man who brought a meal 
already prepared found, to his great mortification, that the meat 
was sour when he came to set it oefore his guests. If the minister 
does not live at the shrine, and it is difficult of access, like that of 
Mount Hor, or the kursi on Mount Zebedani, it is quite common 
to stay and eat the victims at the home of the one presenting the 
sacrifice. 
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ent account of them, but the views of the people who offer 
them must be determinative. It is certain that they seek 
help of the weli, and that their vows are made directly 
to him, and are paid to him. 

While the ordinary word for sacrifice and slaughtering 
is the same, as in Hebrew,' there is never any doubt in 
the mind of the modern Semite that what he has killed 
has a sacrificial character. There are abundant facts 
from which to make an induction. I never found any 
question as to the use intended in the offerings made at 
the shrines. 

We must remember that the great majority of sacri- 
fices are made in payment of vows furnished to some sainL 
As soon as the animal is killed, it ceases to belong to the 
one who offered it, and becomes the property of the weli. 
This fact is sometimes clearly recognized in the sacri- 
ficial feast, when the man who brings the offering says, 
in inviting the people to the meal following the sacri- 
fice; "This feast does not belong to us, it belongs to the 
saint This feast is given at his expense." ' 

The ritual observed among Mohammedan Semites in 
slaying the animal has been modified to some extent. 
The victim, if a sheep or a goat, is thrown down upon its 

' The word dkabh (Egyptian pronunciation ia*A, Heb. sahaA), 
signifies the act of slaughtering, sacrificing. Ii is an interesting 
fact that madkbak may be rendered either altar or slaughter-house. 
The other Arabic terms for sacrifice may be found in Hughes' 
Dictionary of Islam, London, lSg6, pp. 55in. 

'Journal XII.. summer of 1901 : " If they fulfil all the regula- 
tions exactly in respect to slaughtering and eating, the saint is 
well pleased with them. The most important thing is the expres- 
sion of joy in the nreaence of the saint (Deut. xii. 12). The saint 
is present, but he does not eat with them. He is the host, they are 
all his guests. The men who present the sacrifice say. 'This is 
not ours, come and eat,' " There were several times when the 
ministers of shrines spoke of the sacrificial meal as being at 
the expense of the saint ("on his purse," kis). 
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left side, and its throat is cut, as has been customary, 
doubtless, from time immemorial. But in accordance 
with the usage of Islam, the butcher or the one killing 
the animal, says: "In the name of God, God is great," ' 
and the minister of the shrine, known as the religious 
sheik, sometimes reads the first sura of the Koran.' 
After the minister has received his quarter, the rest of 
the animal is boiled, and may be served as in any other 
feast, with boiled rice, or wheat, or with loaves of Arab 
bread. Such seems to have been the mode of preparing 
the sacrifice in the time of Eli, -when the priest, Hophni, 
or Phineas, sent around his servant to demand his por- 
tion before the fat was burned, and failing in this, 
plunged his fork into the pot to take what belonged to 
his master. ' 

I do not know that the modern priest of the shrine 
makes so strong a demand; he sometimes yields that 
which belongs to him. When there are many guests, 
and the one who offers the sacrifice fears there is not 
enough flesh to provide for all, he may ask the minister 
to give up his share. Such a request is sometimes 
granted.' 

In some localities only males are used. This is true 

*"Bismiiiah! Atlahu akbar." Burton, Personal Narrative of 
a Pilgrimage to Al-Madinah and Mecca, London, i8q3, Vol. II., p. 
JI7, aiao frequent notices in my Journals. 

'This is customary in the payment o[ vows, according to ihe 
testimony of many natives. In offering the annual dahhiyeh sac- 
rilice, whether on the pilBrimage to Mecca or at home, it is usual 
10 deliver a stereoiypeo sermon before the sacrifice. See Sell, 
The Faith of Islam, London, 1896, pp. 3238. 

•i Sam. ii. I3-I6, 

•We were told by the minister of Nebi Safa {Journal XIII, 
igoi): "If their three-quarters are not enough for the company 
[after the priest has had his quarter] they make the priest give up 
nia quarter or pay him for it. ' 
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among the Nusairiyeh ' and Ismaiiiyeh,' who consider 
females unfit for food or for sacrifice. It is possible that 
the rejection of females is due to the very low view which, 
as we have seen, the Nusairiyeh have of women, who 
they say were "created from the sins of satans.* Be 
this as it may, they use only males in sacrifice. These 
must be at least six months old, but are usually older.' 
Camels are also rejected by these Shiite sects, although 
specified by the prophet as fit for sacrifice.' 

The offerings are in general to be without blemish, 
and in this respect, the regulation may have been influ- 
enced by Islam, or that of Islam may have been derived 
from ancient Semitic usage. They may be of the herd 
or of the flock, or even of fowls. A cock may be offered 
if the one paying his vow is too poor to bring a more 
expensive offering.' A bullock or camel is considered a 
sufficient offering for seven persons. This, too, is accord- 
ing to the ritual of Islam.' 

' Journal XL, pp. 57-58 (June 20, igoi): " They are exceed- 
ingly particular never to eat the flesh o( the female, though they 
drink the milk. It is customary for the butchers to aSora ocular 
demonstration that the carcass is that of a male. The aunt of our 
informant, when a bullock was killed, called one of ihe Nusairiyeh 
to see that il was a male, so that he need not afterwards scruple 
to eat it." 

'Ibid., p. 46; "The sacrifice must be a perteci male of the 
flock, at least a year old. They sacrifice it to the well. 

'■'They do not teach women prayer, because they believe they 
were created from the sins of the satans, sii that it is known from 
their belief that ihe souls of women are to perish like animals." 
Nofel Effendj Nofel, History of Religion (Arabic). 

•Journal XI,; " Sacrifices should be perfect. A female mar be 
used if not with young. A sheep must be more than a year old, a 
goat or bullock more than two years old." 

'The Koran, xxii. 35. 

•Journal XII.: "St. Rih once revealed to his minister in a 
vision, that when the suppliant could not bring a complete sacri- 
fice he would accept a perfect cock, a perfect rotloi bread (J Ibt. 
10 01,), and a perfect ^iiw^r^ (tour cents). 

'Hedaya, Vol. IV., p. 7?. 
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There is a great difference, as has been intimated, 
between the orthodox sacrifices of the Moslems and 
those offered by the people at the various shrines. 

The sacrifices offered by orthodox Moslems are in 
connection with the pilgrimage to Mecca, on the tenth 
of the pilgrim month, about three miies from the sacred 
city, at Muoa.' These sacrifices are called dakhiyeh} 
The meaning of the term is not clear. It comes from a root 
which signifies "early in the morning," so it is supposed 
to indicate those sacrifices which are offered about ten 
o'clock in the morning. These sacrifices are in com- 
memoration of the sacrifice of Ishmael.'by Abraham his 
father. They are not used at all for feasting by those 
who are most pious, but are buried, or are appropriated 
by Bedouin.' 

Besides the dahhiyeh at Muna, the faithful all over the 
Moslem world are required to offer sacrifices in com- 
memoration of Abraham's sacrifice on the tenth of the 
pilgrim month. Hence the strange scene may be wit- 
nessed of sheep and goals slaughtered in the streets of 
Damascus, on this day; though otherwise it is contrary 
to law to slay animals oatside the slaughter-houses.' 

'Sell, The Faith of Islam, p. ztfl. 



op. cit., Uxhiyak, Sell, op, cit., Idu'z-Zuka, "the teasi ofsacrihce. 

'This is the Arab lomi of the traditioo. 

•Journal VI II.: "Ahmed Hindi o( Damascus, who had been on 
a pilgrimage three limes, said, " They do not eat the sheep, but 
put it in a Sole in the ground.'" Cf. Burton, op. cit., p. 218. " It is 
considered a meritorious act to give away the victim without eat- 
ing any portion of Ihe flesh. Parties of Takruri might be seen 
sitting vulture-like, contemplating the gbcep and goats, and no 
sooner was the signal given than ihey fell upon the bodies and 
cut them up without removing them." Cf. Burckhardi, Travels 
in Arabia, London, 1829, p. 276. 

'Mrs. John Crawford of Damascus saw thousands of sheep 
and goats on the tenth of the pilgrim mouth, waiting in the streets 
of Damascus to have their throats cut. 
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They are also put to death in cemeteries and in the 

courts of private houses. 

Through the influence of ancient Semitic custom this 
great sacrifice has come to be diverted from its original 
use. It is employed for the dead, though the people 
make the distinction between the ordinary sacrifice for 
the dead and the dahhiyeh by saying that the blood of the 
latter is holy and that it is of use on the judgment day. 

There are other sacrifices which are oSered by Mos- 
lems on their pilgrimage, because of their shortcomings 
in the rites required, either through inability or indispo- 
sition to endure the hardships which are imposed on 
pilgrims.' 

The traditional sacrifices ofiFered at the shrines, by 
the various sects of Islam, as well as by Christians, are 
entirely distinct from the sacrifices just described, and 
have evidently been transmitted from ancient limes. 

The spirit of all sacrifices made at the shrines, as has 
been observed, is contrary to Islam. Through them 
worship is rendered to the saints, to whom divine powers 
are assigned. As in ancient Israel, there is syncretism. 
Just as the Israelite claimed that Jehovah was his 
national God, while he engaged in Baal worship, so 
there are many Moslems who confess no God but God, 
and Mohammed as the prophet of God, who yet recog- 
nize the saints as their real deities; not only Bedouin, 
Arabs, and Fellahin, who are simply Moslems by profes- 
sion, but also multitudes wKb sincerely confess the Mos' 
lem faith. Shrines are found everywhere, as we have 
seen. They exist because the people make vows to the 
saints, and in payment of these vows, sacrifices are being 

'Cf. Burton, op. cit., Vol. 11., p. 140. He adds in a note, " The 
victim is sacrificed as a confession thai the offender deems him- 
seK worthy of death. "' 
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continually offered in addition to those made at the 
annual festivals, or in connection with the annual dahhiyek 

sacrifice. 

Besides the vows there are various kinds of sacrifices 
which are not included in the Moslem ritual. 

There is "the sacrifice between the feet." This is 
made in behalf of a pilgrim on his return from Jerusalem 
or from Mecca, or in behalf of some one who has been 
long away from home, as a soldier, or a prisoner. The 
ceremony consists in a sheep or goat being slaughtered 
for the one who returns. Just before he enters the door 
of the house he stands with his legs spread out so that 
there is room for the victim to be placed between them. 
It is then thrown on its left side, with its head toward 
the south, or Mecca, if he is a Moslem, and toward the 
east, or Jerusalem, if he is a Christian. Its throat is 
then cut, sometimes just before the threshold, sometimes 
upon it.' Some of the blood is placed upon his fore- 
head, if he is a Christian in the sign of a cross. He then 
steps over the victim and the blood into the house, 
though it is not considered good usage to step over the 
blood among strict Moslems. If he is a Christian, he 
then takes the bundle of clothes which he is to wear to 
the church. These are blessed by the priest. After he 
returns home he puts them on. Sometimes the priest 
comes to the house and blesses them. 

There are also sacrifices for houses, which we shall 
discuss in another chapter. 5 

Sacrifices are quite commoaty offered for children, 
especially if there is fear that a son may not live. In 
Nebk one victim is brought for a girl and two for a boy; 
in other parts of the country, and perhaps usually, no 
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teacher of the Torah and a friend of Abraham, alarmed 
that, "Only the Arabs offer sacrifice for the dead." 
This does not seem to be correct, as it is spoken of as a 
universal custom. Another testifies: "The relatives of 
the dead man make some one executor who is to see to 
the sacrifice. He must not partake of it, but it must be 
given to the poor." The particular lime of such sacri- 
fices undoubtedly varies. Among a tribe of Arabs in 
northern Syria they sacrifice three days after the death 
a goat or sheep, which must be a perfect animal and may 
be male or female. They are ashamed not to sacrifice 
for the dead. 

Of such sacrifices among the Arabs Doughty gives 
interesting examples: "There is a sacrifice for the dead, 
which I have seen continued to the third generation. I 
have seen a sheik come with devout remembrance, to 
slaughter his sacrifice and to pray at the heap where his 
father or his father's father lies buried, and 1 have seen 
such to kiss his hand in passing any time by the place 
where the sire is sleeping, and breathe out, with almost 
womanly tenderness, words of blessing and prayer." ' 

Whether there are sacrifices to the dead as well 2.% for 
the dead is a question which cannot be easily determined, 
if an immediate ancestor is intended. The sacrifices 
offered to the saints are, of course, really made to those 
who were once mortals. It is true of the Nusairiyeh that 
they "sacrifice not to God, but to the weli. They pray 
to the weli who did good deeds, and when he died was 
saved without any punishment." 

According to Doughty, some of the Arabs among 
whom he traveled sacrificed to the angels. They cooked 
part of the flesh, which they distributed among their 
friends, and part of it they hung upon the branches of 

' Travels in Arabia Deserta. Vol. I., pp. 140. 241. 
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sacred trees, which are the places where angets are 
thought to reveal themselves.' 

It will be seen from the foregoing that no part of the 
animal is consumed upon the altar; but rather it is eaten 
by the one offering and his friends, or is given to the 
poor, or is buried. But I shall reser\'e the discussion of 
that in which the sacrifice really consists until a later 
chapter. 

' Id., p. 449. 




In the investigation regarding the primitive religion 
of the Semites, the facts with respect to the use of blood 
among modern Semites have proved to be the most sur- 
prising of all. 

On my way from Beirut to Jerusalem in the summer 
of 1900, I fell in with a young Englishwoman, who, 
moved by love of adventure, had acquired a use of col- 
loquial Arabic, and had made a journey in the Druse 
Mountains. 

In reply to my inquiries as to the most remarkable 
thing she had seen in connection with the customs of the 
people, she mentioned that she had been present at a 
festival, celebrated at a shrine, and had seen the blood 
of the victim put on the door-posts and lintel of the 
makam. 

On reaching Jerusalem I sought information in regard 
to this custom from missionaries who had been longest 
in the country. One of them, Rev. J. E. Hanauer, of the 
London Society for Promoting Christianity Among the 
Jews,' had heard rumors of such a usage, though he 
had never seen it. Later its existence was questioned 

' In Jafia, where Mr. Hanauerwas a missionary for many yeara, 
he was told by one of ihe Baldensperger brothers that the people 
are accusiomed to sprinkle blood on ihe linlel and door-posts of 
iheir houses. 

Hanna Demishky, now of Kerak, in the employ of the Church 
Missionary Society, who was slalioned in Lydda for ibiny-seven 
jears, has seen Moslems in villages near Jerusalem kill sheep and 
sprinkle their blood on the lintels and door-posts of their houses in 
connection with the great pilgrim festival (td dahhiyeh). 
181 
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with skeptical sarcasm by a famous authority on the 
geography of the country, and was denied by learned 
Moslem friends of Percy D'Erf Wheeler, M.D., as having 
any connection with Moslem makams. It became per- 
fectly clear that it Is never safe to decide a /riVr/' what 
any custom must be, because we know what it should be. 
The scientific method of investigation always asks; 
"What are the facts?" The facts with respect to the use 
of blood are more numerous than in regard to any other 
religious usage among the modern Semites. As far as 
possible, I shall give some account of the way in which 
they came into view. 

A few days later, on the way from Beersheba' to 
Gadis,' I came to Ruheibeh, thought by Professor Palmer 
and others to be the same place as ancient Rehoboth,' 
There we were made most welcome at the tent of one of 
the Arabs. Soon a company of about fifteen men were 
gathered in a circle around the young man of the family, 
who was to prepare refreshment for us. Yielding to our 
encouragement, three women, one with flashing black 
eyes which could not be concealed by the veil made of 
coins hanging down over her cheeks, joined themselves 
to our company. 

Meanwhile the young man who had roasted the coffee 
over the fire, began with a rhythmic measure to beat 
it fine in a mortar. When it was ready he brewed it 

' The Arabs evidently connect Bir es-Seba with the thought of 
seven wells. On my first visit to this place, in the summer of iSgo, 
June 1 1, Ihey were opening a fourth well; on the second visit, June 
21, 1900, there were five wells, and the Arabs pointed out the sites 
of two others. Cf. p. 36; for details, see Appendix C. 

" C(. p. 34. When we asked the Arabs of the South Country for 
Ain Kaais, not one ot them understood us. Various travelers 
have identified Gadiswith Kadesh Baniea. See Trumbull, Kadesb 
Barnea, New York, 1884. Cf. Willlanis, The Holy Ciiy. Vol. 1., pp. 
466, 467: Palmer, op. cil. 

'Cf. Palmer, Op. cit., p. 236, and Passim. 
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with care, then cleaned the cups, and filling one, 
poured it into the middle of the fire, a libation to Sheik 
Shadli.' 

After the coffee was served in the minute cups of the 
country, and he had struck with his whip at the belle of 
the harem, as she had become immodest in speech, be 
began to sharpen his crescent-shaped knife. A young 
goat was then brought near the camp, was thrown on its 
left side with its head toward Mecca, and its throat was 
cut. One of the women rushed to the victim before 
the blood had ceased gurgling, and caught the crimson 
flow in a tannur.' When I asked her what the blood 
was for, she replied, "For a blessing." One of our 
muleteers dipped his finger into the blood and put it 
on one of the tent cords. A little later the Arabs 
called my attention to a light-colored camel, on whose 
neck they had made a stripe of blood, about two and 
a half feet long and about three inches wide. Here, 
then, was an interesting example of an ancient custom 
among the Arabs, in a country once frequented by the 
patriarchs. 

On the next journey, which was to Pctra," further 
examples were observed. In addition, the following 
valuable accounts were given by Mr. Henry C. Harding, 
of the Church Missionary Society, then of Kerak, on the 
east side of the Dead Sea, now of Gaza; "There is an 
interesting relic of pagan times at Kerak. When the 

'This curious legend about Shekh Shadli, or Shaili, as the 
originator of coffee, is heard from one end of the country lo the 
other, as at Kerak, Ncbk, and Hamath. At the last place mentioned 
we heard that when a pilgrim returns, the coffee-maker 
and pours the wbole pot between his feet as a libation. 

' A lannUr is a convex and concave piece 
surface o[ which the thin Arab loaves are baked by the n 
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torn which undoubtedly has the same significance as the 
use of blood. On reaching Jafar' 1 visited the tomb of 
the sheik. There was Arab butter («<««), colored with 
henna,' daubed over the lintel and on the door-posts. 
When I asked the minister of the shrine what it was for, 
he said: "It is for a blessing," thus using the same 
expression that the woman at Ruheibeh employed in 
respect to the blood. I think that, as wine is used as a 
sacramental symbol for blood, so this mixture is espe- 
cially accepuble to Moslems in this part of the country 
as a substitute for blood. 

Between Et-Tafileh ' and Shobek we visited the 
wcli of Hamed el-Hudefi. There was no minister 
in attendance, but many beams for buildings were 
piled up by the side of the mezar. Being thus under 
the protection of the well, there was no fear of their 
being stolen. While henna and senin had been daubed 
over the lintel, leaving the imprint of hands, it seemed 
as if a sheep or goat had been killed on the 6at roof, 
so that the blood would run down on the lintel. I 
scraped off the substance and submitted it to a surgeon 
in Jerusalem, who declined to analyze it for the reason 
stated.* 

It was my good fortune to inspect the tomb of Aaron, 
on the top of Mount Hdr. On account of the fanaticism 
and greed of the Arabs at Petra, such a visit is not easily 

' According to Mr. Harding, his tomb is honored not only by 
Moslems but also by Christians. It is supposed Ihat among many 
of the iame name this is jafar-ibn-Abu Talib. the brother of AH 
who was soa-[n-law of the Prophet. 

'Semn is Arab butter, henna is somewhat lighter in color 
than blood, and the mixture is thicker. 

•Et-Talileh is the ancient Tophe! (Dent. i. i). 

'Because, as we have seen, Moslems aasured Dr. Wheeler (hat 
luch a use of blood was impossible. 
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accomplished.' Inside the shrine I saw the prints of 
many hands in semn and henna. 

My next journey was to Palmyra. While I did not 
make any new observations of blood-sprinkling, I 
received some fresh illustrations through interviews and 
books. Mr. Richards, the British consul in Damascus, 
who had spent more than twenty years in Oriental coun- 
tries, including three years at Jiddah, the seaport of 
Mecca, said that on entering a certain Moslem village 
an address of welcome was given by the representative 
of the village, and at a given signal a sheep was brought 
forward in front of his horse and its throat was cut.' 

My last tour for the summer of 1900 was to the Druse 
Mountains. This Is a section of country not easily pene- 
trated by travelers, described by Rev. J. L. Porter, in 
his Giant Cities of Bashan, in terms which seem to be 
grossly exaggerated. Dr. Merrill has given a sober 
account.' We were received with such hospitality as 
to be at times almost burdensome, and had a good oppor- 
tunity to observe the life of the people, as we were wel- 
comed at their places of public entertainment in a way 
that often warmed the heart.' 

At the shrines we found various examples of the use 

' It was visited by Palmer, op. cit., pp. 364-366, also by several 
recent travelers. 

'This seems to he a common custom. Layard speaks of il as 
occurring among the Vezidis: " Before we reached Goielder, the 
procession had swollen to many hundreds. The men had assem- 
bled at some distance from the village, the women and children 
dressed in their holiday attire, and carrying boughs of trees, con- 
gregated on the housetops. As I approached, sheep were brought 
mto the road and slain before mv horses' feel, and . . . .the women 
and men joined in the loud ana piercing ' tahel,' " Discoveries in 
the Ruins of Nineveh and Babylon. London, 1853, p. 4i- Cf. 
Trumbull, The Threshold Covenant, New York, l8qt>. pp, 189, 190. 

•East of the Jordan. New York, 1881. 

•Every village in the Druse Mountains has a place of enter- 
tainment for strangers, called a meday/eh. 
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of blood. At Smed is the Weli of St. George, an old 

Greek church with three Greek inscriptions on it. The 
people take the blood of the sacrifices and put it over 
the lintel; on the door-posts and on the door itself one 
can easily trace the marks of bloody hands. 

At Ayun, a ruined town not far from Salkhad, is a 
weli called Abu Hur. It is near a large sacred mulberry- 
tree, consisting of five trunks which grow up separately 
from the root. Near the tree is an old oblong building 
with a stone door after the ancient custom of the coun- 
try.' There were stains on the door where blood had 
run down, as well as on the Untel. At one end 
of the building was something of stone, about four 
feet high, which looked like a baptismal font. It was 
covered with cloths. Our cameleer removed his shoes 
on entering the weli, and reverently kissed the cloths on 
the stone. 

Tell Sh'af, near Busan, is an eminence of considerable 
height, crowned with a weli, called Nebi Khuddr, or the 
Prophet George. The building, like the temples of the 
sun,' and so many ancient buildings, fronts the east. 
The cenotaph of the saint is at the western end, The 
original door on the north side, which was ornamented 
with a pretty design, has been taken away. On the front 
step, leading to the front door, and on the front door- 
step was abundance of blood. The victim had evidently 

'Ancient roofs, doors, and windows were once all of stone, 
on accoiinl ol the scarcity of wood; now wooden boxes in which 
petroleum is shipped from Russia are used in the construction 
of doors. 

'Rev. Franklin E. Hoskins, of Beirut, has made some very 
intereiting studies with respect 10 ancient temples of the sun 
and has found at least twenty-five in Syria. He says they are built 
in a notch of the mouniain (Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon) where ihe 
sunrise is finest. They face toward the east; the altar is by the 
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been killed not many days before. There were some 

faint traces of blood on the door-posts. 

In Busan was a remarkable use of blood. At the 
entrance to a court was a double door. On one leaf of 
it were stripes of blood, crossing another 
stripe at a slant, as indicated by the 
accompanying figure. We could get no explanation 
of it except that the people had been killing a sheep 
some days before and had put some of the blood on the 
door. 

In the same village is a makam known as Nebi Eyyub, 
a name which occurs often as the designation of a shrine. 
It is a little building with a dome, which was plentifully 
smeared with blood ; there was also blood on the 
threshold, the door-posts, and the lintel. In front of it 
were three pillars about three and a half feet high; on 
the top of one of them was a peculiar-shaped stone, of 
which I saw many examples in the country.' The 
broken pillars were also smeared with blood. 

Although examples of the use of blood in worship are 
so numerous, as will be seen from the preceding account, 
as well as from that which is to follow, some of those 
who are most familiar with the customs of the country 
have not had occasion to make any investigations in 
respect to this important custom. Rev. Henry H. 
Jessup, D. D, , has been, a distinguished missionary in 
Syria since 1856; he is most familiar with the language 
and institutions of the people, and is a keen observer, 
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worship. On the nat rool of one of the makams I s, 

such stones near the outer wall. At a s 

northern Syria under the onen heavens and a sacred g 

as 1 have already remarkea, a shrine in the form of along grave, 

surrounded by a wall about three feet high, with the usual entratice 

at one end, and an imtnense phallus laid across the two walls so 

that no one could ride in. 
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but aside from the slaughter of sheep when ground was 
broken for the railroad at Beirut, when foundations were 
laid for the clock-tower in the same city, and when sheep 
were sacrificed by the governor of the city after the blow- 
ing up of a torpedo-boat, which was used for an excur- 
sion, he could speak of only one instance of blood* 
sprinkling at a shrine. This was at Tell Abu en-Neda, 
a volcanic hill from which there is a charming view, and 
on which there is a makam, near Kunetra. Here, in 1893, 
he and Rev. W. K. Eddy, of Sidon, saw blood on the 
lintel, the door-posts, and the threshold, which had been 
put there by the Bedouin, An old man, Abu Ibrahim, 
an elder of the Protestant church at Ain Kanya, near 
Bainiyas, thought the blood was to seal a vow, The 
feet of the animals had been cut off and had been stuck 
into the interstices of the wall. 

Similar uses of blood are doubtless found among the 
aboriginal inhabitants of almost every country. Mr. 
Theophilus Waldmeier, for ten years missionary In Abys- 
sinia, and for thirty years missionary in Syria, now 
superintendent of the first insane asylum in Syria at 
Asfuriyeh,' said that he had seen the blood of black 
fowls on the lintels and thresholds of the houses of 
Abyssinians. 

It was in connection with this second journey that 
interesting parallels were found in the volumes of Lyde' 
and Doughty.' The former, in speaking of the feast of 
St. Barbara, mentions a significant rite. "Before sunset 
they prepare wheat by beating it in a mortar to remove 
the husk. They then kill a fowl, which they strike on 

' Previous to the opening of this asylum the insane were con- 
fined in caves, bound in fetters, in the hope that the weli to whom 
the cave belonged would grant them restoration. 

'The AsiaD Mystery, London. 1860. 

'Travels in Arabia Deseria, Vols. I. and IL, Cambridge, 1888. 




the door, and the wall on each side of it, and sometimes 
on the lintel and side posts." ' 

The examples of Doughty will be found illuminating 
for our investigation. They serve to illustrate the close- 
ness of his observations, as well as the peculiarity of his 
English, which sometimes needs retranslation to make 
his meaning apparent. 

The first quotation is used to show how blood-sprink- 
ling is supposed to propitiate the jinn: "The fatness of 
the Hejr loam is well known in the country; many have 
sown here, and awhile, the Arabs told me, they fared 
well, but always in the reaping-time there has died some 
one of them. A hidden mischief they think to be in all 
this soil once subverted by divine judgments, that it may 
never be tilled again or inhabited. Malignity of the soil 
is otherwise ascribed by the people of Arabia, to the 
ground demons, ^aw, afil ^l-ard or earth-folk. Therefore 
husbandmen in these parts use to sprinkle new break 
land with the blood of a peace-offering: the like, when 
they build, they sprinkle upon the stones, lest by any evil 
accident the workmen's lives should be endangered.'" 

Another account of an Arab named Mishwat shows 
that the same custom that was noticed in the South Coun- 
try is also to be found in .\rabia; "At evening, he of- 
fered a young sheep for the health of his camels, — mesqutn! 
unwitting of the Will above and the event determined 
against him ! A month later they were in the power of the 
enemy.' The ewe he had cast silent and struggling to 
[the] ground (the head of every sacrifice is turned 
towards Mecca); then Mishwat, kneeling upon it, in the 
name of God, drew his sword across the throat. Some 

'Op. cit., p. 176- 

'Op. cit.. Vol. 1., p. 136, 
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of the spouting blood he caught in the bowl, and with 

this he passed devoutly through the troop; and putting in 
with his fingers he bedaubed with a blood-streak the neck 
and flank of every one of his couching great cattle." ' 

In another passage Doughty speaks of the custom of 
sprinkling new buildings with blood, which differs a little 
in detail from that at Kerak, although the reason for it 
is very likely the sanae: "I asked wherefore the comer 
of his new building had been sprinkled with gore? They 
wondered to hear me question them thus (and felt in 
their hearts that I was an alien) ! They thought I should 
have known that it was the blood of a goat which had 
been sacrificed [to the jan] for the safety of the workmen, 
lest, as they said, any one should be wounded." ' 

Convincing as the examples cited are with reference 
to the use of blood and blood-sprinkling, the facts 
gathered during the summer of 1901 are numerous and 
decisive. The following incident is given on the author- 
ity of Mr. Paris e!-Khuri, a graduate of the Syrian Protes- 
tant College: "In the neighborhood of Nablus it is 
customary, when a reconciliation has been made between 
the murderer and the avenger of blood, for the murderer 
to kill a goat or a sheep. He then kneels before the 
avenger with a red handkerchief tied about his neck. 
Some of the blood of the animal slain is put on the palms 
of his hands. The avenger draws his sword and inti- 
mates that he could take his life from him, but that he 
gives it back to him." 

The use of blood at Moslem shrines has already been 
alluded to. The following instance was given by an eye- 
witness, Selim, a teacher of the Irish Presbyterian Mission 

'Op. cii.. Vol. 1., p. 49Q, "Couching great cattle" are, of 
course, camels, 

'Op. cit.. Vol. II„ p. 100, 
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at Nebk: "There was an Arab who had two sons who 
were to be circumcised at a Moslem shrine at Der Atiyeh. 
As preparatory to the rite, he begged from various shep- 
herds a flock of about one hundred and twenty sheep aod 
goaW. When all was ready, he invited the villagers of 
Der Atiyeh, Moslems and Christians, to the sacrifice, 
which took place id the morning. A butcher uttered the 
customary formula, "In the name of God"; each anima] 
was placed between the legs of the boys who were to be 
circumcised, the throat of each was cut, and its blood 
was sprinkled on the door-posts and on the lintel. Later 
the younger boy fell ill, and in about three hours died. 
Then his eider brother also became ill, hence they con- 
cluded that the saint was angr>- because blood had been 
sprinkled on his shrine, so they tried in every way to 
eSace the blood. As the elder boy recovered, they came 
to the conclusion that the saint had been displeased 
because of this use of blood. The animals slain were 
cooked with wheat and Arab butter, and were eaten by 
those present, A Derwish from the same village con- 
firmed the story, and as an orthodox Moslem, said: "We 
do not think well of such a use of blood." 

A few hours northwest of Hamath is a shrine used ex- 
clusively by Moslems, known as Abu Obeida, one of the 
companions of the Prophet Mohammed, and a famous 
general.' It was my good fortune to visit this makam. 
There is a smal! building, with a court in front of it, and 
graves behind it. Here were blood marks, such as I had 
never seen or heard of before, in the shape of a capital 
T, or possibly designed to represent a cross. These 
marks were visible on the outer door of the court. In 
front of it the place could clearly be seen where the 
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animal was slaughtered, and at a little distance from 
the steps leading to the entrance was a small hole in the 
ground, into which they had evidently attempted to pour 
the blood they had not used. On the door of the shrine 
itself was a large T, also on the corners of the lintel, as 

in the accompanying diagram, and —. ^ j—..^^^ 

underneath it. There were twelve I. V— i— *-^y^ .1 
blood marks of the same character on the inside walls 
and two in the prayer niche, as may be seen from the 
photograph. The tomb is railed off from the rest of the 
makam, but over it is an inscription in Arabic, of which 
the following is a translation: "This is the makam, of 
the honorable Abu Obeida Ibn Gerar, may God have 
mercy upon him." 

These examples must suftice to show how general is 
the use of blood, or a substitute for it, at shrines. Other 
uses of it and expressions with respect to it will be con- 
sidered in the discussion as to the significance of sacrifice 
in a subsequent chapter. 



CHAPTER XVI 



Hughes, in his Dictionary of Islam, affirms: "Muham- 

medanism, true to its anti -Christian character, ignores 
the doctrine that 'without the shedding of blood there is 
no remission" (Lev. xvli. ii; Heb. ix. ai)/" 

It will be interesting to test this statement by examin- 
ing the terms used with respect to sacrifice among the 
people, for the traditional saying of Mohammed, as 
reported by Ayeshah, and the usage current among many 
Moslems to-day, represents a different spirit from that 
which is assumed by Hughes, and one which is charac- 
teristic of primitive beliefs among the Semites. 

Ayeshah reported the prophet as saying: "Man hath 
not done anything, on the day of sacrifice, more pleasing 
to God than spilling blood: I mean sacrifice: for verily 
the animal sacrificed will come, on the day of resurrec- 
tion, with its horns, its hair, its hoofs, and will make the 
scales of his actions heavy: and verily its blood reacheth 
the acceptance of God, before it falleth upon the ground : 
therefore be joyful in it."' 

Another statement of Hughes, which we shall put to 
the test with reference to the usage of the people at the 
present day, is: "The doctrine of expiation or atonement 

'A Dictionary of Islam, London, 1896, p. 554, 

' Mischcat-ul-Masabih, Calcutta, i8oq, Vol. I., p. 321. 

It is JDlerestine to know that Hughes makes use of this and 

,^es, which were- tram' ■-' '- '~ ■ • 

ing any credit to the 
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for neglected duties, sins of omission and commission, is 
distinguished in the Muslim religion from the doctrine of 
sacrifice; sacrifices being strictly confined to the Idu 
'l-Atha, or Feast of Sacrifice in the month of pilgrim- 
age. " ' 

It will be seen from the quotations which follow that 
Hughes is in a serious error with regard to the usage of 
the Moslems. This will be evident from considering a 
class of sacrifices called ftdou. But before examining 
them in detail, we will cite the definitions of the term 
given by Lane, who defines fada as follows; "He gave 
his ransom; he gave a thing . . . . or a captive for him 
and so liberated him; that is, he ransomed him .... 
from captivity .... or he loosed him, or set him free 
and took his ransom: or mufaddt&ti, which signifies the 
giving a man and taking a man in exchange ; and jidadAn 
the purchasing him from captivity or the like ; or preserv- 
ing a man from misfortune by what one gives by way of 
compensation for him: as . , . .1 purchased; that is, 
ransomed him with my property, and with myself 
(bemfsiy 

Lane renders the Koran xxxvii. 107: "And we made 
an animal prepared for sacrifice to be a ransom for him 
and freed him from slaughter." ' 

We pass now to the definition of fedou, given by 
Derwish Hatib. of Der Atiyeh, in the Syrian Desert, 
who is a lecturer, and leads the service in the mosque of 
that village: "Fedou means that it redeems the other, in 
place of the other, substitute for the other. Something 
is going to happen to a man, and the sacrifice is a substi- 
tute for him. It prevents disease, sufferings, robbery, 

'Op,dl., p. 113. 

'Lane, An Arabic-English Lexicon, Ltindon, 1877, Book I. 
Pan VL, jkA vo<:e. 
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and enmity Repent of your sins and hope that 

God may cover your sins. Both repenUnce and the/frfow 
cover. The essential matter is the heart." ' 

One of the most remarkable interviews that I had with 
any of the Syrians, was with the minister of the "Chair" 
on the mountain-side of Zebedani, who surprised me by 
the statements which he made with respect to sacrifice. 
He said: "They go through the opening sura of the 
Koran, address the spirits {el-AktaS), and say, 'this is 
from thee and unto thee (God) and, O God, receive it 
from such an one, the son of such a mother, as a redemp- 
tion {fedou) in behalf of him.' This sacrifice is a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving looking backward," ' Fedou is used tor 
houses, for a child, at marriage, for the sick, and for the 
dead. 

"When a man finishes a house, he makes a sacrifice 
on the doorstep. It is redemption tor the building. 
Every house must have its death, a man. woman, child, 
or anima!. God has appointed a./edi>u for every building 
through sacrifice. If God has accepted the sacrifice he 
has redeemed the house. ' ' ' 

As was stated in the sixth chapter, the servant of the 
"Chair," who is an orthodox Moslem, said, in comment- 
ing upon this usage, which is contrary to the fatalism of 
Islam, "This is according to the simplicity of our minds. 
Of course every man dies when his time comes." ' 

A simple Moslem at Nebk in the Syrian Desert, said: 
"The fedou is commonly for the future to ward off evil. 
When they lay the foundation of a house, they slaughter 

'Journal XI, 

'Journal X. 

' Ibid, The primitive institution of sacrilice (or houses is found 
among the ancient Babylonians. Cf, Zimmern, BeitrSgc zur Kennt- 
niss der Babylonischen Religion. Leipzig. 1901, pp.91, 147. 

• See p. 65. 
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with the idea that {^Khuddr) St. George, will preserve the 
workmen. Every house must be redeemed. If not 
redeemed by the sacrifice of some animal, it must be 
redeemed by a human life." ' 

The next quotation is made from a personal interview 
with Joseph Atiyeh, a Protestant pastor, most learned 
in Arabic literature, some of whose treatises have been 
translated by Sir William Muir: "He has known a custom 
of beginning an important building by placing the blood 
of a victim in the foundation. At Tripoli, when they 
had excavated for the foundations of a government build- 
ing, they killed animals and poured the blood into the 
excavation. In Horns, when the carriage-road was begun, 
the officials took pickaxes, dug up the soil, killed ani- 
mals, read the first sura of the Koran, and shed blood on 
the place. It is actually a proverb among the people, 
who are about to construct a house, 'it will not do to 
begin this building without shedding blood.' He does 
not know of any significance except that it is pleasing to 
God, and insures a blessing." ' 

As we have already seen, there are very many instances 
of the same custom in the opening of railroads, and the 
construction of government buildings. 

It was the testimony of an orthodox Moslem, who was 
servant of a shrine at Horns, that he was familiar with a 
ftdou. "In moving from house to house, or in occupying 
a new building; the first night he sleeps in the house he 
kills the fedeu .... the object is the bursting forth of 

blood unto the face of God It is for himself and 

family, a redemption. It keeps off disease and the 
iinD,"' 

Wc were told by membersof the Protestant congrega- 
tion in Hamath that "when there was cholera in Hamath, 
'Journal X. 'Journal XI. 'Ibid. 
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in the year 1875, the Christians sent to the slaughter- 
house, procured blood, and placed it tn the sign of the 
cross on the door of every room in the house. They also 
use red paint for the same purpose whenever any serious 
calamity is feared in the house." ' 

Another curious custom which was mentioned as occur- 
ring in the same place is the following: "The largest 
water-wheel in Hamath, which is used for irrigating pur- 
poses, and which belongs to a system which especially 
impresses and interests every traveler who penetrates to 
this antique city, has to be mended every year. When 
they finish repairing it, before they set it going again, 
they slaughter a ram to the Afrit who is supposed to 
inhabit the sluice through which the wheel moves, in 
order to propitiate him, otherwise some one is sure to be 
killed by the wheel in the sluice-way. No prayer is 
offered, but later there is a feast, as in connection with 
every other sacrifice." * 

The Bedouin are in the habit of visiting hot springs 
in various parts of Syria and Palestine at certain seasons 
of the year, as a remedy for rheumatism. They believe 
that at Zerka Main there is a jinn, who is also called a 
wcli, who lives below the ground and keeps the fire 
going, which heats the water. They are so much afraid 
the fire will go out that they are in the habit of killing 
animals in sacrifice to the jinn.' Dr. F. Johnson, of 
Kerak, says that they kill the animals so that the blood 
runs down into the water,* 

One of the most remarkable incidents of which I have 
heard occurred at Nebk, where Rev. J. Stewart Craw- 

' Ibid. 

' Ibid. 

'Journal VIll., Kerak, summer of 1900, Mr. W. G. Harding. 

'Journal XIII,, Brummana. 
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ford resides. All the circumstances came under his 
observation. The town, iilie five others in the Syrian 
Desert, where water is usually found at a depth of 
twelve or fifteen feet, derives its water supply from a 
series of wells connected with one another. This method 
has been in vogue in the Syrian Desert as well as in Damas- 
cus and Palmyra for centuries, if not for millenniums, and 
isas follows: The wells are situated on an incline. The 
first well, which is sunk at the highest point, gathers water 
from all the ground surrounding it. At a distance of 
perhaps twelve feet below, another well is excavated 
which gathers its supply of water. This lower well is 
connected with the first and a third with the second. In 
this way a series of wells is excavated consisting of fifty 
or one hundred. As the water descends from the first 
well to the hundredth, its volume naturally increases 
until it comes out in a large stream at the end, sufficient 
to supply a town of five or six thousand people with water 
for all purposes including irrigation.' After a long resi- 
dence Mr. Crawford discovered, in the spring of 1901, 
that the stream of water was under the protection of a 
saint (weli). Whether the saint was considered as 
equivalent to a water spirit cannot easily be determined ; 
however, his shrine, which consists of a small building 
with a cupola, is near the mouth of the stream and has 
sacred trees in connection with it. 

At the time mentioned there came a succession of 
three floods, owing to excessive rains which washed away 
the series of wells, which had been repaired after each 
catastrophe. The inhabitants of Nebk, reasoning accord- 
ing to the custom of the country, that if there is misfortune 
there must have been some sin, came to the conclusion 
that the saint had been offended. They at once began 

'Journal I.. 1S98. X.. iQOl. Syrian Desert. 
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to inquire what was the reason of this offense. They 
iliscorercd that the sacrifices which had been offered to 
the sjuni at a festival each year had been intermitted, 
ttuit people had been accustomed to perform their abiu- 
btws in that part of the stream which was inside of the 
CMftjranl of the makam, thus defiling it, and that a 
iew l hodj had been carried across the stream.' All this 
ted ui(endthc saint. The village at once arranged to 
pcepitlMe the saint by offering sacrifices. A certain 
r q( sbeep. perhaps ten, were stationed over the 
t, ukI their throats were cut so that the blood would 
rm tMO the water. In this way the saint's anger was 

A »imilar custom obtains with reference to children, 
either for fear that some misfortune will befall them, and 
w « protection, or because they have fallen ill, and that 
the father or mother may secure the favor of some par- 
ticular saint. The examples which follow abundantly 
Ulostrate this usage. The servant of the "Chair" at 
Zebedani related the following: "The mother of a boy, 
when she slaughters a sacrifice vowed in his behalf, takes 
some of the blood and puts it on his skin. They call the 
MCrifice /rrfu*. Taking the blood from the place where 
^M sacrifice is slaughtered is equivalent to taking the 
bl««3itvs of the place and putting it on the child. People 
who i»r« particular about observing all the requirements 
t>I the ritual cover up the blood." * 

A man who has not had a child promises a fedou that 
he »»y receive the gift at one from a certain saint. If 

lieuity of a corpse to waier \a regarded as defilinr 

Atiil, Syrian Protestant teacher at Damascus tola 

I that, " il a corpse passes by a house, the common people 
I tile water out (rum the jars." Journal XIII., Bludan. 
■Joutn^l \., Damascui aad Nebk. 
Mbid.. 'febedani. 
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it should be born, when it is several days old, they put 
the blood of the sacrifice offered in payment of the vow 

on its forehead,' 

One of the most interesting men that we met in our 
travels was Surur, of Bagdad, who had once been a 
slave, but was very intelligent. He gave us many 
remarkable incidents which I shall relate in another 
connection. He said: "A man oftentimes vows, that if 
he has a son he will give gold ear-rings or a necklace to 
the mosque. A man may vow his son to the mosque, 
in which case he has to redeem him with money. They 
call the redemption _/Ji/«. " ' 

I had the great advantage of visiting an emir of the 
Mawaii Arabs, near Mehardeh, who is hired by the 
people to protect the town from the incursions of sur- 
rounding tribes of Arabs. The emir was greatly aston- 
ished at the questions that I asked him while reclining 
under his tent. He asked what was the object, and 
said, "I have never had any such questions asked me 
before," He was assured by the Protestant pastor who 
accompanied us, who was a great friend of his, that he 
had nothing to fear. It is a curious thing that the Arabs 
are afraid that Americans and Europeans will in some 
way exercise the "black art" upon them. 

Speaking of some of the ceremonies in connection 
with the birth of a child, he related the following: "I 
give you the good news that a son has been born to you. 
.... The child must be taken on a pilgrimage to the 
: to which the sheik of the tribe belongs. The 
minister of the shrine sacrifices for them near the thresh- 
old. The child is anointed on his forehead, or on his 
nose, with a mark of the blood of the victim. They 
afterwards cook the meal and have a feast. The rela- 

' Journal XI.. Nebk. 'Journal Xll., Hamath. 
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lives and ail who are present partake. The important 
thing is that the child should be present. If the shrine 
is too far away, they can sacrifice at their tents. 
The blood is important. They slaughter at any point of 
the tttit. but facing toward the south. Anywhere to the 
fiywtt o( the tent. The east is always considered the 
(rant. Prom the day God created the Arabs, the east 
Ins bees Um froat ol the tent." ' 

TW presentation of an Arab boy at the shrine of the 
VAal MHK remiMls us of the custom which we find 
ihrcvs, illustrated in the presentation of 
I MMk boa$« of the Lord in Shiloh,' and of the 
« M dw temple ' at Jerusalem, 
t notable interview which we had was with one 
^A tilt IhmUI*)^ in nort hern Syria. He belonged to the 
e)«3», so that while he had the assurance of 
«r a gift, he submitted to the interview with no 
(JRHilt flWtr, because, if his coreligionists had been aware 
(it ii^ tk* conse<iuences might have, been serious. He 
Will #l»t»g the interview, "I do not feel happy." 
SyVlktH ^ **** customs among the Ismailiyeh when 
thWtt&VHoy for children, he affirmed: "When they make 
« ««»*.■« (m a child they slaughter the victim in the 
if>^41t;t>.M'J where he lives, and put a few drops of blood 
(fit IkU tw«hwd and on bis nose, to indicate that the sacri- 
K4} * '» bi» behalf. The breaking forth of blood is 
^ijiwi. h r«tl«ras the child. They vow to the saint 
llkkt Wwxl shall flow for the child if he redeems it. " * 

'Vtw wujtifti.'e offered for a son is usually a goat or a 
^tM|>>- It becomes necessary that there should be pro- 
\tu^*a «ithiu ihe means of the poor. In one of the 
^U)«^v* ti ttM Syrian Desert, it is customary "when a 

'.hMUtttl \W M«bardeh. ' Luke ii. 22-28. 

• t, SMk ^ »fc »J. ' Journal XI. 
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Moslem woman brings forth a son to sacrifice a cock, 
when she bears a daughter they sacrifice a hen." ' 

We read in connection with the birth of Isaac that 
when he was weaned his father made a birthday feast 
for him. The same custom has been preserved through 
the millenniums to the present time, and was related by 
the emir whom I have already quoted. "They have a 
feast when the child is a year old. They sacrifice a vic- 
tim, read the first sura of the Koran, and anoint the child 
with blood." ' 

The last interview that I had with a Syrian with 
respect to the customs of the country was with Abd 
Musa, who is the minister of the shrine of Khuddr, near 
the base of Mount Carmel. I had Cook's agent at Haifa 
as interpreter, who expressed some fear iest this ignorant 
Moslem should not be communicative, but I found him 
exceedingly friendly. He made the following statement: 
"All the sects visit the shrine—Moslems, Christians, 
Druses, Persians (Babites). and Jews." 

The shrine consists of a cave excavated out of the 
rock where, according to monkish tradition, the Prophet 
Elijah found a home. "If the victim is for a child or 
man, they dip a finger in the blood and put it on the 
forehead of the boy or man for whom the sacrifice is 
made. All the sects do this .... the Jews put flowers 
on the horns of the ram used as a sacrifice, and the women 
carry it." ' 

It is interesting to observe how universal the customs 
are with which we are dealing, extending not only through 
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, but through other parts of 
the world as well. This fact finds abundant illustration 



'J 

k 



' Ibid. 

'Gen. jcxi. 8. 

•Journal XIII., Mount Carmel. 
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in such books as Dr. Trumbull's Threshold Covenant, 
and various works on comparative religion, as Mr. 
Frazer's Golden Bough. 

The following account was given of the marriage cus- 
toms at Mehardeh, which are common among the Greeks 
and Protestants. In that town they have all the wed- 
dings on a given day in the year after harvest is over. 
In connection with the marriage ceremony: "They 
slaughter a sheep outside the door of the house; while 
the blood is still flowing, the bride steps over the blood 
of the animal .... the pastor thinks there is much the 
same idea underlying this custom as in building a new 
house; that unless they sacrifice an animal there will be 
some misfortune." ' 

In almost identical language Burckhardt describes the 
use of blood among the Copts in Egypt. He says, "they 
kill a sheep as soon as the bride enters the bridegroom's 
house, and she is obliged to step over the blood flowing 
upon the threshold."' We have already seen that a 
pilgrim on his return home cannot cross the threshold of 
his house until a victim has been slain and he has stepped 
over the blood. 

There is doubtless a similar, though a different, mean- 
ing in another custom which Burckhardt relates in con- 
nection with a marriage among the Inezes, a Bedouin 
tribe: "The marriage day being appointed .... the 
bridegroom comes with a lamb in his arms to the tent of 
the girl's father, and there cuts the lamb's throat before 
witnesses. As soon as the blood falls upon the ground, 
the marriage ceremony is regarded as complete." It is 
also interesting to note that among the Beni Harb, in 
Hedjaz, it is deemed necessary to the completion of a 

'Journal XI., Mehardeh. 

' Noles on the Bedouin and Wabadys, London, 1830, p. ijt. 
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marriage that the blood of a sheep should flow upon the 
ground.' Palmer mentions another significant use of 
blood at a marriage among the Bedouin of the Sinaitic 
Peninsula. After all the preliminaries have taken place, 
and her future husband's abba has been thrown over the 
prospective bride, who with shrieks and cries has 
attempted to escape, the women lake her in charge; "A 
tent is next erected for her in front of her father's habi- 
tation, to which she is conducted, and then sprinkled with 
the blood of a sheep sacrificed for the occasion." " 

It is quite common to slay a victim in behalf of one 
who is ill. A peasant at Nebk said: "A fedoo is given 
to the face of God. It is vowed for various purposes, 
for one who is ill, or for one who is traveling. " ' 

The same custom was in vogue among the Babyloni- 
ans, as sacrifices for those who were ill were also offered 
by them.* 

There is 3 shrine at Mahin, in the Syrian Desert, where 
travelers seek a blessing before setting out on a jour- 
ney.' 

Sunir of Bagdad gave the following account of the 
shrine of Abdu Khadir, which is the largest mosque tn 
Bagdad, and of sacrifices offered by Indian Moslems who 
come to it on a pilgrimage: "They vow that if a man 
who is ill begins to recover he shall go to the shrine. 
He is stripped to the waist. Then two men lift a lamb 
or a kid above his head, and bathe his face, shoulders, 
and the upper part of his body with the blood. While 
the butcher kills the animal the sheik repeats the first 

'Ibid., pp.61, i;i. 

' Palmer, The Desert of the Exodus, New York. 1872, p. 83, 

•Journal XI. 

'Zimmem, Beiiragezur Kenninissder Babylonischen Religion, 
Leipiig, 1901, p. 92. 

'Journal VI., Mahin, summer ol 1900. 
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sura of the Koran. They also wrap him in the skin of 
the animal." ' 

I have already mentioned, in another connection, that 
it is customary to offer sacrifices for the dead. This is 
universal among the Syrians and Arabs. Sheik Yusef el- 
hagg Ahmed testifies that "They have a fedou for the 
dead. A person often leaves a sum in his will to be 
expended in the sacrifice of a victim in his behalf. They 
summon a reader to read the prayers over the animals 
which are slaughtered in the courtyard, and of which the 
flesh is afterwards eaten," ' 

The earliest testimony that I had with respect to this 
custom was from Mr. W. G, Harding of the Church 
Missionary Society, who was stationed at Kerak, which 
he gave in the summer of 1900: "They have the custom, 
also, of slaying to benefit the souls of the departed, 
When any one dies his relatives are supposed to kill one 
or more animals within a few days. They call this feiiuu, 
or redemption, although they do not seem to have any 
conception of the meaning of this term. They consider 
that in some way it benefits the dead, but it is rather the 
public feast to the poor that follows which is reckoned 
a good deed on the deceased's account. Even the most 
intelligent, however, believe that if they omit the cere- 
mony some harm will befall them, apparently owing to 
the wrath of the departed spirit." ' 

The Arabs and Syrians are very sensitive on this point. 
They consider it necessary that a man should not neglect 
to perform his obligations to the departed, and they have 
many stories to tell of the way in which such neglected 

'Journal XII., Hamalh. 

'Journal X., Ncbk. 

'Journal VIII., Kerak. It is very questionable whether the 
beiiefii which the dead receive is from feeding the poor by the 
Heah of the sacrifice. 
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jncs have appeared to them in dreams at night, reproach- 
ing them for not performing their duty in this regard. 
Tliey also relate how the saint has often taken vengeance 
on some worshiper Cor not paying a vow. It is said that 
the ministers of certain shrines are sometimes at pains to 
act for the saint In executing vengeance upon any one 
who may fail to fulfil a vow. 

One of the words for ransom is fidyeh^ a synonym for 
fedou, which, according to Lane, signifies "a ransom, a 
thing, or a captive that is given for a man who is there- 
with liberated .... or property given as a substitute 
or a ransom foracaptive: and property, by the giving of 
which one preserves himself from evil in the case of a 
religious act in which he has fallen short of what was 
incumbent, like the expiation for the breaking of an oath 
and of a fast." ' 

On our way from Ladikiyeh over the Nusairiyeh 
Mountains to Hamath, we stopped at a little village 
called Dibbash, which is inhabited by Greeks, and 
received the following information: "At the feast of St. 
George they sacrifice, and the priest prays over the sacri- 
fice. The only church is about an hour away. The 
sacrifices are killed several feet from the door. The 
heads of the victims are turned towards the east .... 
any man of good character may kill them .... the 
blood goes on the ground, they make no marks with it. 
The suppliant vows it to such and such a saint for the 
sick. It is called a fidee, whicli means head for head. 
It must be slaughtered, and the poor must eat it. The 
slaughtering of it is more important than the eating of 



On the same journey we stopped among Nusairiyeh, 
at Behammra, once the home of the missionary Lyde, 
' Lane, op. cit., iub voce. 'Journal XL 
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where we had a remarkable interview with one of the 
Protestants as to the religious customs of the people. 
From him we received the following information as to 
sacrifices offered for the dead: "They sacrifice for the 
dead before they put him in the grave. On the evening 
of the sixth day after the funeral there is a feast, and 
the next morning they have a sacrifice in the house of 

the dead They say, 'In the name of the saint,' 

and pray that God may forgive him his sins." After 
the sacrifices have been presented, the soul may pass out 
of an opening over the door of the house into the body 
of a male child that is to be born, for the Nusairiyeh, as 
well as the Druses, believe in the transmigration of souls. 
A female soul never enters the body of a male. The 
soul of a good man goes into the body of a good man, 
the soul of a bad man enters into the form of an animal. 
The sacrifices cause the forgiveness of certain sins com- 
mitted by the deceased. The more food is furnished, the 
greater the efficacy of the sacrifice, A parent may say, 
"redeem soul by soul' ; that is, redeem the soul of the 
man who is dead by the soul of the animal who is to be 
killed as the victim. "The animal is a spirit and the 
sick person is a spirit. The saint accepts one in the 
place of the other"; that is, the soul of the animal in 
the place of the soul of the man.' It will be seen from 
that which precedes that redemption is accomplished 
through death. 

It is a common custom if a man loses a son to say to 
the afflicted father, "Do not mourn for him, his death may 
have saved your life." When a death is announced, the 
usual formula is: "Abdullah is dead, may God give you 
his life" : that is, may God ransom you through his death. 
The Emir of the Mawali at Mehardeh said; "If a man 

'Journal Xll. 
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loses a valuable horse by death, they say to the owner, 
do not fret about it, it has redeemed you"; that is, the 
death of the horse has saved your Hfe.' 

Joseph Atiyeh, whom I have already cited, gives the 
following interesting example of the redemption of 
Abdullah, Mohammed's grandfather, through death. 
"They say that Abdullah, when he was digging a well, 
vowed if the water came he would give one of his ten 
sons in death. He prepared to slaughter Abdullah, 
whom he had chosen by lot, but his mother's brothers 
forbade it. He accordingly redeemed him by slaughter- 
ing one hundred camels." ' 

The following are still further illustrations of the use 
of the term fidce. According to the testimony of Surur 
of Bagdad, already quoted: "There is a Jidee by means 
of money, but sacrifice is in connection with a vow, not 
even the dahhiyek sacrifice is called fidd, it is called alms. 
A man may take out a keffarih for an oath if he has 
sworn falsely. If he is a very poor man he may fast for 
three days, or he may feed ten poor men. This is laid 
down for them in the Koran. Or he may redeem a slave; 
this is the highest form and is called keffareh in the Koran 
itself, II is not used for any other sin but a false oath." 

Another term for sacrifice which is considered as a 
synonym of fedou, and the other words named, is 
keffarih, which is defined as follows by Lane: "An 
expiation for a sin, or a crime, or a violated oath; an 
action, or a quality which has the effect of effacing a 
wrong action or sin or crime; that which covers or con- 
ceals sins or crimes"; from the second form of the verb, 
kaffara: "It .... covered, or concealed, the crime or 
sin .... or expiated it, or annulled it ... . the say- 
ing in the Koran (v. 70) means, 'we would cover, or con- 

'JoumalXI. Mbid. 
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ceal their sins, so that they should become as though 
they had not been'; or it may mean, 'we would do away 
with their sins'; as indicated by another saying in the 
Koran (xi. ii6)l 'good actions do away with sin.' " 
Lane gives another quotation, which signifies, "God 
effaced his sin." ' 

In the same connection the minister of the "Chair" 
said: "They kiW animals for the dead in behalf of his 
spirit. They call such a sacrifice fedou. This goes 
before him as light, serves him in the next life as he 
approaches God. It becomes a ^f_^(i«A for his sins." ' 

Sheik Vusef el-hagg Ahmed affirms, with reference to 
this same subject: "The Shiites do not use the term 
fedou, they employ the term keffareh instead." Ques- 
tion. "Does it cover sin?" Answer. "Who knows 
whether it covers sin or how many sacrifices can cover 
sin? God only can cover it, but they offer it in the hope 
it will be covered." ' 

Another Moslem testified; "On the day of judgment 
God weighs carefully in his scales the good and bad 



'Lane. op. cit.. mh voce. Haunt; Babylonian Elements in 
the Levitica! Ritual, Journal of Biblical Literature, igoo, p. 6i, 
remarks in regard in Upper ,- "The original meaning seems to be 
"to wipe off' not 'to cover,' as Albrecnt Rilschl supposed in his 
famous work on The Christian Doclrine of Justification and Atone- 
ment. Riiachl's knowledge of Semitic was, according to Lagarde's 
Mitlheilungen, somewhat inadequate. The mere fact that the gov- 
ernment appointed Ritschl official e ' — " ""' 

that he did not know much about il 
apply to Lane in his Lexicon, and i< 
of the Koran. The word kaffara occ 
Palmer translates " to cover, ' e.g, iii. 
sins and cover our offences." Cf, iii 
nften. This 
give translations: 



"the clouds covered the sky;' 
th a garment; " and very otter 
'Journal X. 
'Journal XIh Mehardeh. 
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deeds of each one, and sets up a narrow bridge like a hair 
over the infernal regions. They then cross the bridge 
on the animals they have sacrificed. Nevertheless, they 
call the blood keffareh and consider that it helps in aton- 
ing for their sins." A devout Moslem, of good sense 
but unlettered, told Suleiman of Nebk, "that sacrifice 
would cover sin." 

Some of the above expressions with regard to the use 
of blood seem rather startling, and may perhaps afford a 
commentary on a quotation by Muir in The Life of 
Mahomet. "Wathic said of a Moslem saint, "leave me 
alone, while thus in his blood I e.tpiate my sins.' " ' 

I never visited any shrine in the country without find- 
ing something that was curious and helpful in my investi- 
gation. At Braigh, on the way from Homs to Nebk, 1 
stopped at a shrine of a Persian saint, by the side of the 
road. We had a conversation with the sheik of the vil- 
lage, who said in regard to one of the channels of water 
from which the village derived its supply; "When the chan- 
nels are cleared out once a year, and the water is after- 
wards turned on, they make a sacrifice for the weli, by 
means of the bursting forth of blood. A sheep is slaugh- 
tered in front of the weli, its head is turned toward the 
south, and its blood is made to run in the same direction."' 

I have already alluded to our interview with an initi- 
ated member of the Ismailiyeh, which shows how uni- 
versally the same phraseology "bursting forth of blood" 
is found among different sects, and in parts of the coun- 
try which are remote from each other: "The dahhiyeh 
may be for a man's father or mother who is dead. It is 
a vow to God. It is a universal custom, long prevailing. 
It is for the breaking forth of blood to the face of God, 
on behalf of the dead. Usually before a man dies, he 

'Vol. 1., London, i86i, p. S17. 'Journal XII. 
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requires his relatives to take a solemn oath, that they 
will make annual sacrifices in his behalf. They are afraid 
o( God if they are unfaithful. They never neglect snch 
Bacrifices .... no use is made of the blood. The 
bursting forth of blood is absolutely indispensable." ' 

A Moslem, speaking with reference to the dakkiytk 
Mcrifices, observed: "The bursting forth of the blood 
is the most important thing." The Mawali Arabs hold 
the same view: "The vow is presented to the face of 
God. Any one who is washed and is ceremonially clean 
iMy kiU 0»e victim. They take its blood and make a 
tttilM on th« back of the animal. It is a mark of the 
pMd onr; that is, of the well. It indicates that the 
MCrifice has been presented to him. They cook the 
Tictim and cat it, and share its flesh with the poor. 
The sacrifice is not compEete without the shedding of 
Mood. It would not do to get a certain quantity of meat 
tnd eat it in their houses; without the bursting forth of 

blood, there is no fulfilment of the vow They 

never use the term fedou .... but they employ the 
verb from which fedou conies." It is in this connection 
that the emir said: "If a man loses a valuable horse 
by death, they say 'it has redeemed you." " ' 

At Snobar, a village of the Nusairiyeh, there is a 
shrine of the Persian saint, Ajami, where they have an 
annual festival. Like the Ismailiyeh they make use only 
LjBSles for sacrifices. A poor man can offer a fowl, 
s his hand reaches. * ' ' The shrine called among 

a XI. 
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here is almost the same as in the Priests' Code. I 

if his hand does noi reach the sufficiency of a ] 
bring for his euihoRering, which he hath I 
— young pigeons to Jehovah." ""' ' 
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the Nusairiyeh and in Asia Minor s^arek, is under the 
open heavens, surrounded by a rude wall. Inside of this 
wall is a sacred tree, a wild mulberry, on which rags are 
tied in performance of a vow. Those who are ill tie 
them about their necks. Inside of this wall, which sur- 
rounds the zeyareh, are three swarms of bees. They 
are owned by the well, and the honey is given to the 
poor. 

With respect to the sacrifices offered in performance 
of vows, a man said that they vowed the bursting forth 
of blood to the face of God. Our informant said the 
sacrifices were offered to the well. In connection with 
vows in case of illness, blood may be smeared on the 
part affected, as the stomach or the bowels.' 

As showing how prevalent the expression quoted is, 
we were told by the Protestant teacher at Mehardeh: "It 
is St. George {Khuddr) who causes the Sabbatic foun- 
tain in northern Syria to work intermittently as it does. 
AH sects sacrifice there; that is, at the fountain. It Is 
through the power of the saint that the water flows. On 
April 23d is the feast of St, George, which is called the 
Feast of the Convent .... the Christians come first, 
the Nusairiyeh second, the Moslems third. Moslems are 
ceasing to go because of the unsavory reputation of the 
monastery. They are now, therefore, sacrificing the vic- 
tims promised in their vows in their own villages, with 
their heads turned toward the monastery. He was in a 
Moslem village where a man had a caif to offer to St. 
George. He asked the sheik what he should do, and 
was advised either to sacrifice it, or bring it to the village 
to the agent of the shrine, who was collecting vows for 
the monastery, and redeem it. The agent said, what you 
vowed 'was the outbursting of blood to the saint.' The 

'Journal XI. 
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meat ts eaten on bebaU of the spirit of the saint; that is, 
o( St- George, as from his bounty." ' 

niiile at Rasheyeh 1 had an interview with a Druse 
woman, in which a teacher from the Girls' School at 
Damascas served as my interpreter. This Druse had 
traveled widely with her husband; had visited Urfa, the 
scene of the Armenian massacres, and had lived ten years 
in Bagdad. In Urfa there is a shrine of Nirarod. She 
said: "If a man is ill, or In prison, or if the Roctcs are 
diseased, his relatives go to the makam and say, 'we 
have come to your house, we are under the protection 
(daifiiei) of a given prophet. We have fallen on your 
threshoid"; that is, have kissed the threshold of your 
shrine. They vow a sheep, either male or female, and 

generally have the animal selected quite young 

Some of the company sleep at the shrine that night. 
Usually a Moslem sheik kills the animal. The head of 
the victim is turned toward the south. If there is no 

Moslem priest, a Druse slaughters They put 

blood marks on the outer door of the shrine The 

important thing is the shedding of the blood, the bursting 
forth of the blood." ' 

One of the most significant events in the Old Testa- 
ment which is found in one of the oldest documents is 
the conclusion of the Covenant between God and Israel. 
where, after the reading of the book of the Covenant, 
the blood is sprinkled on the altar and the people.' We 
may be certain that this represents ancient usage among 
the Semites. Singularly enough we find a parallel cus- 
tom among the Ismailiyeh, which, notwithstanding the 
peculiarities of their faith, has been transmitted through 
the millenniums. I quote from the same interview with 
one of the Ismailiyeh from which I have already made 

'Ibid. 'Journal XII. 'Ex.)txiv.6-8. 
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several citations: "There is an annual festival at the 

shrine. They vow vows. Ail who desire go. They 
wash and put on clean clothes. They dance and sing. 
Their own leaders do not permit men and women to dance 
together, unless they belong to the same family. They 
dance in honor of the well. The sacrifice must be a male 
and a sheep, must be perfect, nothing broken, nothing 
wanting, must be at least a year old. They sacrifice it 
to the weli. They slaughter it outside of the door of the 
shrine, very near the threshold, at the expense of the 
weii (on account of his purse). A religious sheik 
slaughters it, and reads the first sura of the Koran over 
it. They believe that by the permission of God the 
saint is there. The head points to the east, that the 
throat may be toward the south. They sprinkle the stones 
outside the weii in the wall, and the sick person who has 
made the vow, with the blood of the sacrifice. They 
sprinkle the blood on the stones above the door and 
on the two sides, so that the sacrifice may be accept- 
able. They cook the animal and give it to the people 
who are there. The man who sacrifices eats with them. 
.... They must slaughter, the eating is not so neces- 
sary. ' ' ' 

In another chapter I have already cited many exam- 
ples of blood-sprinkling in connection with houses, on the 
door, the door-posts, and the lintel. I give one other 
example as bearing on this discussion. Dr. Assadoun 
Aram Attonnyan of Aleppo related the following: "In 
Urfa there is a well which has healing property. It is 
especially good for leprosy. The well is inside the house. 
They kill a lamb, goat, or pigeons, then put their hands 
in the blood and mark the inside of the wall of the build- 
ing. " Such marks of the bloody hand or of a hand 

' Journal XI. 
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traced in red paint are very common in Syria and Pales- 
tine — they are supposed to be efficacious in protecting a 
house from the jinn,' 

Not only these sacrifices, which have been character- 
istic of Semitic religion throughout the ages, but also the 
chief sacrifice in the Moslem ritual at Muna is distin- 
guished by the same characteristics. It was the testi- 
mony of a Moslem: "The important part of the sacrifice 
is the pouring out of blood. As soon as the blood of the 
victims has flowed at Muna, they bury the bodies in the 
ground. Any dakhiyeh sacrifice is much more acceptable 
to God if offered on the mountain. No use is made of 
the blood whatever. It is said that in Irak they take 
the blood of the sacrifice and put it over each door 
inside the court, so that there is the sign of the bloody 
hand." ' 

I must reserve the discussion of the significance of 
sacrifice for the next chapter. But it is possible that an 
incident related to me by the Rev. F. B. Meyer of Lon- 
don may have some bearing on this investigation. While 
he was in Calcutta, at the Temple of the Goddess Kali, 
he was present at a ceremony which filled him with such 
disgust that he rebuked the worshipers for it. Neverthe- 
less, it seems significant. Until the English interfered, 
it was customary at the annual festival of this goddess to 
bring a human sacrifice, but since this practice has been 
stopped by the enforcenaent of an English statute for- 
bidding it, it has been customary for the one offering the 
sacrifice to hold a little boy in his arms, while another 
brought a kid in his arm.s, as the substitute for the son 
whom his ancestors would have offered. When the 
throats of the kids have been cut, and the blood has 
flowed, it is customary for the holy men to catch the 

'Journal XIII. 'Journal XI. 
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blood in their hands, smear it on their faces, and dance 
about in it. It was this ceremony that shocked Mr. 
Meyer, and which he rebuked, but which is undoubtedly 
an essential part of such an offering.^ 

V|oumal XIII., Ou the train from Damascus to Beirut. 

^r William Wilson Hunter eives the following account of 
human sacrifices among the KandSs in his Brief History of the In- 
dian Peoples, Oxford, 1897, p. 49, which presents another aspect of 
human sacrifice as once practised in India. " The Kandhs, like 
the Santals, have many deities, race-gods, tribe-gods, familj-gods, 
and a multitude of malignant spirits and demons. But their great 
divinity is the earth-god, who re[)resents the productive energy of 
nature. Twice each year, at sowing -time and at harvest, and m all 
seasons of special calamity, the earth -god reauired a human sacri- 
fice. The duty of kidnappine victims from the plains rested with 

the lower race attached to the Kandh village Hie victim, 

on being brought to the hamlet, was welcomed at every threshold, 
daintily fed and kindly treated till the fatal day arrived. He was 
then solemnly sacrificed to the earth-god, the Kandhs shouting in 
his dying ear, 'We bought you with a price: no sin rests with us! * " 



CHAPTER XVII 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SACRIFICE 

I went to Palestine in the early summer of 1898 with 
the full persuasion that the sacrificial meal was the oldest 
form of sacrifice, as Professor W, Robertson Smith and 
others maintain.' Indeed, my observations of the shrines 
and high places during the autumn of the same year 
seemed abundantly to confirm this view, I learned that 
every vow of animals that was paid was prepared as a feast, 
either for the one offering the sacrifice and his friends, 
including any that might be present, or for the poor. 

Again, all the characteristics of such offerings as are 
described in Deuteronomy seemed to be preserved in 
these modern sacrifices. According to the legislation 
contained in that code, except in one passage,' fire-offer- 
ings are not mentioned. There was feasting, and every 
expression of joy before the Lord. So now, when vows 
are paid, men and women eat, sing, and dance. What 
could be more natural, from the study of such customs, 
than to see in them a confirmation of a theory which has 
been presented with such learning and ability? 

' Encyclopfedia Briiannica, New York, 1886, pp. I3J, 134: "A 
sacrifice, therefore, Is primarily a meal offered to the oeity .... 
The sacrificial meal witli the general features that have been de- 
scribed mav be regarded as common to all the so-called native 
religions of the civiliied races of antlauity— religions which have 
a predominantly joyous character, ana in which the relat" 



o the gods 



troubled by any habitual and oppre 



sense of human guilt." Cf. Smith, Lectures on the Religion of 



the Semites, New York, 

= Deut. xviii. 1. I 
fire-oRerings is no n; 
xiii. 14, where it does 



pp. 237, 327. 
s not improbable that the reference to 
■■ original m this text than in that of Josh. 
occur in the LXX, 
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I was led, however, 3 year ago last summer, after my 
researches with respect to the use of blood, to distrust 
the regnant hypothesis as to the primitive form of sacri- 
fice. And that distrust was greatly deepened by the 
researches made last summer, which have been set forth 
in the three preceding chapters. Indeed, I was amazed 
when I heard certain terms employed with such persist- 
ency in different parts of the country, remote from each 
other, as for example, the necessity of the "bursting forth 
of blood" before the face of the Lord, or the well. 

If this teaching were found in Islam as a necessary 
conditioi. of acceptable sacrifice, we might well say that 
Bedouin, Arabs, Fellahin, and more enlightened Syrians, 
coming under the influence ot positive religion, had 
abandoned their ancient custonas in bringing their sacri- 
fices as they are wont to do to-day. This is possible, 
though highly improbable. But when we find that blood 
is regarded among orthodox Moslems as defiling, so that 
they will not step over the blood of a sacrifice, and con- 
sider it a priori impossible that it should be placed on their 
shrines, or if so placed it is considered as bringing down 
the rightful wrath of the weli, we must conclude that wc 
are dealing with a primitive custom, going back of the 
time of Ezekiel, of the oldest document in the Penta- 
teuch, and of usages which are found in ancient Baby- 
Ionia.' 

There are three considerations which need to be em- 
phasized in the discussion of the significance of sacrifice. 
The first is the persistence of custom among the Orientals, 
to which allusion has already been made.' That which 
is customary now in all parts of the country among all 
sects and classes of people, as Bedouin, Arabs, and 

' Zimmern, op. cJt. See introduction and texts. 
■CI. p. 5.. 
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Fellahio, may be considered as customary from time 
immemorial. Custom among the Orientals is as binding 
as morality and religion among us; indeed, custom is 
morality and religion to the Oriental.' The second con- 
sideration, of like imporunce, is the ordinary conception 
of sin among ancient and modern Semites. There are 
indeed exceptions, but only enough to prove the rule. 
We have seen that sin is not ordinarily conceived of as 
guilt, but rather as misfortune.' There are, to be sure, 
traces of a nobler idea^ but the dominant notion is that 
misfortune comes, not because a man or woman is guilty 
of some sin, but because God is arbitrarily angry. Hence 
his favor must be sought. A third consideration is tn 
the view which obtains of divine beings among the igno- 
rant, whose belief represents original usage. We have 
seen that they do not clearly distinguish in their thinking 
between a jinn, an ancestor, a saint (weli), and God, as 
the source of their blessings, oi their misfortunes. Good 
and evil come alike from God, the weli, the ancestor; and 
the jinn, for there are good genii as well as evil.' A jinn, 
as we have seen, can make the ill well, and the well III.' 

Now, if we can find what is the custom regarding 
sacrifice, always and everywhere, we may be sure that 
the same has been the custom back to the very begin- 
nings of the history of the Semites. Or if, in other 
words, a feast at which the saint was the host, was the 
customary idea of sacrifice in primitive times, it should 
be the customary idea now. If we find another element 
in sacrifice dominant among those Syrians, Arabs, and 
Bedouin who are nearest the condition of primitive life 
now, we may be certain that the same element was domi- 
nant in the primitive history of the Semites. The data 

'Seep. 65. 'P. 94- 

'P. 114- *P. 91. 
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furnished in ancient literature, from which the critics 
conclude thai the sacrificial meal was the pre-eminent 
element in sacrifice, are inadequate for a satisfactory 
induction ; those which exist to-day are abundant. After 
the researches which I was enabled to make last sum- 
mer, I think there can be no question as to what our con- 
clusion must be, if we carefully consider the facts which 
I have detailed. 

Again, if the mass of modern Semites — and I speak now 
of those who are not under the influence of Islam and 
I Christianity — look upon misfortune as an evidence of sin, 

I and as an indication of the displeasure of some being to 

I whom, practically, they assign the value of God, whether 

he be well, ancestor, or jinn, then our view of the most 
important element in sacrifice must be different. We are 
not to go to these people for anything but usage. They 
may be able to give an explanation of that usage as it 
may occur to them at the moment, or there may be folk- 
lore which represents the effort of the generations to 
explain certain phenomena. Of such folk-lore I have 
found little or nothing which has a bearing on the expla- 
nation of sacrifice. 

It is true that sacrifice may be regarded as a gift on 
the part of the suppliant, which is designed favorably to 
dispose the being, who is God to him, in some undertaking 
on which he is about to enter; or to remove his anger. 
It may be something like a bribe to blind the eyes of 
deity, a keffarek^ so that the divine being who is dis- 
pleased may overlook the offense on account of which 
he is angry. 

Connected with the sacrifice, there may be a meal, at 
which all is hilarity. Before the sacrifice was made, or 
the vow was paid, there might be a sort of uneasy feeling 

' P. 2IO, 
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on the part of the worshiper, but when the promised gift 
has once been made to the weli, what a weight Is rolled 
off from the man! The sheep, goat, calf, bullock, camd 
that was vowed has changed owners. It is no longer 
the property of the man who gave it, but has become 
the property of the saint or divine being. Now it is to 
be spread before the man who offered it, and his friends, 
as the saint's bounty. All is well, care is banished, 
there is a feast. Why should not the light-hearted 
Bedouin, Arab, or Fellahin eat, sing, dance, and be 
merry? Many times, in all parts of the country, I have 
sought to learn whether the saint were regarded as actu- 
ally present at such a feast. I have hardly been able to 
discover any such idea. 

But another notion has been set forth with a strange 
and surprising unanimity, in all parts of the country, 
among Bedouin, Arabs, and Fellahin, as well as among 
fairly intelligent Moslems and Christians, namely, that the 
"shedding of blood," the " bursting forth of blood," is 
the essential element in sacrifice,' As to the accuracy, 
as well as the emphasis, of this testimony, there can be no 
question. An aversion to the teaching of the Scriptures 
with reference to the blood atonement, or a predilection 
in its favor should have no place here. There can be no 
scientific research if we come to such an inquiry with 
our minds made up as to what the result should be. 
Here, if anywhere, an open mind is absolutely essential. 
It is clear that the necessity for shedding blood does not 
exclude the character of sacrifice as a gift, nor does it 
exclude the feast which follows it. When the sacrifice 
is made, then, as has been affirmed, men and women 
may be glad. But it is a very serious question whether 
the term "sacrificial meal" is not a misnomer. 

'SeechapierXVI. 
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In what does the sacrifice consist? Is it in giving a 
certain animal? It seems that this is not so. Young 
animals are sometimes given to a weli, and are not sacri- 
ficed for months. It is clearly recognized that the 
animal thus given so fully belongs to the weli that even 
if blemishes develop in it the ma.n who gave it ceases to 
be responsible for them. While the man could not sacri- 
fice such an animal if it had lost more than a third of its 
ears or tail,' now that the animal belongs to the weli, 
his responsibility ends. But though he gave it to the 
weli, and it belongs to the weli, it does not become a 
sacrifice until he, or the butcher, throws it on its left 
side, with its head toward Mecca, if he be a Moslem, or 
toward Jerusalem, if he be a Christian, or toward the 
shrine of Mar Jirjis, if he sacrifices to St. George in his 
own village, and cuts its throat. The consummation of 
the sacrifice is in the outflow of blood. The feast which 
follows adds nothing. It may be affirmed with emphasis 
that to the large majority it means nothing except good 
cheer. If any proof were wanting in support of this 
statement, it is abundantly furnished by the fact of the 
great dahhiyeh sacrifices in the Valley of Muna, which 
were adopted by Mohammed from the heathen rites which 
attended the festival at Mecca. Not only the kissing of 
the sacred stone by the Moslems at the Kaaba is a primi- 
tive rite, but also the sacrifices. At the Valley of Muna 
there is no feast whatever, the victims are buried, or the 
Arabs are permitted to come and take them away.' It is 

' Hedaya, London, MDCCXCI., Vol. IV., p. 79. 

'C(. Burckhardl, Travels in Arabia. London, iSig, p. 276: 
" The act of sacrifice itself is subject to no other ceremonies than 
that o( turning the victim's (ace towards the Kebly, or the Kaaba, 
and to say, during the act ol cutting its throat, ' in the name of 
the most mercitulGod 1 O Supreme God !'.... Any place may 
be chosen for these sacrifices, which are performed in every comer 
of Wady Muna; but the favorite spot is a smooth rock on iti 
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clear, with respect to these sacrifices, that the sacrificial 
act consists in the outflow of the blood of the victims. 

It may not be so easy to determine the value of the 
sacrifice. Does it possess in any degree a substitution^ 
ary or vicarious character? Let us pass some of the facts 
already cited in review. Such a sacrifice is at least thought 
to insure good luck, but wherein does the good Suck con- 
sist? There are certain facts which seem to point towarl 
a substitutionary value in sacrifice. Such are the for 
mulas, already mentioned in the preceding chaptcFj 
employed for announcing a death in Syria or Palestine: 
"Abdullah is dead, but your life is redeemed," oi 
"Abdullah is dead, may God give you his life"; that is, 
"You have a better chance of living on account of his 
death." An Arab is almost broken-hearted at the loss 
of a pet mare, whom he loves more than his wife, but a 
fellow clansman seeks to comfort him by saying, 
not mourn for her; if she had not died, Allah might have 
taken your life." So, if a beloved son is cut down in 
the flower of his youth, the father is comforted by the 
same assurance, that, had his son not died, he might have 
lost his own life. This is clearly a substitutionary idea. 

So, too, when the minister of the "Chair" at Zebe- 
dani, said, "Every house must have its death, either 

western extremitv. where several thousand sheep were killed in 
the space of an hour." Burton, Personal Narrative of a Pilgrim- 
age to Al-Madinah and Mecca. London, MDCCCXCIIL, Vol. 11, 
p. Il8; " It is considered a meritoriuus act to give away the victim 
without eating any portion of its flesh. With respect to sacri- 
fices slain for an incomplete performance of duly, Burton remarks, 
ibid,, p, 140, note 3; " The victim is sacriticed as a confession that 
the onender deems himself won by of death: the offerer is not 
allowed to taste any portion of the offering," 

Ahmed Hindi of Damascus, who has made three pilgrimages I 
to Mecca, saya; "Al the age of fifteen, every man and woman I 

must offer a sheep They do not eat the sheep, but put ft 1 

In a hole In the ground. If any one desires to eat the c 
Journal Vni. 
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man, woman, child, or animal," it is evident that when 
the owner slaughters an animal as a sacrifice for his 
house, it is with the understanding that the being whom 
he fears will now spare him and his family, because he 
has offered it up a subsltute in their stead. This came 
out clearly when a Protestant, Mr. Jabur in the Syrian 
Desert, yielding to the entreaties of his neighbors, 
Moslems as well as Christians, cut the throat of a sheep 
at the entrance of his house to secure the safety of his 
family. The thought of his neighbors, if clearly 
expressed, would have been, "If you slay a sheep, your 
family will be safe; if you do not, one of them will 
be in danger." Thus the sacrifice which is offered 
when a bridal couple make their home in an old house, 
or when a family moves from one house to another, 
has really a substitutionary character. So, too, the 
people of Kerak, when they occupy a cave during har- 
vest, insure their lives by killing a victim who takes the 
place of all of them, as a sacrifice to the jinn who is 
landlord of the cave. Doughty was definitely assured 
that the blood of an animal was put on the comer of a 
house, which was building, to protect the workmen;' 
that is, the animal died that they might live. It was 
this passage which I found in Doughty * a year ago last 
summer that first suggested to roe the substitutionary 
character of such sacrifices. The reader may well ima- 
gine my sensations on the first great interview which I had 
in Syria with the servant of the "Chair," when he 
announced, "Every house must have its death." 

Other expressions are found for the same idea of 
vicarious sacrifice, as "head for head," "spirit foe 
spirit," where the head of an animal, or its spirit, is said to 

' Cf. p. 191. 

• Travels in Arabia Desena, Cambridge. 1888, p, 136, 
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take the place of the man, woraan, child, family, ot 
group for which it dies. 

One of the most thrilling discoveries was in regard to 
the existence of blood-sprinkling at the present day, 
upon doors, door-po&ts, and lintels. I do not claim that 
this was an original discovery, for it had been observed 
by a young Englishwoman in the Druse Mountains, who 
mentioned her observations to me; and such a case is 
cited by Dr. Trumbull, as seen by Dr. Washburn, of 
Robert College, Constantinople. But this fact has been 
so emphasized by the number and range of my personal 
investigations as to have, perhaps, the value of a new 
discovery. 

Some Bible students may be tempted to conclude that 
in this custom we have an imitation of blood -sprinkling 
in connection with the institution of the Passover festi- 
val, when the destroying angel passed by the houses of 
the Israelites, At first blush, this would seem probable. 
But I am confident that a closer view of the subject, a 
more careful weighing of the facts, will show, that in the 
institution of blood-sprinkling we have a primitive Semitic 
custom which long antedates the Passover festival. 
The use of blood mentioned in Ezekiel, where the priest 
is to take the blood of the sin-offering and put it upon 
the door-posts of the house (temple), and upon the four 
corners of the ledge of the altar, and upon the posts of 
the gate of the inner court, resembles the usage which 
we find to-day among Bedouin who never came into con- 
tact with the Old Testament.' These Arabs, Bedouin, 
and Fellahin, who are so little influenced by Islam, have 
evidently not derived the custom from that faith; for as 
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we have seen, orthodox Moslems consider such a use of 
blood highly reprehensible. Besides we have noticed 
that the same custom existed among the ancient Baby- 
lonians.' 

What is the object of putting blood on the doors of 
private houses? In the case of the Israelites, it was 
that, when the destroying angel went through the land 
of Egypt to slay the first-born of the Egyptians, he might 
spare the first-born of the Israelites. If this account 
were to be translated into the thought and terminology 
of the ignorant modern Semite, the destroying angel 
would be an "Afrit," such as the people of Hamath, after 
they have annually repaired their largest water-wheel, 
seek to propitiate by causing the blood of a victim to 
run down into the sluice.' 

At Hamath, as we have learned, the Christians in the 
time of cholera put blood, brought from the slaughter- 
houses on the doors of their houses in the shape of a 
cross. This is not good Semitic usage, because the blood 
was not that of victims. But Et is founded on good 
Semitic usage because it represents the idea that blood 
is the all-important thing in sacrifice, and that there are 
malignant powers of the air who must be placated, and 
turned away by the sign ot a surrendered life in substi- 
tute blood. 

It is more difficult to understand the significance of 
blood, or of semn and henna, placed on a door-post and 
lintels of a shrine. Perhaps the object is to remind the 
saint of the blood of the victim that has been slain. It 
may be sprinkled on the shrine in the same way that the 



n of sacrifice ihey placed two Hlones by the 

door 10 receive Ibe blood, and thai these are afterwards removed, 
in order that the lomb may be kept pure and clean," 
' P. Si. "■ 2. " P. iq8. 
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ancient Arab was said to have smeared blood on the 
sacred stone which was regarded as bet Allah, or the house 
of God.' 

Whether it involves the idea of a covenant between 
the one bringing the sacrifice and the saint, as a Protes- 
tant deacon suggested to Dr. Henry H. Jessup, in con- 
nection with the shrine at Teli Abu en-Neda, is not clear; 
it may. There can be little doubt that when blood is 
sprinkled on the sacred stones of a shrine, and upon 
those who bring the sacrifice, we have an ancient Semitic 
parallel with the conclusion of the covenant on Mount 
Sinai, where Moses sprinkled part of the sacrificial blood 
on the altar and part on the people. 

Whether I have given a correct interpretation of the 
facts gathered, the student must decide. It seems to me, 
however, that these facts shed much light on the true 
significance of sacrifice as a primitive Semitic institution. 

• W. RobeneoQ Smith, op, ch., p. 184. 



CHAPTER XVril 



We have already seen that there is no evidence among 
Syrians and Arabs of the existence of burnt-offerings. 
Has an ancient rite faded from their memory? If the 
position taken be true that usage now, among ignorant 
Syrians and among Arabs, is likely to represent primitive 
usage, then it seems probable, as has been observed in a 
preceding chapter, that the original element in sacrifice 
was not its consumption by fire, but in its being pre- 
sented to God, and if it were an animal, in its blood being 
shed. 

Let us approach this discussion from another point of 
view, namely, that of the altar. The Biblical student 
cannot well conceive of an altar, apart from incense, or 
one of which the main design was not the offering up of 
burnt-sacrifices to God. There are also well-attested 
examples among other Semitic peoples of altars which 
were used millenniums before Christ for sacrifices made 
by fire. We might, therefore, be tempted to conclude 
that an original institution had perished from the mem- 
ory of the modern Semites, on finding that altars for fire- 
offerings date back for thousands of years among the 
Assyrians and other peoples. Yet we must remember 
that some of the most ancient institutions are still pre- 
served among peoples living in the twentieth century, 
but who have been unaffected by the progress of the ages 
in their social and religious customs. 

' Cf. AppendiK F. 
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If, as we seem to have found, primitive sacrifice con- 
sists wholly in the shedding of blood, the place where 
the sacrifice is slain becomes simply the place of slaugh- 
tering, or the place of sacrifice. This conclusion is 
confirmed by the etymology of the oldest words for 
altar, both in Arabic and Hebrew. We may be sure 
that in the form of these words we shall get the primi- 
tive idea. 

As all Semitic scholars are aware, there is a large 
class of nouns formed by prefixing the letter m to the 
verbal root. Such nouns signify, either the place where 
a thing is done, the instrument by which it is done, or 
the embodiment of the action. The verbal root in Arabic 
which signifies "to sacrifice," is dkabaha. Lane renders 
this;' "He slaughtered [for food, or sacrificed] an animal, 
or a sheep, or a goat, or an ox, or a cow in the manner 
prescribed by the law, [that is by cutting the two external 
jugular veins] or by cutting the throat from beneath at 
the part next the head .... dkabaha atthu, he slaugh- 
tered or sacrificed for him by way of expiation." The 
word dhibk signifies an animal prepared for slaughter 
or sacrifice; that is, an intended victim .... for 
example, it is said in the Koran, xxxvii. 107, 'And we 
ransomed him with a great victim' "; that is, Abraham. 
Remembering that a noun formed by prefixing m may 
mean the place where a thing is done madkhah signifies, 
"A place where victims are immolated; altar, slaughter- 
house."' As will be seen, there is no hint in this expres- 
sion of burnt-offerings, nor in another derivative midhbah, 
(slaughtering-knife). On the other hand, the etymology 
of the word madhbah bears unequivocal testimony to the 

' Arabic-English Lexicon, sub ■voce. 

' Wortabet and Porier, Arabic-English Dictionary, Beyrout, 
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fact, that slaughtering an animal by the shedding of blood 
was the primitive idea of sacrifice. 

Let us examine the Hebrew verb signifying "to sacri- 
fice," zabah, which is almost identical with the modern 
Egyptian pronunciation of dhabah as sabk. This word, 
too, means originally to slaughter, and mtzbeah also 
"place of sacrifice"; so in Biblical Aramaic warfA^oA, 
"altar," comes irovadlbah, which signifies "to slaughter" 
and then "to sacrifice." 

Where were such sacrifices offered? Evidently in 
connection with some habitation, either of God or man. 
Among the Bedouin such a habitation is a tent, even 
when they term it house (bef), and describe the pitching 
of the tent by their women as the building of a house. 
The entrance of such a tent is on the east. As an emir 
testified, "Ever since God (A/laA) created the Arabs, the 
east has been the front of the tent." Here, then, is the 
proper place to slay the animal. 

But if possible, many sacrifices should be taken to some 
shrine. If the saint or well is conceived of as residing 
in a sacred tree, or as revealing himself there, then at 
that tree would be the place of slaughtering; if he is at 
a gigantic grave under the open heavens, plastered over, 
or in the ordinary Moslem grave covered with stones, and 
with gravestones at the head and feet, and in both cases 
surrounded with a low wall, then outside such a shrine 
would be the place of sacrifice. If in a fountain, as at 
Ain Fowar, or at Zerka Main, the victims are to be 
brought to the place. If the well is thought of as in the 
little building, usually with a dome, known as a makam, 
mezar, zeyarth, or by whatever other name, the victim 
should be slain at the building. 

But where is the place of sacrifice? Some say any- 
where in the court, around which houses are built, but it 
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is clear that correct usage among Bedouin and Syrians 
places it at the entrance. There are some definite testi- 
monies with respect to this. 

As we have seen, the sacrifices offered to the jinn or 
the weli of a cave are at the entrance.' It is there that 
the blood falls. The east side, or entrance of a tent, is 
the proper place for sacrifice. Occasional sacrifices, in 
payment of vows, brought to Nebi Daud in Jerusalem are 
slain either before the doorstep of the court, or before 
one of the doorsteps of the dwellings inside the court. 
The late Rev. John Zeller, of Jerusalem, relates that he 
saw the blood of the victims killed at the feasts of circum- 
cision before the doors of Nebi Musa near the Dead Sea. 

Abdu Khahil, the head native master of the Boys' 
School in connection with the Irish Presbyterian Mission 
at Damascus, says: "It is common to kill a sacrifice at 
the threshold." Musa Khuri has twice seen in Rasheya, 
once among the Greek Catholics and once among Syriac 
Catholics, a lamb slaughtered over the doorstep as fedou. 
They believe that if they build a new house and neglect 
to do this some one of Che family will die. 

Mrs. Dale, daughter of President Biiss, of the Syrian 
Protestant College. Beirut, saw a sheep killed among the 
Greek Catholics at Ras Baalbek. They cut its throat on 
the doorstep and they made the sign of the cross in 
blood over the door. 

There are many examples of the threshold as the place 
where the sacrifice is slain. We have already passed the 
various kinds of sacrifices in review. The one for the 
pilgrim who returns from Mecca, or from Jerusalem, or 
for a soldier, or prisoner, who comes back to his home, 
is on the threshold of the entrance to that home. There 
the butcher cuts the throat of the victim. 

■P. 184. 
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The following incident, related to me 11 
reference to the use of a threshold in sacrifice, seems 
most significant in this connection: "If a man has bought 
a new house, and the inhabitants have been unlucky, 
that is, have had ill health or death, before moving into 
the house, the owner makes some change, and offers a 
sacrifice. The change usually consists in taking up the 
old stone on the threshold and laying a new one In its 
place. Then the sacrifice is offered on that threshold. 
They call it presenting a keffar-eh, in order that no evil 
may befall them." 

So when the sacrifice is made for a new house, a simi- 
lar ceremony is observed. This is the custom in northern 
Syria and the Syrian Desert. At Kerak, and on the east 
side of the Dead Sea, the victim is taken upon the flat 
roof and its throat is cut so that the blood runs down 
over the lintel. 

Among Moslems and the so-called sects of Islam, as 
Nusairiyeh, Ismailiyeh, and Druses, it is, common to 
immolate victims on the doorsteps of shrines. The same 
custom is to be found among the Christians, including 
the various sects, such as Copts, Jacobites, and others. 
At a wedding among Syrian members of a Greek Church 
in New York City, a sheep was sacrificed in the street, 
probably before the door of the house which was to be 
the home of the bridal pair, in the month of November, 
1901. 

In this connection Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull's learned 
monograph, The Threshold Covenant, ts of great value. 
There can be no question that the sacrifice at the 
entrance of a tent, a cave, or at the threshold of a house, 
represents primitive Semitic usage, and that this is the 
place of sacrifice, so far as that term means the place of 
immolation, or the pouring forth of blood. It may also 
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be considered the original altar, so far as we understand 
by that term the place where the blood of the victim is 
poured out. I have seen conspicuous examples of this 
usage in the Druse Mountains and in other places. 

The next step in the use of an altar is in the employ- 
ment of a rude stone upon which the victims are slain. 
Such was the place where the sacrificial blood fell, when 
the Israelites slaughtered sheep and oxen after their vic- 
tory over the Philistines between Michraash and Ajalon.' 
We should also remember in this connection that the 
favorite place at which the Moslems slaughter their vic- 
tims in the Valley of Muna, is on a smooth rock, which 
may be regarded as a rude altar.' 

It is reported that such rude stone altars are still used 
among the Arabs. The Rev. James B. Nies, Ph.D., of 
Brooklyn, New York, saw such an altar at Yazuz, in the 
land of Gilead, under a sacred terebinth tree. It is a 
rectangular stone, from an old Roman ruin, about three 
feet long by two feet wide, and about two feet high, with 
cup-holes and channels for blood, which were probably 
cut by the Arabs, 

There is an Arab graveyard near the sacred trees. 
Here, then, is a most interesting combination of sacred 
trees, and probably, if the truth could be learned from the 
Arabs, a grave where repose the mortal remains of a weli, 
the saint of a clan, and a stone used as an altar for the 
victims immolated upon it. 

Dr. Nies also points out another Illustration of a sacri- 
ficial stone in a demi-dolmen, which is thus described by 
Major Conder:' "The cap-stone measures thirteen feet 
east and west by eleven feet north and south, and the 
mean thickness is about twenty inches. A curious sys- 
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several similar [sacrificial] ceremonies of the Bedouin. In ordrr 
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shrine under a tree; a sheep or a goat is brought thither, the 
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ment of the Palestine Exploration Fund, for October, 

There seems to be a combination in this illustration 

of the altar of burnt-sacrifice and a table or altar for 
slaying victims. The latter is eleven feet nine inches 
long from north to south, sixteen feet six inches wide, 
and is ascended by four steps in the northeast comer. 

On the top of the platform is a remarkable and sug- 
gestive feature with reference to its probable use in the 
preparation of victims for the sacrificial fire. This con- 
sists in two circular and concentric pans with vertical 
sides, cut out of the rock, with a conduit leading from 
the lower pan which may have served to carry away the 
blood of the victim. The larger pan is three feet eight 
inches in diameter, its depth is three inches; the second 
or lower pan is one foot five inches in diameter, its depth 
is two inches. The conduit is three feet two inches long, 
two inches wide, and three inches deep. This platform 
corresponds to the simple altar of the Arabs, as described 
by Dr. Nies and Dr. Schumacher, and is combined with 
the altar of burnt-sacrifice, which arose in the develop- 
ment of worship at a much later period. We have a sim- 
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ilar combination in Ezekiel, where, in the description of 
the temple, eight tables are mentioned as used especially 
for the slaughter of the victims, and four tables of hewn 
stone for the reception of the bumt-ofiferings.' 

When we consider all these examples together, it is 
easy to trace sacrifice back to a time when it consisted 
chiefly in shedding the blood of the victim. It was slain 
at the entrance to the tent, or cave of the earliest 
Semites; and later, when they lived in houses, on the 
threshold; and still later, on a rock where, like the 
Arabs to-day, they hollowed out places to receive 
the blood. 

i£zek.xi. 39-43. 



CHAPTER XIX 

CONCLUSION 

There arc three views which may be held with refer- 
ence to the origin of Israel's religion, an set forth in the 
Old Testament. One is that of the naturalistic inter- 
preter, who conceives that we have in it simply the record 
of a human development, from which the idea of God is 
excluded, except as God may be conceived of as being 
in all things. 

Another is that of those who may be designated as 
traditionalists, for lack of a better name, who conceive 
of the worship of ancient Israel as instituted by God 
himself on new foundations. This view is favored, as 
the critics afhrm, by the historian of the Priests' Code. 

A third view recognizes the fact that the religious 
institutions of ancient Israel, at their beginning, are an 
outgrowth of those of the primitive Semites, yet not 
merely through natural development, but through the 
power of God's Spirit coworking with men. 

Let us examine each of these views a little more in 
detail. The first adopts the principle of natural develop- 
ment, of an advance from the most rudimentary religious 
conceptions of God and man, and their relations to each 
other, to those which are complex and spiritual. I think 
no student who weighs the evidence can question the 
fact of development in the religion of Israel from ele- 
mentary ideas, such as are characteristic of the childhood 
of the race, to those wiiich we find in the most spiritual 
utterances of prophets and psalmists. This fact can be 
as truly demonstrated as the development of the eagle 
»38 
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from the egg, and the egg from the parent germ, or of 
the mighty oak from the acorn. None who admits the 
facts can dispute such a conclusion. But among the 
modern, as well as among the primitive Semites, the egg 
stage, or that of the eaglet which has just picked its way 
out of the shell, has not been passed; the mighty oak 
has not got beyond the acorn, or the tiny plant which 
the goat, the enemy of all forests, can crop oS. This, 
as we have seen, is the case among Arabs, Bedouin, and 
Syrians whose lives have not been affected by positive 
religion. Whenever positive religion has come in from 
without, there has been a change. Mohammed saw and 
promulgated the great idea of "no god, but God." But 
he did not arrive at this idea through any natural evolu- 
tion. The Arabs from whom he sprang were where the 
Arabs had been for millenniums before him, who, while 
recognizing God as the author of all things, were adher- 
ents of the most superstitious rites. There is not the 
slightest evidence that Mohammed rose on the shoulders 
of an Arab religion which had been climbing during the 
millenniums to a grand conception of God. 

While he developed individually, his coreligionists 
still remained in their old heathenism, and had not fur- 
nished the soil for his development. Though his mind 
rose to a worthy conception of God, he was still in the 
grip of ancient Semitism, in the lust of beauty which he 
inculcated as a means of sensual indulgence, and the lust 
of conquest by which he sought to win and hold the 
Arabs. Besides, his rejection of the revelation of the 
Father through Jesus Christ, the Son, made the doctrine 
of the mediation of the saints, and a practical deification 
of them, a necessity. Islam is in no sense the product 
of a development from ancient Semitism. On the con- 
trary, it is still fettered by a compromisewith old heathen- 
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ism, by the adoption of the ancient rites at its pilgrim 
festival, and kissing of the stone at the Kaaba. It is 
bound by fate ; it presents no worthy aim in life ; woman's 
face is veiled that man may not lust after ihe beauty of 
his neighbor's wife; continence is secured through 
license, which is legalized immorality; the zeal of the 
faithful is stimulated by prospects of plunder; converts 
are made by the sword ; and paradise consists of a garden 
of sensual delights. This the mass of Moslems believe, 
and have no place for the spiritual joys of the Christian 
heaven. We may therefore affirm with emphasis, that 
Islam, in its doctrine of God, is not a natural develop- 
ment from Semitism. Its noblest teachings have come 
from Judaism and Christianity. Mohammed was not 
the product of his own people. Indeed, the old Semi- 
tism had power to fetter him and his teaching in the 
observance of their low standard of morality; and by the 
tyranny of unchanging custom to confine Islam in a prison 
house, whence there is no hope of release. Usage, then, 
which is like a law of the Medes and Persians, that cannot 
change, has stopped all moral and religious progress in 
the Moslem world. 

No one will, of course, presume to say that Chris- 
tianity is a natural evolution from ancient Semitism. The 
facts are too patent to admit of such a supposition. It 
was because Christianity had become so corrupted and 
debased in the ancient Syrian world, originally beginning 
as a pure institution, that Islam, as in some respects a 
superior faith, was able to choke it out. 

If any proposition can admit of an easy demonstra- 
tion, it is that those characteristics which are noblest 
and best in these systems, are not a natural evolution from 
the Semitic mind. Semitic custom, through the compro- 
mises which it demanded of Islam, on behalf of heathen- 
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ism, sensuality, and the love of plunder, has left its brand 
upon the Moslem religion. Semitism has been able to 
say to Islam, "Thus far shall thou go, and no farther." 
Semitism, so far from producing Christianity, was able 
to devitalize it, to bring its adherents under the influence 
of the superstitions of heathenism. 

The theory of the traditionalist, that the teachings of 
the Old Testament are new revelations direct from God, 
without relation to past customs and institutions, is not 
borne out by facts. While it is often man's method to 
break entirely with the past, even in innocent habits 
and modes of thought, and missionaries in the earlier 
years are said to have illustrated this method, some at 
times teaching converts from the historic churches that it 
was wrong to observe Christmas and Easter, or any other 
saint's days, or to sing any of the old songs, or to main- 
tain any of the old customs; a study of the Bible shows 
that this is not God's method. 

We are thus borne on by a consideration of the facts 
of primitive Semitic religion to the third theory that the 
most spiritual conceptions of the Old and New Testa- 
ments have been gradually evolved from ancient Semitic 
conceptions under the guiding and controlling power of 
God. God must be predicated as a factor in this evolu- 
tion, if we take into account the fact that among no 
branch of the Semitic peoples, if we count out ancient 
Israel, have they been able to rise to spiritual concep- 
tions of deity and worthy ideas of morality. 

Men who had the problem to deal with which was 
present to God when he decided to lead a people out 
from the bondage of Semitic ignorance and superstition, 
would have said, "Let us break completely with the past, 
let us introduce a new order which is radically different 
from the old." Not so God, in his wisdom. As we 



242 



PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION TO-DAY 



have seen, men had certain conceptions of him as a 
superhuman man. These he did not reject, though so 
imperfect and unworthy. He adopted these conceptions 
as a medium of instruction, and so we find the Jehoviat 
treating of God as if he were a man, with something of a 
man's imperfections, but presenting a higher ideal than 
that of the unaided, uninstructed mind. This, however, 
is the lowest stage of the Old Testament representation 
of God, It rises constantly higher through the psalmists 
and prophets, through conceptions of Canaan as Jehovah's 
land, and Jehovah as Israel's God, and the Temple as 
his abode, to the conception of the God of all the earth, 
"who does not dwell in temples made with hands," 
"whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain." For 
this view, there were powerful political reasons in the 
experiences of the Babylonian exile. The exile destroyed, 
for the Israelites, the conception of God as confined to 
one land, to one city, to one temple, or to one people. 
While there had been foregleams of the great truth that 
God is the God of all the earth, the death of the nation's 
hopes was needed, in order to instill such lessons as we 
find in the second part of Isaiah, as to mission of the 
Servant Israel to all the nations, and that the same God 
is immanent among all nations, as well as in Israel, and 
at the same time transcendent above them. 

We have seen how easily the Semite deifies 
makes the saint his mediator, and for ail practical pur- 
poses his god. I have shown in another place how there 
is nothing startling to his mind in the physical father- 
hood of deity, that a mortal woman may have a divine 
husband. Hence there was a prepared people, in these 
original and natural ideas, for the mystery of the incar- 
nation, which to them was no mystery. That Jesus 
should be begotten by the Holy Spirit through the Virgin 
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ftfary as son of man, and Son of God, was no surprise to 
the Semitic mind, still believing in the possibility of such 
a connection even to the point of credulity. 

Then such a personal appearance of God among men 
satisfied the longing of the Semitic mind, and a longing 
which we find among other minds. God seems so far 
away, so indifferent, to the simple Semite to-day, that 
he feels the need of a saint near at hand to whom he can 
utter his vows and prayers in his extremity. Here, then, 
was a natural basis for the doctrine of the incarnation as 
we find in the New Testament. 

We have seen how crude was the original conception 
of sin, as equivalent to misfortune, visited by an arbitrary 
and capricious despot. This view is not absent, as we have 
observed, from the Old Testament. During the period 
of the judges men are continually falling away into idola- 
try; misfortune comes upon them through the heavy 
hands of the Philistines, for a time there is an externa! 
reformation, and then they (all back again. There is no 
real consciousness of guilt. God takes this rudimen- 
tary conception; he does not at first attempt a radical 
change in this thought, but he works constantly through 
lawgivers, prophets, and psalmists, until men see the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, before misfortune has struck 
them down, so that David could cry; 

" Against Ihee, thee only, have I sinned,' 
" And done that which is evi ) In thy sight." 

And under the visitation of God's judgment, and his 
rebukes, Job no longer saw the hand of a capricious 

' Ps. li. 4. It seems to me that psychologically this Psalm fits 
David's experience after his sin with Balhsheba, and his murder 
of Uriah, The last two verses could not well have been from his 
hand, and were doubtless added at a much later period. Such ad- 
ditions were almost as common in ancient psalmody as In modem 
hymrjology. 
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tyrant, as was once the case,' but had such spiritual %-iews 
of Him as to say; 

" I had heard ol thee by the hearing of the ear;' 

" But now mine eye seeth thee, 

" Wherefore I abhor myaelf, and repent in dust and ashes." 

Men see visions of God, like Isaiah, so that they are 
led to exclaim r 

"Woe is rael (or I am undone;' 

" Because 1 am a man oE unclean lipa, 

"And I dwell in the midst of people o( unclean hps; 

"For mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hoBta." 

There are indeed other cries in the Semitic world, as 
we see from the Babylonian Penitential Psalms,* which 
indicate a consciousness of sin, on the part of a few select 
souls, far deeper than anything we find in primitive 
Semitism. 

But the Babylonian worshiper is still fettered by the 
conception that sin and misfortune are one; that since 
the heavenly powers are very angry his sins must be very 
great. He has indeed reached a higher stage of develop- 
ment than we find among Bedouin, Arabs, and Fellahin, so 
far as these researches have extended. There does not 
seem to have arisen anywhere in the world a conscious- 
ness of sin as guilt, without the revealing power of God's 
Spirit. 

Again, the original idea of sacrifice seems to be one 
derived from experience in the East, if not in the West, 
that "every man has his price." Hence the gods have 
their price. If God has brought misfortune upon man, 



' Job. ix. 30, 31. 
»Job.»m. s. 



* Zimmem, Babylonische Busspsalinen, Leipzig, 1S85, pp. 61 ff. 
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he can be bought oB; if he demands a human life, the 
price may be paid through a substitute; if the price is 
the "bursting forth of blood before the face of God," 
then the blood of sheep, goat, bullock, or camel, the 
best that a man has of animal life, may avert the misfor- 
tune and cover the sin. This is indeed a crude idea. 
There are many stages between it and that contained in 
the musings of penitent Israel concerning the vicarious 
sufferings of the Servant, which strike through every 
Christian heart with love and sorrow, so that we read 
them with the same solemn hush, and sometimes with 
falling tears, as it we stood with Mary and John beneath 
the cross of Him who bore our sins in his own body on 
the tree, and whose Christian Interpretation has broken 
some Jewish hearts: 

" All we, like sheep, have gone astray,' 
We have turned every one to bis own way, 
And Jehovah hath made to light on Him, the iniquity of us all." 

It is not natural development which leads up from the 
most rudimentary conceptions of sin as misfortune, and 
sacrifice as a gift or substitute offered to a capricious 
tyrant, to those conceptions which we have in the repre- 
sentation of the Servant, or to a conception which we 
find centuries before in Hosea. ' 

" How can I give thee up, Ephraim? 
How can 1 deliver Ihee up, Israel? 
How can I make thee as Admah? 
How can I set thee as Zeboim? 
Mine heart is turned within me; 
My compassions are kindled together; 
I will not execute the fierceness of mine auger; 
I will not return to destroy Ephraim: 
For I am God, and not man." 

'Ifcliii. 6. "Hos. xi. 8,Q, 
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No naturalistic evolution can account for such a con- 
ception of the Divine Father as we have in the parable of 
the Prodigal Son, or in his love message to the world 
through Jesus Christ, or in the depths of tenderness 
which we have in Christ, who came to do the Father's 
will by his ministry of suffering, and by laying down his 
life for us. In this we sec how the divine wisdom has 
been doing a greater work than in creating worlds, by 
being the Teacher, the Lover, and the Saviour of the 
race. 

But in no way is the divine love, patience, and con- 
descension more manifest than in its method of reaching 
down to the ignorance and superstition of a group of 
Semitic faniilies, to teach the lessons needed, until the 
fullness of the times should come, when He who was to 
be the mediator of the love, mercy, and justice of God 
should be revealed. 




APPENDIX A 

QUESTIONS ON THE SURVIVALS OF ANCIENT RE- 
LIGION IN BIBLE LANDS 

I. 

CoNCEfTiONS or God. — i. What conceptions do people have 
of God? (a) As a supernatural being; (d) as a superhuman man. 
3. Do they seem to have derived them from the relations of tribal 
life? (a) Do they think of him as moral? (#) Do they consider 
him holy? 3. Is the worship of the saints (wells) a moral force 
among the natives in your part ol the country? 4. Why do the 
people (ear the saints (welis) more than they do God? 5. Are 
there any indications of the idea that God (the saint, the well), is 
the physical father of a tribe or people? 6. Are there any usages 
or expressions that indicate God as a procreator? [6) Do women 
ever regard the saints (welis) the physical fatliers o( their children? 
(c) Do they ever speak of a woman, or the representation of a 
woman, as " the bride of God," or is there any similar idea? (<^ Is 
licentiousness ever a feature in the worship at the shrine? (Cf. 
Hoa, iv. 12-14,) 

II. 

Divine Revelation.— I. T/ie PJace, i. Where are tekkes, 
leyarehs, makams, welis, meiara placed in your part of the country, 
and which of these designations is employed? 1. Are altars ora 
substitute for them ever used? 3, Do you know of any ancient 
altars or high places? Where? 4. How (ar are there sacred trees 
or groves in connection with the shrines? 5. Is the body of a saint 
(well) put under a kubbeh, or under the open heavens? How is 
Ihe place arranged? II. The Manner, t. Names of sacred waters 
with which you are acquainted, fountains, rivers, streams, wells, 
etc.; anything especially characteristic of them? (a) Do people 
bathe in them 10 get healing? (b) or barren women to get children? 
2. Sacred fish or animals? 3. Sacred trees? (a) Are they ever 
regarded as having a spirit residing in them? (i) Arc vows 
ever made to them? Food hung upon, them? (c) Do people ever 
receive healing by being under them? ('/) Wh;it is the signifi. 
Ml 
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cance ol the rags on trees? What virtues do the natives attribtue 
to them, and what use do Chey make of them? 4. Sacred stones 
or pillars, (a) Do you know of any stone through which a spirit 
is supposed to reveal himself, or through which cures are wrought? 
(6) Have you ever seen such a stone in or before a shrine? {£) Is 
it ever anointed with oil, or sprinkled with blood? ((/) Have you 
ever heard of a bridal pair passing between such sionesF Relate 
any ceremonies in connection with them. 5. Sacred caves, (a) 
Do you know ol any caves said to be inhabited by spirits? (#) Do 
barren women ever go to them for childreD? 
HI. 
Man's Relation to God (er tie sainli).—\. Sin. What is 
the ordinary conception of sin? 1. Is it regarded as guilt or mis- 
fortune? e.g., according to old ideas are murder and theft crimes? 
2, In what is the evidence that a man has sinned. IT. Sacrijice. 
I. What is the mode of sacrifice in your district? J. Does the 
term usedforitsignify simply slaughtering, or does it involve some- 
thing more? 3. Is any part of the victim burned (on an altar or a 
substitute for an aliarj? 4. How is the flesh of the animal com- 
monly disposed o(? 5. In -what sense do the natives regard fowls, 
sheep, goats, bullocks killed in payment of vows as sacrifices? 
HI. Shedding of Blood, i. Relate any customs that you have 
observed, or oi which you can learn, in connection with the shed- 
ding of blood. 3. Do the natives give any explanation of its 
significance? 3. Is there any connection between the use thai is 
made of a mixture of semn and henna and blood? 

rv. 

The Life after Death.— i. How far do the people have any 
idea of a future life? a. Do they fear death? 3. Do they deem 
any special preparation necessary for it? 



The Spirit World. — i. Have you any original information 
regarding the jinn? 2. Do people offer sacrifices to them? 3, 
Do they offer sacrifices to the dead or for them? 



. Give any useful information about reli- 
gious customs not covered by the preceding questions. 2. Is there 
a religious significance in tlie character oi any tattoo marks? 




t 



APPENDIX B 

OutlJDC of Journeys in Syria, Palesiine, Egypt, and the Sinaitic 
Peninsula, including the time spent at special centers. 

Note. ^ The modes of travel throughout Syria, and Palestine, 
except from Jaffa to Jerusalem, and from Beirut to Damascus, 
which are connected by railroads, was by horses; in visiting va- 
rious points of interest in Egypt, was by donkeys; and in the 
Sinaitic Peninsula, by camels. In connection with most of the 
trips, the expense is indicated, and some particulars are given 
with respect to the temperature at different points, although no 
careful observations were taken except on the lours made in 
the summer of 1900, The report of these observations appears 
in a separate table. 

I. TOURS, i8Q8-i8i» 
I. Headquarters in Beirut. 

July Qth— July i6tli. 
3. Journey through the Lebanon (with two tents, which were 
loaned, with a draguman and two muleteers; expense, 
S^.oo a day); Zahleh, Niha (ruined temples), Baalbek, 
Lake Yammuneh, The Cedars, Jebel Makmal, Bshcrreb, 
Ehden, Hasrun, Ard Akluk, Afka (source of the 
Adonis), Natural Bridge, J«bel Sunnin, Zahleh, Baruk 
and Cedars, Der el-Kamar, Ateih, Beirut. Temperature 
comfortable all the way; very cool at the Cedars. 
July 16th— August 6th. 

3. First Conference of Christian workers at Brummatia, Temper- 

ature pleasant. 
August 9th— August 14th. 

4. Visit with the Rev. George C. Dooliltie, of Der el-Kamar. 

Temperature pleasant. 
August 15th — August 23d. 

5. Mount Hermon and the sources of the Jordan (on horseback, 

with the Rev.W. K. Eddy and children, without lent, 
Mission Stations). Je«ln, tedeideh, Shiba, Hermon (over 
night), Meri Ayun, M ute I leh (Jewish Colony), Dan (Tell el- 
Kadi, chief sources of the Jordan), Cxsarea Phillippi 
(Baniyas, source of the Jordan), Hasbeya, and Hasbanl 
(first source of the Jordan), Tell Ijon, Der el-Kflmar. 
Temperature comfortable; wiow on Mount Hermon, and 
very cold at night. 
August 33d— August 31st. 

a*9 
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I. Beirut to Tripoli (alon^ the sea coast, on horseback, native 
hotels); Beirut, tbe Do^ River liascriptions inspected), 

tuneb, Gebal, Bairun, Tripoli. Temperature very warrni 
ui line breeze from the Mediterranean. 
September 6th — September gth. 

■. Northern Syria (companions, the Rev. F.W. March and the 
Rev. W. S.Nelson, D.D., of the American Presbyterian 
Mission, and Mr.C. W. Wisner, Ir., of the Syrian Protes- 
tant College. We put up in the nouses of native helpers 
and In churches. 1 slept, as in all other journeys, unless 
Otherwise mentioned, on a portable iron bedstead). Trip- 
oli, Minyara, Beinu, Amar, Kalat el'Hosn, Monastery 
of St. GeorRe (chief seat of his worship by all sects 
of Moslems and Christians), the Sabbatic' to untain, Safita. 
Meshita, Musyaf, Mehardeh, Hamalh, Horns. Tempera- 
ture pleasant. The first thunderstorm of the season 
after March occurred at Safita in the night There was a 
very heavy fall of rain. 
September loth — September Z9tb. 

1. Horns to the Syrian Desert (companions, Turkish soldier and 
Buirua, my cook and muleteer): Homs, Lake of Horns, 
Tell Nebi Mendeh, Riblah <the natives pronounce it 
Rubleh, just as they pronounce Klbleb, Kubleh), where 
we were entertained over night by the sheik of the vil- 
lage, Shemiyeh, Hasya, Hafar. Temperature "quite 
hot ... but a nice breeze." 
October 1st— October id. 

I. Syrian Desert (companion, the Rev. J. Stewart Crawford; 
houses of native helpers). Hafar, Hawarln, Karyaten, 
Hot Baths of Solomon, Hafar, Nebk, Yabrud, Malula, 
Sednaya, Bludan. Temperature very comfortable; cool 

October 2d — October nth. 
I. First visit to Damascus. 

October 12th— October 17th, 
. First visit to Jerusalem during the sojourn of the German 
Emperor, Temperature very warm. 

October 23d— November mix. 



i. Egypt, Port Said, Alexandria, Cairo, Pyramids, and Sphinx, 

Sakkara, Cairo to Luxor (by sleeping-car), Kamak, 

Thebes, up the Nile on one of Cook's steamers (Ramses 

III.) to Assuan, Pliilae. From Assuan to Cairo by train. 

February 7th — March nth. 



I4> Slnaitic Peninsula (companion, the Rev. J. 5. Scotland, of New- 
port, Scotland; dragoman, Joseph M. Shaar; cook, and 
seven Bedouin from four different tribes. There were 



Wadi Gharandel, Ras Aba Zenimeh, Maghara, Firan, 
Wadi Selaf, Monastery of St. Catharine (two days and a 
half in a lent). Jebel Kailierin, Jebel Musa, Ras es- 
Safsaf, return journey: Wadi Baralt, Wadi el-Beda, 
WadiTal, Wadi Gharandel, and so back overthe same 
course as going. Weather very pleasant, but very cold 

March 1 2th— March 30th. 

15. Beirut. End of rainy season. Powerful showers every day. 

April 1st — April 7tn. 

I. Tours alone; made with two muleteers and a tent. (Ex- 
pense, $3,60 per day.) 

16. Phcenicia,Galilee,andSaniaria to Jerusalem. 5idon,Nabaiiyeh, 

Castle of Belfort, Der Mimas, Castle of Banlyas, Castle 
of Hunin, Castle of Tibnin, Tyre, Alma. Dlbl, Nebi 
Sbema, Kadesb Napbtali, Kafr Birim, Jebel Jermak, 
Meiron, Safed. Tibcnas (across the lake to Gamala and 
Kalat el-Hosn back to Tiberias on horseback, and ford- 
ing the Jordan at the southern end of the sea of Galilee), 
Tiberias to rapids of the Jordan at the tiorth end (return- 
ing in a boat by moonlight), Mejde!, Wadi el-Hamam, 
Jebel Haitin, Nawreih, Tabor. Sepphoris, Plain of Battot, 
Acre, Mount Carme! (Prosa' Hotell, Esfiyeh, el-Muhraka, 
(traditional place of Elijah's sacrilice|. Tell Kasis, jenin, 
Dotban, Sebastiyeh, Nablus. Gertzim, Ebal, Sbiloh, Sinjil, 



II. Tours with a companion east of the Dead Sea. (Com- 
panion duri&E this and th« remaining tours. Professor 
Gilroy of the Semitic Department in the University of Ab- 
erdeen, Scotland), 

17. Jericho, Dead Sea. bridge over the Jordan, Heshbon; Medeba, 

Jebel Neba <Nebo), Main, Dibon, Jebel Shihan. Rabbath 
Moab, Kerak, Arab encampment; return journey over 
the same route, spending a night on Jebel Neba, 
May 171b— June 2d. 

18. Beersheba and Philistine Cities. Bethlehem, Tekoa, Engeddi, 

Hebron, Beersheba, Gaza, Ascaion, Ashdod, Yebna, 
Ekron, Tell es-Safi (Camp of Dr. Fred Bliss), Tell, 
Zakariya, Valley of Elah, Bet Jibrin, Kusan, Pools o( Solo- 
" " ' m.Temperaturcalwayscomfortable; some- 



June sth-J, 



ith refreshing breeies. 
- c 16th. 



252 



PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION TO-DAY 



Ig, Esdiaelon and the Maritime Plain. Anathoth, Ain Fara, Geba, 
Hickmash. Bettii, Nablus, Sebastiyeh, Sanur, Jenin, Jei- 
reel. Sbulcm, Little Hermon, Naio, Endur. Meggldo 
(LejuD), Mount Cajrnel (at the Monaslery), Alhlit, Dor 
(Tantttra), Suicmarin (Jewiab colony), CsKarea. Jaffa, 
j^wrish Industrial School, Lydda, Modm (Medlyeh), Lower 
Betb Hotan.and Upper Belb Horan, Jerusalem. Temper- 
amrc always coinlortable; the night we reached Jerusa- 
lem was cold. 
June 2«h-July isL 

20- Jenisalem. 

July ist— July iitfa. 

It. The Jaulan and the Hatinn. Jericho, Aralc el-Emir, Wadi es- 
Sir, Rabbath Ammoii, es-Salt, Jebel Osha,Wadi Zerka, 
Jerash, Suf. Aid JeoDeb, Ajlun, Kalaai er-Rubud, Arbela 
(Irbidt, Capitolias, Gadara, Hot Springs (forded the Yar- 
muk three times: the ascent to Fik was steep and almost 
dangerous). Aphek, et-Merkei, Tell el-Ashaiy, Edrei, 
Bosra, Slieik - Mtskin, Damascus (by rail.) Tempera- 
lure, with the exception of sirocco, when the thermoin- 
eter stood at ninety lor six hours, at Jerash, was very 
pleasant. 
July nth— July 27th. 

St. Jerusalem. The return home was by steamer from Jaffa to 
Beirut; from Be i nil and Smyrna to Consianlinoplc, 
to Athens, and by train to Patras. and bv steamer to 
Brindisi, and from Brindisi by train over Milan and Basle 
to Paris and London. Temperature in Jerusalem com- 
fortable at Di^hl, and in the shade during the day. 
August 3d — August 17th. 

n. TOURS, SUMMER OF 1900 

Companion, Mr. A, Forder. o[ Jerusalem, missionary to the 
Arabs. Expense ol journey, 87.50 per day; traveled 
with a lent; landed at Beirut June nth. [For a record 
of the temperatures sec special tables below.] 

I, South Country (Negeb) and Gadis(Kadesh Bamea). Jerusa- 
lem, Mar Saba, Bethlehem, Pools of Solomon, Hebron, 
Kurmul (Carmel), Main, Vutla, Dahariyeh, Beersheba, 
Khalasa, Ruheiba (Rehoboth), Biren, Gadis; retumins 
Biren. Rasisi, Sbeta, Wadi Dhega, Asluj, Kumub, Wadi 
Milh, Hebron, Jerusalem. 
June i8lh— June 30th. 

1. Jerusalem to Petra (Wadi Musa). Jericho, Medeba, Meshetta, 
Zerka Main, Macha«rug, Wadi Mojib, Kerak, Tafileb, 
Shobek. Petra (Wadi Musa), Tomb of Aaron. We re- 
turned by the same route. 
July id—July aoth. 



APPENDIX B 253 

3. Jerusalem to Damascus, Jerusalem, Nablus, Beisan, Irbid, 

Muterib (by rail to) Damascus. 
July l6th— July iqlh. 

4, Damascus to Palmyra {victoria, drawn by three horse*; 

total expense, BoJiWl. Damascus. Kutefeh, Nebk, Hafar, 
Mahin, Karyaten, Beda, Palmyra. We returned over the 
■ame route, including Der Atiyeh. 

July 3i3t— August lOIh. 
J, Damascus to the Druse Mountains-. Damascus, Negha, Brak, 
Suwaret el-Kebireh, Smed, Umm ei-Zetun, Darnel el- Alia, 
Kanawat, Mayiro, Sahwet, Ayun.Salkhad, Orman, Tell 
Shaf, Busan, Shoba (Phllippolis), Umm e^-Zelun. Suwaret 
esh-Shaghireh, Suwaret el-Kebireh, Brak, Merjaneh, Der 
All, El-Kisweh, Damascus. The temperature, with the 
exception of one day of sirocco weather, was delightful. 

August 13th— August 13d. 

III. TOURS. SUMMER, 1901 

1. Headquarters at Damascus (including visits to Bludao aod 

Ain Fijeh). 
June jth— June loih. 

2. Damascus to northern Syria, the Nusairiyeh Mountains and 

Ladikiych (companion, the Rev. J. Stewart Crawford. 
We took our own beds; entertainment mosily in native 
bouses; expense, $3.50 a day). Damascus, Kutefeh 
Nebk, Kara, Hesya, Horns, Hamalb, Mehardeh, Abu 
Obeda, Ain Kurum, Jebel Dbahr esh-Sh'ar, Maiwar, 
Snobar, Ladikiyeh, Kadmus. Musyaf, Mehardeh, and 
back 10 Damascus by the route already indicated. 
June iist — July 20th. 

3. Bludan to Mount Hermon (companion, the Rev, J. Stewart 

Crawford; expense, $2.y> per day). Bludan, Rasheya, 
Mount Hermon, Kafr Miski, Buri en-Nebi, Neb! Safa, 
Ain Shirsha, Der el-Ashair, Bludan, 
July 26th — August 2d. 

4. Second Missionary Conference at Brummana. 

August 13th— August 18th. 

5. Visit to Abbas Effendi at Acre. Beirut to Haifa and return. 

August 20 — August 24. 

Remark. — The temperature during the summer of 1900, as will 
be seen from the following record, was comfortable; at times it 
was very cool. And during the summer of loot, with the exception 
of heat and humidity at Ladikiyeh, il was pieasani. 



254 PRIMITIVE SEMITIC RELIGION TO-DAY 

SUMMER TEMPERATURES 
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Journal V. Gaia, June ii. 
esting experience at Beersheba. 
to inspect the wells. One was near the place where we camped. 
It is about ten feet in diameter. The stones are hewn square, 
and joined with much regularily. I should think Ifae well might 
be fifty or sixty feet deep. Water is drawn up in a large skin, 
by a camel, by means of a windlass, and runs from thence into 
a stone reservoir, after it has been emptied by a couple of Arabs, 
and then into a trough for the animals. A second well is of about 
the same dimensions, and with the same arrangement for draw- 
ing water. A third is about six feet in diameter, and of about 
Ihe same depth, The stones lining the well arc hewn, and are 
quite regular. The waler is raised Jn skins, of smaller size than 
that at the large well, two or three men pulling up each sepa- 
rately. [This is the usual method oE drawing water in the South 
Country.] The ropes have worn grooves in ibe soft limestone 
rock which lines the wells. A fourth well is being opened. The 
old stones which were used in lining it, and which had been 
thrown out, are irregular, and evidently from an ancient period; 
some of them used for lining the well at the lop bore the marks 
where the rope had worn grooves. The superintendent told me 
there were three other wells which had been closed. It was one 
of the most fascinating sights I have seen, (if not the most fas- 
cinating) to behold the camels, donkeys, sheep, goats, and horses 
gathered at these wells. It was a matter of the deepest interest 
to see these characteristics of patriarchal life in a district entirely 
without houses, but where there are many tents. The country 
reminds me of a western prairie in its level character around 
Beersheba, and especially from Beersheba to Gaia. It seems 
to be well adapted for the growing of grain and the pasturage 
of flocks. 1 must have seen several hundred camels at Beersheba 
and other points. Camels are watered once in two days in the 
regular course of things, although in. the Sinaitic Peninsula they 

ass 



go wichoDt water ioai or five days. Hones can esdiuv if thfjr 

JotTRNAL VI, Beenbeba. June ii, 1900,— "We arrived ai 
Beersheba at 11:3a P.M., aher a ride of five and a ball boon 
from Dabariyeh. We cuuld have made the journey in five, bai 
out guide being old was not able to keep up, so we gave bim 
a ride two or three diBerent times on our animals. . . . Wbcn 
I visited Beersbeba a year ago four wells bad been opened; 
now there ia a tifili. The site ol two others not very far trom 
tlie chief well was painted oat, so that seven wells are account- 
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HE PROSE VERSION OF THE STORY OF 'ARJA 

The Dame of the heroine of this story waa Fatima. She was 
lame in her right leg, and was therefore called 'Arja. She and 
three other girls lived in a village where there was no water. 
They each belonged to a patron saint. 

One day the four girls went to ihe well from which they were 
accustomed lo draw water, and found their respeclive saints sitting 
around it; but they did not recogniie them as such. The four 
saints began to jest with the girls. 

One of them to whom the best-looking girl belonged said, 
addressing her, "Would you not like to become the disciple o( 
our sheik?" naming another to whom she was not devoted. She 
refused to abandon her sheik, and passed on, and let down her jar 
inlo the well, it came out intact. 

Another, to whom the girl who was next in good looks belonged, 
said, " Take such a sheik," naming one besides himself. She re- 
plied. " I will not abandon my sheik." She filled her jar, and 
it came out whole. There remained two girls. The third was 
attractive. Her sheik, whom she did not recogniie, said, " Take 
a sheik." She replied, " 1 have one," mentioning him. He said, 
' He's no good." She answered, " I will not abandon him." She, 
too, filled her jar, and it came up unharmed. The fourth girl 
remained. Her sheik asked her, "Have you a saint?" She 
replied, " Yes," though she, like the others, did not recognize her 
saint. He said, "He's no good; take such an one; he will help 
you bring up your pitcher: it wilt come out safe; but your saint 
will break your pitcher for you." She refused to abandon her 
saint; so the other three saints said toher saint, "Will you permit 
us to break her jar?" She lowered her jar, and there came op 
only the two handles. She began to cry. Her companions had 
filled their jars and had gone. The saints said to her, " Did we not 
advise you to take such an one as saint, and you would not heed 
our counsel, but adhered to your patron, and be has broken 
your jar," 

>S7 
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Alier her companions had been gont nearly half an hour, the 
sainis lc>ok pity on her; so her palron saint leaned over the well, 
and said, '■ In the name o-t God, the merciful and compassionate," 
and brought up her jar whole and full of water. He told her 
"Take your jar and go; there are your companions." She swore 
by the life o( her saint she would not go. She said, "I must 
know who you are. He told her who Ihey were, "Now," said 
her patron, " you know our names, go." She replied, " You must 
first give me ihe gifts of Che good." [i. e., the wine of those who are 
good, the brotherhoods are formed through the cup.] The sheik 
gave her to drink, and she became a holy woman — a sheika. She 
then said, " I am not going; you see I am lame." He replied, " I 
am not a surgeon." She responded. " The man who restored my 
jar can cure my leg," He then said, " VVe used to be potters, now 
we have l)ecome physicians. Oh, God, cure her legl " She began 
to walk like a gazelle. He said, "Take your jar and go." She said, 
" How can I go? I am bald." The sheik said, " No. by G — . that 
is an affliction; we began as potters; we continued as surgeons; now 
we have become physicians," and prayed, " Oh, God, give her long 
hair." It came. He then bade her go, but she said, "One of my 
eyes is bad." He named Ihe name of God over her, put one of his 
hands on her eye, and it was restored. He urged her to go with 
her companions. She refused to go because she was naked. 
He prayed God, who sent down upon her a green rolje like silk 
from Ibe truth. She then asked for money. He said, " We do 
not seek for properly; you can turn up the carpel. We go; the 
property remains." She turned up the rug, and found a river of 
gold and of silver. She did not take any, as he advised her not 
to do so. He and his followers do not seek wealth, Tbey are 
allowed to beg. He said. " I do not come for gold. Are you 
belter ihan your saint? Let it go on flowing under the carpet!" 

He told her to go. She said, "I am afraid 10 go; you must 
bring me to the girls," He told her to lum her back; he named 
the name of God; he pushed her, and she landed by the side 
of the girls; he pushed her again, and she was in front of the 
girls; he pushed her a third lime, and she was beyond them. 
The girls did not recognize her, because she was so changed 
from her condilion when she was lame, bald, blind, and naked. 
Finally they recognized her face, and asked how it had hap- 
pened. She replied, "These were our four sheiks; it was my 
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saint that broke my jar, and who gave me all this.** She then 
spent the rest of her life in going about. 

When she came to die she abode at the place now called 
the ** Mother of Pieces.*' She is under the stones, where women 
who make vows to break jars, in case they receive the bless- 
ings for which they ask, break them. The father of the priest 
of the " Mother of Pieces " sought to build a shrine for her. He 
spent a night at the place, and dreamed that he struck his 
pickaxe into the ground and hit the neck of a woman. The 
religious men whom he consulted told him it was evident she 
did not wish that he should build her a shrine. 

The women now break jars in fulfilment of their vows be- 
cause her jar was broken. She used to have great power in 
preventing any one from taking anything from the trees; but re- 
cently she seems to have lost some of her power, for two or 
three trees have been dug up. 
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HIGH PLACES AND SACRED SHRINES 

On B>y iCTnm Irom a visit of fourteen months in Syria, Egypt. 
Ibe Siiuiric Peninsula, and Palestine, 1 had an opponunJty to con- 
mil tbe litcntare of the subject with reference to sacred shrines. 
1 famd. B Cooder's Tent Work in Palestine, an interesting con- 
finmtioa ol resalis which I had reached independently, through 
nj awm tesrarches as well as some new information. I quote 
Oc BHOt imponant passages: 

^thc professed religion of the country is Islam, . . . yet 
yo« Huy lire for months in the out-of-the-way pans of Pates- 
taw witboor seebg a tnosque or hearing the call of the Muedhen 
lo pnycr. Still the people are not without a religion which shapes 
CTCTT *ctkm of their daily life, ... In almost every village in 
Ac ooiiaUT a small building surtnounied by a whitewashed dome 
b obaefTkble, being the sacred chapel of the place; it is va- 
rioastr called Kubbeh (dome), MaiSr (shrine), or Mukflin (station), 
the Utter beiitg used in the Btble for (he ■ places ' of the Canaan- 
iies, which Israel was commanded lo destroy 'upon the high 
mountains, and upon the hills, and under every greea tree.' 
fOeut. xiL a.) 

-Just as in the time of Moses, so now, the position chosen 
for the Mokam is generally conspicuous. On the top of a peak, 
OT on the bade of a ridge, the little white dome gleams brightly 
in the sun. Under the boughs of the spreading oak or terebinth, 
beside the solitary palm, or among the aged lotus-trees at a spring, 
one lights constantly on the low building, standing isolated, or sur- 
rounded by the shallow graves of a small cemetery. The trees 
beside the MukSms are always considered sacred, and every 
bough which falls is treasured within the sacred building. . . . 
The typical Mukftm is ... a little building o( modern masonry, 
ten leet square, with a round dome carefully whitewashed. 
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niche on the south wall. . 
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tt.\l, a 'small cenotaph within, directed with the head to the 
'4tbodybeingsupposedloheonnsnghts.de, facing . . . 
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Mecca. . . . This Muklna represents the real religion of the 
peaaanL It is sacred as the place where some saint is supposed 
once to have ' stood ' (the name signifying standing- pi ace), or else it 
is consecrated by some other connection with his history. It is the 
central point from which the influence of the saint is supposed to 
radiate, CKtending in the case of a powerful sheik lo a distance of 
perhaps twenty miles all round."' 

My next quotation regarding the shrines is from Clermont 
Gaoaeau. from his monograph on The Arabs in Palestine: 

" The tenacity with which old religious customs have been kept 
up is another remarkable ctrcumslance. Not only have the Fella' 
heen, as Robinson conjectured, preserved, by the erection of their 
Mussulman kubbehs. and their fetishism for certain large isolated 
trees, the site and the souvenir of the bill sanctuaries and shady 
groves, which were marked out for the execration of the Israelites, 
on iheir entry into the Promised Land, but they pay them almost 
the same veneration as did llie Canaanite kooffars, whose descend- 
ants they are. These makoma, as Deuteronomy calls them, which 
Maaasseh rebuilt, and against which the prophets in vain ex- 
hausted their invectives, are word for word, thing (or thing, the 
Arabic makams, whose little white-topped cupolas are dotted SO 
picturesquely over the mountain horiion of central Judaja. 

" In order to conceal their suspicious origin, these fellah sanc- 
tuaries have been placed under the protection of the purest Mo- 
hammedan orthodoxy, hy becoming the tombs or shrines of 
Sheykhs, -welys, and ncbys (elders, saints, or prophets), deceased in 
the odor of sanctity. But there are numerous indications of Iheir 
true origin benealb this simple disguise. For instance, the name 
given to tbem is often the same as that of the locality, and is not 
merely a simple name, but a personification, or deification if I may 
so say, of the place itself: for many legends show that in the eyes 
of the peasants the neby, or prophet, has given his own name to the 
place. 

" This close connection of names and places is found in the 
Phcenician and Canaanite mythology, which is remarkable for 
the number of its local divinities, and it helps to explain why 
Moses, not content with ordering the destruction of the Pagan 
sanctuaries, insisted upon the abolition of the names (Deut. xii. 3). 
, , , Another point of religious resemblance is the worship of 
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female divinities, whidi we knoir vu common among the Canaan- 
iles and is sill practised, many modern kubbehs being conse- 
cntcd to women. In certain cases there is duality, the wely of 
the neby being venerated in coaneakin with a woman, who passes 
generally for a sister or his daughter. This relationship, originally 
conjugal,' which has been changed by the Mussulmans into one o{ 
consanguiniij ofiers an equivalent o( the sexual symmetry of 
these Phoeaecian couples so clearly brought to light by M. de 
VogUe."" 

For the Sinaitic Peninsula I can cite no better authority than 
the lamented Professor Palmer, whose attainments in colloquial 
Arabic were so marvelous. 

The following is bis general characteriudon of the shrines 
with which he became so familiar. In his chapter on Feiran. he 
writes; "Here, loo, is a burial ground with several nicely kept 
graves. . . . This cemetery, as usual, contains a 'Well,' the 
tomb of Sheik Abu Shebib, the patron saint of the district. It is 
a small stone building. . . , The cenotaph in the center is ac- 
tually covered with a iiitvfAtOi A cotton pall. . . . The Penin- 
Bula of Sinai is divided into so many districts, each of which has 
its ovm private saint. In every 'parish' an acacia (or 5hitiim)tree 
is consecrated, and is not mutilated by having its branches rudely 
lopped off to feed the flocks withal, the fate of every other tree of 
the species. Tlie pods are shaken o5 when ripe, as they form 
a favorite and nutritious food for the camels : but even for this the 
saint's permission is formally asked at his tomb. The Arab regards 
his patron with as profound a reverence as that with which an 
Italian peasant looks upon his little copper Janarius. He appeals 
to him for help on every occasion of difficulty. . . . Abu Shebfb 
himself is reported to have appeared in answer to the prayers of 
a hunter who had broken his leg on Jebel el-Benit, and to have 
conveyed hint safe and sound to his own home. Tnic, however, 
even after deatli, to his Arab instincts, the saint stipulated for 
a handsome batMsAuk, a white-faced sheep to be oSered once 
every year at his tomb." • 

> Tbert ii ID eitmple of luch conjuial relitioDibip at it 
Sl-M*rkei. the caplMl of the Hauran. Hli ceooliph ind tl 
pitiatcd out to Dt, Scbuinicher, of Halla, tiul the old shclk i 
«iioiaplit ■iiiined ons ol ilxiii to Job'i (od, whlcb would 
UK* With Uoilem IdiM. 

■TbaSarioir of Wutem Palestine, Speciil Papen, pp. 3: 
• Ttw D**e>1 ot tba Eiodus. Nsw York, 1S71. pp. 139. 14c 
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In this connection I present Burckhardt's account of his sacri- 
fice in Wadi Musa in sight of the tomb of Nebi Aaron. " The sun 
had already set when we arrived on the plain; it was too late to 
reach the tomb. ... I therefore hastened to kill the goat, in 
sight of the tomb, at a spot where I found a number of heaps of 
8tone» placed there in token of as many sacrifices in honor of the 
saint. While I was in the act of slaying the animal, my guide 
exclaimed aloud.' 'Oh Haroun, look upon us I It is for you we 
slaughter this victim. Oh Haroun, protect us and forgive us I Oh 
Haroun, be content with our good intentions, for it is but a lean 
goat! Oh Haroun, smooth our paths; and praise be to the lord of all 
creatures.* This he repeated several times, after which he covered 
the blood that had fallen on the ground with a heap of stones; we 
then dressed the best part of the flesh for our supper.** * 

* Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, London, 1822, p. 430. 
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THE SAMARITAN PASSOVER 

The following description was given by an eye-witaess. Dr. 
Daud Katibah, Nablus, July 26, 1930. I have preserved the lan- 
guage of the communication without esaeniial change. 

"The observance is celebrated on the fourteenth of NJsan, 
which varies according to the lunar year. When Saturday falls on 
the fourteenth, they celebrate the Passover on the preceding 

" They go to the top of Mount Geriiim, at least a week before 
the feast, pitch their tents, and there they remain two weeks. 
They observe the feast seven days. 

"In the Samaritan community there are forty men: including 
women and children, the whole number may be estimated ai one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred. [Baedeker, Palestine and Syria, 
Leipzig, 1S9S, gives the number at 170,] They all attend the festi- 
val, even though they are iU; e.g., a man went up this year (I900) 
who had not recovered from pneumonia. 

"TTiey reckon each day from sunset to sunset. The observances 
on the day of the Passover are as follows; They begin at sunset 
with singing, in which all take part. As a rule they kill the lambs 
needed for the congregation at sunset. These are white, one year 
old, without blemish. Should Saturday fall on the fourteenth of 
the month, they kill at noon on Friday, and eat at sunset. Asa 
rule they eat the lambs late at night. 

"All the people are dressedin white, and they begin with prayer 
and singing. There are several priests to kill the animals with 
special knives. The knife nnust be put in under the larynx. If an 
animal is not properly kilted they call it unclean, and give it to the 
Moslems or the Christians. During the slaughtering they sing 
(shout) in Samaritan. 

" While slaughiering the animals they make a fire ready in two 

places. Oue of the fires is prepared for burning the wool, the 

hoofs, the horns, and the entrails. Everything that is not eaten is 

burned. They do not remove the skins of the animal. They scald 
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tbem and pull off the wool. Two men then hang ihe lamb on a 
pole by its hind legs, placing the pole on their shoulders. Then 
Ihe priest opens the belly of the animal and removes the entrails, 
the liver, and the fat on the kidneys. These he burns with tire. 

"The other fire is prepared a long time before the sacrifices. 
They dig a pit, ten or twelve feet in depth, and in this they 
make the tire five or six hours before they sacrifice. A special 
priest feeds the fire all the time. When the Iambs have been made 
ready by the priests, they put the poles through the animals from 
end to end. At a signal from (he priest they quickly put the 
lambs, seven or eight in number, into the pit. All the while they 
are singing in the Samaritan language. Then they cover the pit 
with a network of wood, and afterwards cover it with earth. No 
air gets inside, so there is no conflagration, only heat. The Iambs 
remain in the pit three or tour hours. 

"After they have placed the lambs 
special place on the mountain, including 
and kneel ia rows. The priest has the 
prays he has a special mantle on his shoulders. They repeat tbcir 
prayers by role, with their faces toward the south, and assume 
different attitudes. 

" When the time cornea for removing the sacrifices, the priest 
approaches the pit and makes a brief prayer. Then the people 
remove the covering from the top of the pit, and afterwards lift 
up the poles, on which are the lambs, one by one. Some- 
times the poles get burned, and a man who has covered up his face 
and hands is let down with ropes or by their hands, and be takes 
up the lambs. 

" By this time the people are very hungry. None can eat of 
the lambs but those who are circumcised, and who are (ceremo- 
nially) clean. Each family, and those who are reckoned with 
them, lake a lamb and put it in a basket, and sit around It in a 
circle. The priest begins with a short prayer and song. After 
this, standing, they eat the flesh of the lambs in haste witb unleav- 
ened bread and bitter herbs. None of the Moslems and Christians 
who are watching this ceremony may partake of the lamb, though 
some of the generous Samaritans offer them unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs." 
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BY RBV. WILLIAM HAVES WABD, D.D., LL.D. 

As attempt is not made in this paper to cover the literary 
material bearing upon the use of sacrifices and the nature of the 
aliara in the worship of the early East. That would require 
a study of texts beyond what I have leisure to make. I simply 
attempt to gather from the art of early Babylonia the represen- 
tations of altars and sacrifices, and discover the religious ideas 
so tar as Ihey may be involved therein. A very large part of the 
material must come from the seal cylinders, which have pre- 
served much the larger pan of the art of Babylonia, in contracted, 
though fortunately permanent, forms; and to these cylinders I 
have given minute study for many years. 

Babylonia was not a mountainous ttgioa, and yet the early art 
often suggests familiarity with the region of mountains. Gilgamesh 
sometimes fights the swamp-buffalo, and sometimes the wild bull 
of the forests. The sun-god appears rising above the eastern 
mounlama, which suggest Elam. There are ibexes or oryxes 
which seem to suggest the hills of Arabia. There are different 
types of faces, front view and profile, which seem to suggest 
different origins. We seem to find two utterly different races, 
indicated by their languages, Suinerians and Semites, going back 
to the earliest times, not to speak of the "black heads" and the 
evidence of a primitive negroid race. These facts make us sus- 
picious that the Babylonian religion and the Babylonian gods 
may have become a composite of diverse origins, which per- 
haps it may yet be possible to separate. But to do this would 
require a minute study of both the literatures and art, such as 
has not yet been made. 1 merely call attention to this point 
just now as one to be kept in mind in observing diverse cus- 
toms that may arise. 

So far as I can make out, at the very beginning of Babylo- 
nian art, two entirely different kinds of altars were in use, one 
266 
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of which soon passed out of use. This appears 10 be a square 
allar with a single high step or slielf. Its shape may be seen 
from the example in Fig. i, laken from a very archaic shell 




Fig. 1, SEAL IN THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM. NEW VORK 

cylinder, which, ii we can judge from its style, is considerably 
older than the time of Sargon I., whose dale has been usually 
assigned, on the authority of Nabonidos. lo 3800 B.C., although 
Lehmann and others who follow him believe that this date Is 
perhaps a thousand years too early. The two shelves appear 
to be used to support vases, cakes, or animal sacrificea. 

Before the figure of Be! in a four-wheeled chariot, drawn by 
a winged dragon, between whose wings stands a goddess hold- 
ing a sheaf of thunderbolts, stands an altar of this shape. On 
the top of the allar are what may be two flat cakes, and there 
is some appearance as if there were a vase on the shelf below. 
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Before the allar a worshiper pours a libation through the sponi 
of a small vase. The libation does not fall on ihe allar but be- 
yond it. In this case the idea seeras to be of a worshiper before 
what may be a bas-relief o( the god. goddess, and dragon. 

A second illustration of this very primitive styleof altar appears 
on another archaic seal (Fig. 2) of green serpentine. In this case 
the seated goddess holds three stalks ot grain in her hand, while 
before her is an altar, on the lower shelf of which appears to be a 
pile of flat cakes, with a bird above Ihem. while a vase is set on 
the upper shelf. A second figure holds a plow. A yet more im- 
portant illustration of this kind ot altar is seen in the famous Rich 
cylinder (Fig, 3). which represents the worship of Gula. Here the 
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Fig. 3. THE RICH CYLINDER 

altar stands before the goddess, and we seem to see its construc- 
tion, probably of bricks, although it is equally possible to conceive 
of it in the form of a table or stand made, as such objects are still 
made, of stems of the palm. Here on the upper shell, the top of 
the altar, are what may be cakes, and on them the head of a goat, 
probably, which may represent the whole animal. A worshiper 
led to the goddess carries in his arms a goat, presumably for sacri- 
fice, if we may be guided by the head of the animal on the altar. 

Yet another case of this allar with a shelf is seen in figure 4. 
where a cup with what appears to be a Hame arising from it. is 
seen on the shelf. Here the concave sides are due to the necessity 
of so drawing them because of the concave surface of the cylinder. 

These four seals are the only ones I know which represent the 
altar of this shape. They are of the highest antiquity, and show 
offerings of food on the altar, apparently cakes, also apparently a 
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bird on the altar, and the head of an animal, also a vase on the 
altar, with burning oil, also the pouring out of a libation, and 
farther than this, the actual present a lion of an animal before the 
altar by a worshiper. We have here a pretty full ritual of sacri- 
fice. Several diSerent deities are being worshiped; in one 
case the seated Gula. in another perhaps the same goddess as 
the patroness of agriculture, in another case both the god Bel, 
perhaps in his chariot, and the goddess with the thunderbolts, and 
in the fourth case an uncertain sealed deity. In each case the 
deity ia seated. 

A second form of altar apparently quite archaic. Is the round 
faour-glasa form. The altar we have been considering with a lower 
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shelf, or step, appears to have been of square construction, of 

brick. If it were not possibly of wcx)d, or rather like the seats 

framed from stout stems of palm-leaves. This second type la 

contracted in the middle, not merely by the concavity of the 

cylinder, but evidently the altar Itself was more slender, and of 

quite a dlCfereni shape. The oldest cylinder of this type is of the 

eitremesi archaic style. This is seen in figure 5. This cylinder, 

like three of the four previously shown, belongs to the remarkable 

collection in the Metropolitan Museum of New York, and is oE 

marble. The bird-like heads indicate its antiquity. On cylinders 

' of this type we frequently find the earliest rude forms of the 

[ design which gives us what Heuiy calls the coat of arms of 

1 Sirgulla, and which we see in Its best form in the silver vase of 

I Entemena, an eagle seizing an aninial of some sort symmetrically 

j vith each of its talons. On this cylinder the altar carries at the 




k look TciT like two simple 

WcAslaBchovevcr.aBtmtbc tns-reliel from Susa 

dll Ulhi iwcli liim liwii raraach Ukc a branctL It is im- 

" ' " I that bas-relief repre- 

T-pot. We have in 

1 iTif. St ooe of Ike euGest reprcsentattoos of a 



■TMiJiitM cutynig in tm arms an »nimjl, always, t believe, a 
goat, Earncrifice to a god. This is an eiircmety ErequeDt repre- 
■ lUef tnnes, wken the altar in asf (onn almost disap- 
pcan; and m tbc earlier oaws tke occurrence both of the alur 
rad ol tbc «Btmal carried in tbe arms is not osual. 

A BBiibr altar, loand, and ot tbt hoor-gtass shape, and also 
rtKiwiag the two flames, appears on a cyli&der (Fig. 6) in the 
British Haseum. VThlle ikx as primiiiTe as the last cylinder. 
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a quite archaic, and il conRrms the supposition that it is two 
flames that are represented between the backs of the two gods; 
one being the sun-god, rising behind the eastern mountains; 
and another, repeated Cor symmetry, a god having the attri- 
butes of Nergal. 

In Fig. 7, we have an unusually complete and instructive de- 
sign. Here we see a seated goddess holding a scepter, and be- 
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fore her a round altar of the hour-glass shape, somewhat modified. 
In front o( the altar stands a worshiper, carrying on one arm 
a goat, while with the other hand he pours a libation upon the 
altar, from which rises a tlame. Behind bim follow two female 
attendants, one carrying a pail or basket, and the other some 
uncertain object on her raised hand. 

Considerably more slender in shape are the two almost col- 
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umnar altars, which we see on an archaic cylinder, though not 
of this earliest period (Fig. 8). Here a male deity appears hold- 
ing a plow and a. club, while before him a worshiper pours 
a libation from a slender vase on the altar. 

We have had, in Fig. 7, an altar ol this style, in which the 
upper half of the hour-glass was enlarged. In the cylinder 
of Dungi (Fig. 9), the upper part is much reduced, and the 




DE CLERCQ COLLECTION 

lower part is enlarged. Here the standing god, or goddess, 
is recognized by the horned head-dress: although the goddess, 
in her familiar attitude, does not wear the usual flounced dress. 
The worshiper pours tlie libation from a vase, and it flows 
over the edges, the two symmetrical streams ending in the con- 
ventional knob, We may suppose that the oil in these two 
streams is imagined to be in flames; but no flame can well be 
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represented as risii^, since the space is occupied by the action 

of pouring the oil from a vase. 

The slender hour-glass attar, which we saw doubled in Fig. 8, 
appears in several cylinders of the period of Gudea, of which 
Fig, 10 is a sufficient example. I take it from Heuiy's copy of an 
impression of a seal on a tablet in the Louvre, but il is proba- 
bly not quite correctly drawn; and the two flounced deities, one 
silling and the other standing, should probably be beardless 
goddesses. From the altar rises a flame, and two conventional 
streams fall symmetrically, one on each side. We gel the im- 
pression on all these altars of a depression tike a cup, cui In 
ihe top of the altar, into which the oil is poured, and from 
which the burning stream overflows to the ground. Yet another 
admirable example (Fig. 11) is taken from a bas-relief found 
by de Morgan at Susa. The construction of the altar is well 
shown, with a raised ornamental band in the middle, the lop 
apparently hollowed to make a basin, A worshiper pours into 
Ihis basin a libat'on of oil from a vase with a spout. A flame 
arises, conventionally drawn so that it resembles a simple plant 
Two symmetrically arranged pendants, from the bottom ol the 
flame, represent, not fruit, but the overflow of the burning oil 
(de Morgan, D^l^gation en Perse, Tome I., Recherchea Archd- 
ologiques. Paris, iqoo, p. 102). This special type o( altar, with 
flames thus arranged, was the usual style io the Gudea period. 

1 now revert 10 a period anterior to Gudea. On a bas-reilef 
from Nippur (Fig. 12), appears a deity seated on a seat, the 
back of which ends in a design like a bird's head. The god 
holds a vase; behind the god a divine attendant leads in the 
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worshiper, who brings a goal in his arms, another i 
(rom the very earliest period in which this preseotation o£ an 
animal offering appears. In front of the god is what is evi- 
dently a round altar, flaring at the top, so as to be rather 
of a wine-glass shape than the shape of an hour-glass. Flames 
rise from the top of the altar, indicating that oil was poured 
and burred upon it. Unfortunately the fracture makes it im- 
possible to distinguish clearly what were the figures in Irani 
of the altar. This design shows what was one of the earliest 
forms of the round altar, which In the time of Gudea had be- 
come a slender hour-glass, and was drawn with the single slen- 
der flame and two over-Hawing flames. And yet we remember 
that ibe lirst of the round altars we saw (Fig. ;) flared equally 
at the top and bottom. 

I have mentioned one cylinder which 1 thought imperfectly 
drawn, belonging to the Louvre. In Lujard's Culte dc Miihren, 
XXVIII. 12, is a cylinder <Fig. 13). credited to the Museum of The 
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Hague, but which does not appear in Menant's Catalogue of The 
Hague. Before the seated goddess is an altar, and four female 
figures approach her. On the altar appears to be a cloth, and 
some objects seem to be above it. But I think it most probable 
that what appears to be cloth is simply a badty drawn conception 
of the streams falling from the altar. 

There is a very peculiar type of cylinder of quite an early 
period, although apparently less archaic than the last, on which 
the seated deity is represented with the body ending in the shapie 
of a serpent We may presume that this represents the god Siru. 
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The correaponding goddess sometimes siis opposite bim, but not 
with a serpent's body; or sometimes a worshiper stands before 
him. A gate, with or without a porter, finishes the main design. 
But an altar stands before the god ii 
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In figure ij we have another of the serpent gods. Between 
the god and goddess is an altar which seems to be a simple upright 
construction, apparently o( bricks, and the flame is represented to 
be rising from the top. One is at liberty to imagine that this 
represents a mere open fireplace for warming ibe hands of the 
gods, but I think not. 

I have shown that a worshiper roa^be represented as carrying 
a goat as an offering to a god. He is sometimes led by a divine 
attendant who takes hia hand, and a second worshiper may follow 
asin figure 7, carrying a pail or basket by the handles. This design, 
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with the second 6gure carrying the pail, which begins tu appear 
at an early, but perhaps not the earliest, period, is more frequently 

seen without the altar, on the carefully engraved smaller hematite 
cylinders of the Middle Empire. Among the older examples are 
some, as in iigurc 16, where large amphorx seem to be presented 
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to the goddess, and Eometimes, as in figure 17, the worshiper 
presents a drinltKiffering in a cup. 

Tlie nature of the vase from which libations are poured to 
the god in [he archaic period appears in two very old votive 
bas-reliefs (Figs. 18, 19), figured by Hilprecht, Bab. Exp. I., Pt. 11., 
Pi. XVI., figures 37. 38. Here we may presume thai both the tarn 
and the goat were brought as offerings as well as the gids which 
another worshiper carries in his hand. 

From the representation of these liour-glass altars we gain 
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very little that differs from those which were of the stepped pat- 
tern. We do not see any representation of animals on these altars, 
although we see animals brought in the arms of the worshipers. 
The altars are used chiefly, or wholly, for libations of oil. No 
cakes are seen. That it is oil, and not blood, that is poured on the 
altar appears from the flames. It is noticeable that in no case 
do we see an animal slain, as we do see it in t]ie contests of 
Gilgamesh and £a-bani, with lions, buffaloes, bulls, and leopards. 
There is no outpouring of blood represented. Yet on the other 
hand, if the blood sacrificed is not poured out, neither is the 
thought that of a meal with the god. What we most notice is the 
good savor of the oil burnt before the god. 
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